M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE TH RD EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Dawkins, Collott, To: Rules
Lee (47th), Hewes, Cuevas,

Al britton, Dearing, Robertson,

Moffatt, Burton

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 502

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF

2 DR JULIUS JOHN "J.J." HAYDEN, JR , OF PASS CHRI STI AN,

3 MSSISSIPPI, WHO I S CREDI TED W TH EXPANDI NG RURAL PERKI NSTON

4 JUNI OR COLLEGE I NTO THE STATE'S FI RST MULTI - CAMPUS JUNI OR COLLEGE,
5 AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEG SLATURE.

6 VWHEREAS, Dr. Julius John "J.J." Hayden, Jr.'s career as a

7 junior college adm nistrator was unprecedented in M ssissippi

8 history; and

9 VWHEREAS, "J.J." Hayden, who di ed Sunday, OCctober 10, 2004, at
10 age 84, took charge of a small rural junior college with

11 facilities valued at just over $1 MIlion and turned it into

12 Mssissippi's first multi-canpus institution with a net worth of
13 nore than $35 MIlion when he retired; and

14 VWHEREAS, during his tenure, the single Mssissippi Gulf Coast
15 Comunity College installation at Perkinston grew to seven nmajor
16 facilities, at |east one of which was |ocated in each of the four
17 counties conprising the college's service district - Harrison,

18 Stone, Jackson and George; and

19 WHEREAS, Dr. Hayden, a native of Pass Christian, played

20 football at Harrison-Stone-Jackson Juni or College at Perkinston.
21 Gaduating in 1940, he entered mlitary service; he | ater earned
22 bachelor's and nmaster's degrees from M ssissippi State; and in

23 1950, he and his wife, Lillian, returned to "Perk"; and

24 VWHEREAS, he taught history for two years and in 1952 was

25 appoi nted Dean of Men. The followi ng year, at the age of 33, he
26 becane the ninth Chief Executive Oficer (the second to hold the
27 official title of president) of the institution which was then

28 styled Perkinston Junior College and Agricultural H gh School; and
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VWHEREAS, World War |l caused the growth of Coast towns and
Hayden realized the people of the Coast could not conme to Perk for
an education, so Perk would have to establish educational
installations throughout the GQulf Coast to serve them In early
May 1962, the Legislature established the M ssissippi Gulf Coast
Junior College District. This |landmark | egislation becane the
nodel for the formation of junior college districts throughout the
state; and

WHEREAS, the National Education Association (NEA) recogni zed
Dr. Hayden's efforts in establishing Mssissippi's first
mul ti-canmpus junior college by nam ng himthe NEA Pacenmaker Award
reci pient for 1966. The NEA particul arly commended Hayden's
efforts on behalf of vocational-technical education; and

VWHEREAS, when Hayden becane President of Perkinston Junior
Col l ege and Agricultural H gh School in 1953, the single
installation at Perkinston enrolled 473 full-tinme students and
produced 104 graduates. In the school year precedi ng Hayden's
retirement on Decenber 31, 1985, the college's seven installations
enrolled 4,511 full-time students and graduated 772. The growth
in facilities has permtted the college to expand its offerings to
i nclude nore than 30 university parallel prograns, nearly 50
occupational prograns, plus adult and continuing education
prograns; and

WHEREAS, his civic activities included nmenbership on the
Board of Governors for the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools. He served as President of the M ssissippi Education
Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
vi sionary M ssissippi educator, who touched the lives of mllions
of students and their famlies:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That

we do hereby conmmend the life and |l egacy of Dr. Julius John "J.J."
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Hayden, Jr., of Pass Christian, M ssissippi, who is credited with
expandi ng rural Perkinston Junior College into the state's first
mul ti-canmpus junior college today known as M ssissippi Gulf Coast
Community Col |l ege, and express to his wife of 61 years Lillian
Rut h (Aschbacher) Hayden and his surviving famly the synpathy of
the Legislature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Dr. Hayden, the Board of Trustees of
M ssi ssippi @Gulf Coast Community Col |l ege and be nade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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