M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2004
By: Representatives Holl and, To:  Rules

Al dri dge, Franks, Markham M es,
Mont gonery, Sullivan, Turner

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 17

1 A RESOLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG AND COMVENDI NG MR, ROBERT BUTLER AND
2 MRS, N TA BUTLER FOR THEI R MANY YEARS OF DEDI CATED SERVI CE TO THE
3 HANDI CAPPED CI TI ZENS OF TUPELO, M SSI SSI PPI .

4 VWHEREAS, M. Robert Butler and Ms. Nita Butler have spent

5 the course of fifty years serving God through fell owship and

6 service to their fellowrman by working wth disabl ed individuals;

7 and

8 VWHEREAS, on Decenber 14, 1954, a new day dawned for the

9 handi capped citizens of Northeast M ssissippi when Ms. Butler

10 expressed a deep concern for the many disabled citizens of the

11 region, including her brother, MIford; and

12 VWHEREAS, her efforts, coupled with those of her husband and
13 countless others, were instrunmental in the establishnment and

14 dedication of the first regional rehabilitation center in

15 Mssissippi, a facility which opened its doors in 1956 as the very
16 first Cerebral Palsy center in Tupelo; and

17 VWHEREAS, the climax of the Butlers' efforts becane paranount
18 with the official dedication of an all new $325, 000. 00 Regi ona

19 Rehabilitation Center on Decenber 1, 1963, after having been

20 previously located in the basenent of the Harrisburg Bapti st

21 Church and the Nurses Hone of the | ocal Tupelo hospital; and

22 VWHEREAS, both fervently comrmitted to assuring the best

23 rehabilitative services, assistance, therapy and nedi cal treatnent
24 to the many disabled citizens of Tupelo and M ssissippi, M. and
25 Ms. Butler have becone synonynous with the handi capped and

26 disabl ed throughout the state; and
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VWHEREAS, M. Butler, for his diligent efforts and conm t nent
to enhancing the services offered to disabled individuals, was
appointed to serve two ternms on the M ssissippi Rehabilitation
Advi sory Council, in addition to serving the M ssissipp
Associ ation Vocational Education Special Needs Program the
President's Commttee on Enploynment of People with Disabilities
and the Board for the Regional Rehabilitation Center, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, fromthe date of its opening in 1956 to the end of
the 2003 fiscal year, over 1,130,000 rehabilitation services have
been provided by the Regional Rehabilitation Center to
approximately 111,500 clients free of charge, all in part of the
efforts of M. and Ms. Butler; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze the contributory and humanitarian efforts of such
esteened citizens as M. and Ms. Butler's caliber, whose
vol unteerism services and commtnent to M ssissippi's disabled
has served as a benchmark for excellence in exhibition of the
comm t mrent manki nd has to God through serving their fell owman:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
recogni ze and conmmend M. Robert Butler and Ms. Nita Butler for
their many years of dedicated services to the handi capped citizens
of Tupel o, M ssissippi, extend our grateful appreciation for their
comm t nent and express our warnest w shes for continued success in
all their future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to M. and Ms. Butler and to the nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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