M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Flowers, To: Rules
Chanberlin
SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO 16
1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG VENDELL DAVI S FOR HI S MANY YEARS OF
2 DEDI CATED SERVI CE TO THE DESOTO COUNTY SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND
3 CONGRATULATI NG HI M UPON HI' S RETI REMENT.
4 VWHEREAS, Wendell Davis will retire as an enpl oyee of the
5 DeSoto County School District after nore than 42 years of
6 commtted and diligent services to the educational advancenent of
7 students in DeSoto County; and
8 VWHEREAS, a graduate of the University of Menphis, M. Davis
9 began his career in education as a teacher at Aive Branch Hi gh
10 School in 1962; and
11 VWHEREAS, M. Davis has been with the DeSoto County School
12 District for 42 years, serving first as a Chem stry teacher and
13 then as an Assistant Principal at Adive Branch M ddl e School,
14 followed by 10 years as Principal at Adive Branch H gh School; and
15 VWHEREAS, the backbone of the DeSoto County School District
16 for years, M. Davis has been instrunental in keeping the DeSoto
17 County Schools at the cutting edge of technol ogy; and
18 VWHEREAS, rising through the ranks as a school adm nistrator,
19 he served as Principal of both Aive Branch Mddle School and
20 dive Branch H gh School, overseeing the successful integration of
21 the Mddle School in 1970; and
22 VWHEREAS, M. Davis will retire fromhis current position at
23 the DeSoto County School Board Central O fice as assistant
24  Superintendent of Schools for Business, Finance and Technol ogy,
25 which he has filled since 1992, wherein he assisted in
26 spearheadi ng the 1993 bond issue of $35 MIlion, as well as the
27 2004 bond issue of $115 MIlion; and
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VWHEREAS, a native of Arkansas, M. Davis is married to Sharon
Davi s and together they have two daughters and five grandchil dren,
all of whom have lovingly supported himin all his endeavors; and

WHEREAS, through tireless dedication and | oving patience, M.
Davis has made M ssissippi a greater state by educating our
children to becone productive, God-fearing, responsible citizens
who will wite the next chapter in the book of M ssissippi's
hi story; and

VWHEREAS, we, the entire citizenry of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, owe an i mmeasurabl e debt to outstanding individuals
such as M. Davis, who has passed on the torch of education, as he
noves on to the lighter days of his awaited retirenent; and

WHEREAS, it is with pride that we recognize this public
servant who has dedi cated so many years of his |ife to devel oping
and cultivating the m nds and bodi es of young M ssi ssi ppi ans:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratul ate M.
Wendel | Davis upon his retirenent after 42 years of dedicated and
exenplary service to the DeSoto County School District, and we
extend to himour heartiest w shes for success in all his future
endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to M. Wendell Davis and be nade available to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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