M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Little, Dearing, To: Rules
Cl arke, Burton, Butler,

Chanberlin, Gordon, Jackson

(11th), Mettetal, Nunnel ee,

Posey, Walls

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 19

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE DELTA STATE
UNI VERSI TY " STATESMEN' BASEBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH M KE KI NNI SON
FOR W NNI NG THEI R FI RST EVER NCAA DI VISION || WORLD SERI ES.

VWHEREAS, the Delta State University "Statesnen" Basebal l
Team in their third-ever trip to the NCAA Division I
Chanpi onship final ganme (1968, 1978, 2004), are the 2004 NCAA
Division Il National Chanpions; and

WHEREAS, in their third time to the NCAA Division ||
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Chanpi onshi p ganme, Coach M ke Kinnison's Statesnen energed

10 victorious, taking a 12-8 victory over G and Valley (M chigan)

11 State University to clinch Delta State's first-ever baseball

12 national chanpionship; and

13 VWHEREAS, Matt MAl pin (10-1) picked up the win for the

14 Statesnen, throwing 6-1/3 innings and scattering 9 hits, allow ng
15 6 runs, 4 earned. Scott Ellison picked up the save after 1-2/3
16 innings of relief. Bert Pickard was nanmed tournanent MVP, and was
17 joined on the All-Tournanment Team by teammtes Crai g Newt on and
18 Scott Ellison; and

19 WHEREAS, the Delta State University Statesnen finished the
20 2004 Chanpionship season with a new record of 54 wi ns against 11
21 |l osses, under the |eadership of Head Coach M ke Kinnison (DSU,

22 1978), Assistant Coach Rodney Batts, G aduate Assistants Rick

23 MCarty, Andy Dillard, and Jeff Price, Managers Gary Hayes and

24 Ryan Robertson and Trainer Jason MIler; and

25 VWHEREAS, the follow ng individual and team honors were earned
26 by this chanpi onship squad:

27 * Rawl ings/ABCA Division Il Coach of the Year:

S. R No. 19 *SS01/R27.2* N1/ 2
041E/ SS01/ R27. 2
PAGE 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

M ke Ki nni son
Rawl i ngs/ ABCA South Central Regi on Coach of the Year:
M ke Ki nni son
Gl f South Conference Coach of the Year:
M ke Ki nni son
 Rawlings/ABCA Division Il Player of the Year:
Jud Thi gpen
Rawl i ngs/ ABCA South Central Region Player of the Year:
Jud Thi gpen
 Raw ings/ABCA All-Anerica (First Team): Jud Thigpen,
Chris Reed
Rawl i ngs/ ABCA Al | - Anerica (Second Team): Mark Broone
* Rawl ings/ABCA All-South Central Region (First Team:
Jud Thigpen, Chris Reed, Craig Newton, Mark Broone
Rawl i ngs/ ABCA Al'l - South Central Region (Second Tean):
Josh Barton
e Al-&lf South Conference (First Team:
Mar k Broone, Eric Patten, Jud Thigpen, Matt MAIl pin
Al -@ul f South Conference (Second Tean):
Craig Newton, Cay Smth, Chris Reed, Josh Barton
* NCAA Division Il Chanpionship Tournament MP:
Bert Pickard
NCAA Division Il Chanpionship All-Tournament Team
Bert Pickard, Scott Ellison, Craig Newton
* NCAA South Central Region Tournanment MVP:. WI I Wal dkirch
NCAA South Central Region All-Tournanment Team
W1l Wal dkirch, Craig Newton, Eric Patten, Jud Thigpen,
Josh Barton
e @ilf South Conference Tournament MP: Mark Broone
@l f South Conference All-Tournanent Team
Mark Broone, Clay Smth, Chris Reed, Brad Lightsey,

Jud Thi gpen
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e Jud Thigpen set a DSU singl e-season record with his 112

hits. Thigpen becane the first Statesman to rack up over 100

hits in a season. Thigpen's other record set this year is

at-bats (261).

e This season narked Delta State's ninth appearance in the

NCAA Division |l Baseball Chanpionship Tournanent, and their

third appearance in the Title gane.

e Coach Mke Kinnison's 370-96 career record (.794) gives

hi mt he best w nning percentage anong NCAA basebal | coaches

with at |east five years of head coachi ng experience; and

VWHEREAS, forty years ago, |egendary Delta State Coach Boo
Ferriss carved a baseball dianond out of a Delta beanfield with a
vision for a national chanpionship; he, along wth dozens of
former Statesnen, watched this persistent group of student
athletes bring honor to their university, the Delta State famly,
their comunity and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratul ate the Delta
State University "Statesnen"” Baseball Team and Head Coach M ke
Ki nnison for wwnning their first ever NCAA Division Il Wrld
Series, and extend the best w shes of the Senate to the future
success of this team

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the Delta Statesnmen Baseball Team Coach M ke Kinnison and forner
Coach Boo Ferriss, be forwarded to the President of Delta State

University and be nade avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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