M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) O arke, Dearing, To: Rules
Little
SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO 20

1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG DELTA STATE

2 UNIVERSI TY BASEBALL COACH M KE KI NNI SON FOR BEI NG HONORED AS THE

3 NCAADVISION Il COACH OF THE YEAR FOLLON NG H'S TEAM S FI RST

4 NATI ONAL CHANMPI ONSHI P.

5 VWHEREAS, Delta State University Baseball Coach M ke Kinnison

6 has been honored as the NCAA Division Il "Coach of the Year" by

7 the Anerican Baseball Coaches Association and Raw i ngs Sports

8 Conpany, following his teamis first Division Il National

9 Chanpi onshi p; and

10 WHEREAS, as his Statesnen cel ebrated the victory over G and
11 Valley (Mchigan) State on May 29, 2004, Coach Kinnison clinbed
12 over the dugout and into the stands to present the trophy to Delta
13 State |legend Boo Ferriss, then handed it to his chanpionship

14 players; and

15 VWHEREAS, in the fall of 1976, M ke Kinnison returned to Delta
16 State thinking he would be team manager, but Coach Ferriss gave
17 hima uniform Kinnison helped Ferriss' 1977 and 1978 teans reach
18 the Division Il College Wrld Series, nmaking All-Anmerican as a

19 senior; and

20 VWHEREAS, M ke Kinnison is in his ninth season at the hel m of
21 the Delta State baseball program H's 370-96 career record (.794)
22 gives himthe best w ning percentage anong NCAA basebal | coaches
23 with at |eave five years of head coachi ng experience; and

24 VWHEREAS, since taking over the programin 1997, Kinnison has
25 kept the proud tradition of Delta State baseball alive. The

26 former Delta State All-Anmerican has acconplished so nuch in his
27 nine seasons, leading the Statesnen to the 2000, 2003 and 2004

28 @l f South Conference (GSC) Tournanment titles, eight GSC West
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Di vision crowns, three South Central Regional Chanpionships, three
NCAA Division Il Baseball Chanpionship Tournanent appearances and
one World Series Chanpionship; and

VWHEREAS, Ki nni son reached the 300 win plateau in seven
seasons and was nanmed the South Central Region's "Coach of the
Year" in 2001 and 2002; and

VWHEREAS, prior to succeeding Bill Marchant, Kinnison served
as an assistant coach for three years. He played a key role in
guiding the Statesnmen to Wirld Series berths and GSC Chanpi onshi ps
in 1994 and 1996; and

VWHEREAS, the Benton, M ssissippi, native was standout at
Delta State under Coach "Boo" Ferriss from 1977-1978. He ranks
11th all-time in doubles (36) and hol ds single season records in
at-bats (233), doubles (25) and ganes played (62). Kinnison
recorded a .343 batting average with 25 doubles and 56 RBI as the
catal yst, who sparked a second-place finish in the 1978 D vi sion
Il College Wrld Series; and

WHEREAS, before returning to his alna mater, Kinnison coached
in the high school ranks at Lee Acadeny (1979-1981), Jackson Prep
(1982-1992) and Madi son Central (1993). Hi's prep coaching record
is 292-82 (.779) wth state titles at Jackson Prep in 1982, 1990
and 1991. He earned his Bachelors and Masters degrees in Match
Education fromDelta State in 1977 and 1978, respectively; and

VWHEREAS, Kinnison is married to the fornmer C ndy Col bert of
Grenada, M ssissippi. They are the parents of two daughters, Mary
Claire and Kate; and

VWHEREAS, Boo Ferriss said he has never seen a coach work
harder than Coach Kinnison: "This chanpionship is the pinnacle.
' mso happy for everybody who | oves Delta State, but happi est of
all for Mke Kinnison," who has brought honor to his university,
his conmmunity and to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Delta
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State University Baseball Coach M ke Kinnison who has been honored
as the NCAA Division Il "Coach of the Year"” followng his teans
nati onal chanpi onship victory, and extend to himand his famly
the best w shes of the Senate on their future seasons.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Coach Kinnison and his famly and be nade available to the

President of Delta State University and the Capitol Press Corps.
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