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The Entire Menbership To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 3

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
DELTA STATE UNI VERSI TY STATESMEN BASEBALL TEAM UPON | TS
OUTSTANDI NG 2003- 2004 SEASON AND W NNI NG THE 2004 NATI ONAL COLLEGE
ATHLETI C ASSOCI ATION DI VI SI ON 'l NATI ONAL CHANMPI ONSHI P.

VWHEREAS, the Delta State University Statesnen Baseball Team
had an outstandi ng year, finishing the 2003-2004 season with a
remar kabl e record of 54 wins and only 11 | osses; and

WHEREAS, showcasi ng i nmense talent, the Statesnmen have
brought great honor and pride to Delta State University by w nning
the 2004 National College Athletic Association Division (NCAA) I
Nat i onal Chanpi onship, the team s first national chanpionship
after nine College Wrld Series appearances, five third place and
two runners-up finishes; and

VWHEREAS, the Statesnen's dream becane reality Saturday, My
29, 2004, as Delta State defeated G and Valley State 12-8 before a
crowd of 2,428 spectators at Paterson Field, and thus standing as
a testament to tenacity and persistence; and

VWHEREAS, not only has this been a long awaited treasure for
the Statesnen Team but |egend and founder of Delta State
basebal |, Boo Ferris, has cherished the day the Statesnmen would
earn a national chanpionship title; and

WHEREAS, directly synonynous with Delta State baseball, Boo
Ferris, who carved out the foundation for Delta State's basebal
program and coached the first Statesnen Team 40 years ago, watched
in awe and excitenment as the Statesnen journeyed their way to
victory, and shared in the grandeur of the historical noment when
presented the chanpionship trophy by Mke Kinnison, Delta State's

Head Coach; and
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VWHEREAS, for their superior play, many individual honors have
been bestowed on several nenbers of the Statesnmen Team i ncl uding
the nam ng of Jud Thigpen and Chris Reed to the Raw i ngs/ ABCA
Al l -Anrerica First Team the nam ng of Mark Broone to the
Rawl i ngs/ ABCA Al |l - Arerica Second Team the selection of Jud
Thi gpen, Chris Reed, Craig Newton and Mark Broone to the
Rawl i ngs/ ABCA Al'l -South Central Region First Team the selection
of Josh Barton to the Raw i ngs/ ABCA Al |l -South Central Region
Second Team the nam ng of Mark Broone, Eric Patten, Jud Thigpen
and Matt McAlpin to the All-Qilf South Conference First Team the
nam ng of Craig Newton, Clay Smth, Chris Reed and Josh Barton to
the All-Gulf South Conference Second Team the nam ng of Bert
Pickard as @Gulf South Conference Player of the Wek; and

VWHEREAS, additional honors and recognitions include the
sel ection of Matt MAlpin as Gulf South Conference Pitcher of the
Week; the nam ng of Bert Pickard as NCAA Division Il Chanpionship
Tour nanent MVP; the selection of Bert Pickard, Craig Newon and
Scott Ellison to the NCAA Division Il Chanpionship All-Tournanment
Team the nam ng of WII Wal dkirch as NCAA South Central Region
Tour nanent MVP; the selection of WII Wl dkirch, Craig New on,
Eric Patten, Jud Thigpen and Josh Barton to the South Central
Regi on Al - Tournament Team the nam ng of Mark Broone as Qulf
Sout h Conference Tournanment M/P; and the sel ection of Mark Broone,
Clay Smth, Chris Reed, Brad Lightsey and Jud Thigpen to the Qulf
Sout h Conference All-Tournanment Team and

VWHEREAS, Jud Thi gpen, who set a Delta State single-season
record with 112 hits, becanme the first Statesman to accumnul ate
nore than 100 hits with 261 at-bats, was nanmed Raw i ngs/ ABCA
Division Il Player of the Year, Rawl i ngs/ ABCA South Central Region
Pl ayer of the Year and Gulf South Conference Player of the \Wek;
and

VWHEREAS, the Statesnen have been superbly coached and

inspired this season by Coach M ke Kinnison, who has broadened the
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pl ayers' know edge of the gane and refined their skills in
execution; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Ki nni son, whose career record now stands at
370-96, giving himthe best w nning percentage anong NCAA basebal
coaches with at | east five years of head coachi ng experience, has
brought additional honor and pride to hinself and to Delta State
Uni versity upon being naned Coach of the Year for Raw i ngs/ ABCA
Division I'l, Raw ings/ ABCA South Central Region and Gulf South
Conf erence; and

WHEREAS, the Statesnen have devel oped a wi nning and
cooperative spirit and a high degree of sportsmanship, and their
activities and attitude reflect great credit upon the individual
pl ayers and their coach, and bring honor to Delta State
Uni versity; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and comrend excel |l ence, especially when evidenced by the youth of
our state who are its future:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate the Delta
State University Statesnen Baseball Team and its coach for an
out st andi ng 2003- 2004 season, for w nning the NCAA Division |
Nat i onal Chanpi onship and for displaying tireless devotion to its
athletic endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Delta State University, Head Coach M ke Kinni son, Boo

Ferris and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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