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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 501

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON FI NDI NG THAT I'T IS IN THE PUBLI C
| NTEREST TO EXTEND COVERAGE OF MEDI CAI D RECI PI ENTS | N THE POVERTY
LEVEL AGED AND DI SABLED (PLADs) CATEGCRY; | F SUCH RECI Pl ENTS HAVE
NOT OBTAI NED COVERAGE BY THE SEPTEMBER 15 DEADLINE, IT IS IN THE
PUBLI C | NTEREST THAT THE GOVERNOR CALL A SPECI AL SESSI ON TO
PROVI DE CONTI NUED COVERAGE; TO CREATE A JO NT SELECT COW TTEE OF
THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES TO STUDY AND RECOVMEND
MEANS TO MAI NTAIN AND MAXI M ZE CONTI NUED COVERACGE OF OUR MOST
MEDI CALLY VULNERABLE CI TI ZENS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, an ill-tinmed and hasty response to a federal |aw
requiring changes in health care coverage by 2006 will prematurely
cut 65,000 M ssissippians from Medi caid health care; and

VWHEREAS, these 65,000 M ssi ssippians are our poor, elderly,
di sabl ed and nost nedically vul nerable citizens; and

WHEREAS, this ill-tinmed rush to revise coverage does not
provi de an adequate transition in order to give our vul nerable
citizens time to obtain alternative nedical care coverage; and

VWHEREAS, the extension of Medicaid health care coverage to
the poverty |l evel aged and di sabl ed (PLADs) category is literally
alife or death matter to sonme of these nedically vul nerable
citizens; and

VWHEREAS, in response to the inpending crisis, Governor Haley
Bar bour inplenented a Medicaid transition plan and extended
coverage until Septenber 15, 2004; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to other neasures, Governor Hal ey
Bar bour obtained a federal conm tnment which all ows PLADs
beneficiaries an exclusive advance enrol |l ment opportunity for
prescription drug cards and patient assistance prograns:

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That:
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(1) We do hereby find that it is in the public interest that
coverage of our Medicaid recipients in the poverty |evel aged and
di sabl ed (PLADs) category continue, and if nobst of these
reci pients do not obtain coverage by the Septenber 15 deadline,
then it is in the public interest that the Governor call a speci al
session to provide continued coverage and we urge himto do so.

(2) There is hereby created a joint select study commttee
of the Senate and House of Representatives which shall study
eligibility requirenents and ways to nmai ntain and maxim ze
conti nued coverage of our nost nedically vulnerable citizens and
the neans to fund the continuation of such coverage. The joint
select commttee shall report its findings and recommendations to
the Legislature on or before January 4, 2005; and upon the
presentation of such report the joint conmttee shall be
di ssol ved.

(3) The commttee shall consist of the Chairman of the
Senate Public Health and Wl fare Commttee and the Chairman of the
House Public Health and Human Services Comm ttee, who shall serve
as co-chairnmen of the conmmttee; Chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Conmttee, Chairman of the House Appropriations
Comm ttee, Chairman of the Senate Insurance Comm ttee, Chairnman of
the House Medicaid Commttee, six (6) nenbers of the Senate
appoi nted by the President of the Senate, and six (6) nenbers of
t he House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the
House. Appointnents shall be made within fifteen (15) days after
the adoption of this resolution by the Legislature; and, within
fifteen (15) days thereafter on a day to be designated jointly by
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, the
commttee shall neet and organi ze by selecting fromits nenbership
a secretary who shall be responsible for keeping all records of
the commttee. A mgjority of the nenbers of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum In the selection of its officers and the

adoption of rules, resolutions and reports, an affirnmative vote of
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a mpjority of the nenbers of the joint commttee from each house
shall be required. All nenbers shall be notified in witing of
all neetings, such notices to be mailed at |east five (5) days
prior to the date on which a neeting is to be held.

(4) Menbers of the conmttee shall be paid fromthe
contingent expense funds of their respective houses in the sane
manner as provided for commttee neetings when the Legislature is
not in session; however, no per diemor expense for attending
neetings of the commttee will be paid while the Legislature is in
session. No commttee nenber, except the co-chairnmen, may incur
per diem travel or other expenses unless previously authorized by
vote, at a neeting of the commttee, which action shall be
recorded in the official m nutes of the neeting.

(5 The commttee shall utilize clerical and | egal staff
al ready enpl oyed by the Legislature, and any other staff
assi stance nmade available to it. To effectuate the purpose of
this resolution, each departnent, division, board, bureau,
comm ssion or agency of the state shall, at the request of a
co-chairman of the commttee, provide to the conmttee such
facilities, assistance and accurate data as will enable the

committee properly to carry out its task.
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