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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 505

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF
PUBLI C SERVI CE OF FORMER SENATOR PERRIN H PURVI S OF TUPELQ
M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, Perrin H Purvis, forner M ssissippi State Senator,
di ed Friday, Cctober 30, 2004, at his Tupelo, M ssissippi, hone at
t he age of 86; and

VWHEREAS, famly and friends said inproving M ssissippi's
education systemwas the Denocratic Senator's main goal in a
| egi sl ative career lasting from 1964 to 1988. He believed in
educati on and what education could do for M ssissippians; and

VHEREAS, he authored the anmendnent in the State Senate to the
Educati on Reform Act of 1982 that provided state funds for
mandat ory ki ndergarten classes in public schools; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Purvis was a prom nent retired businessman
with interests in insurance and television. He attended the
Uni versity of Southern M ssissippi, where he was a nenber of the
school's M Club, served as President of the USM Al umi
Associ ation, and was inducted into the USM Sports Hall of Fane.
He served in the U S. Arny Air Corps during World War 1. He was
a Shriner, a nenber of the American Legion and a 32nd Degree
Mason. He was al so appointed to the Governor's Comm ssi on of
Chil dren and Youth and the M ssissippi Community Col | ege Board.
He was Chairman of the Tupel o Public School Board and served as
President of the Tupelo Kiwanis C ub, the International Fly
Fi sherman' s Concl ave and the Conference of |Insurance Legislators.

During his 24 years in the Senate, he served as Chairnman of the
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Senate I nsurance Commttee. He was a nmenber of First United
Met hodi st Church in Tupel o; and

WHEREAS, Senator Purvis liked to fly fish and was a great
public speaker. He traveled to several cities and gave a speech
called, "Pan fish and politics"; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
respected Senator, whose | egacy featured public school
ki ndergartens and a new hi ghway program for M ssissippi, and whose
career serves as a nodel for all citizens in the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and | egacy of public service of
former State Senator Perrin H Purvis of Tupelo, M ssissippi, and
extend to his daughter and grandchildren the synpathy of the
Legi sl ature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Senator Purvis and be made available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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