M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Fornby, To: Rules
Dedeaux, Broonfield, Conpretta,

Cumm ngs, Ellington, Fredericks,

Frierson, Quice, |Ishee, Janus,

Pat t erson, Peranich, Pierce,

Upshaw
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 1

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON ENCOURAG NG CONGRESS TO ENACT AND
2 FULLY FUND THE NATI ONAL AERONAUTI CS AND SPACE ADM NI STRATI ON' S
3 VISION FOR SPACE EXPLORATI ON.
4 VWHEREAS, the United States has a proud tradition of
5 leadership in space exploration and scientific discovery; and
6 VWHEREAS, the United States' exploration of space has led to
7 technol ogi cal advances that inprove our lives in countless ways;
8 and
9 VWHEREAS, on January 14, 2004, President CGeorge W Bush

10 announced a new vision for United States space exploration, with
11 the goal of returning humans to the noon within the next decade

12 and extending a human presence across our solar system and

13 VWHEREAS, the President's fiscal year 2005 budget request for
14 the National Aeronautics and Space Admi nistration (NASA) is $1

15 billion higher than the previous year's request and woul d redirect
16 $11 billion in the existing funding to provide a total $12 billion
17 over five years to hel p address the space exploration vision; and
18 VWHEREAS, in early June 2004, the President's Conm ssion on

19 Inplenentation of the United States Space Exploration Policy wll
20 issue its recommendations on how to inplenent the exploration

21 vision; and

22 VWHEREAS, for nore than 40 years, the State of M ssissippi has
23 played an inportant role in the United States' space program wth
24 the John C. Stennis Space Center |ocated in Hancock County,

25 M ssissippi, serving as the nation's primary rocket propul sion

26 testing facility; and
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VWHEREAS, every United States astronaut who has traveled in
space has flown on engines tested at the Stennis Space Center,
fromthe Saturn V engines that took Apollo astronauts to the noon,
to the Space Shuttle main engines that have orbited the earth
since 1981; and

WHEREAS, Stennis Space Center al so nanages NASA' s Earth
Sci ence application program using results fromEarth Science
research and renote sensing satellites to enable nore inforned
deci sions in disaster managenent, conmunity pl anning,
environmental quality and natural resources; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi universities and conpani es have,
| i kewi se, played a major role in providing a skilled engi neering
and scientific work force and in conducting research and
devel opnent required to performthe inportant m ssions of NASA and
ot her resident agencies at Stennis Space Center; and

VWHEREAS, the State of Mssissippi is conmtted to continuing
its contributions to the nation's space program by maxi m zi ng the
t axpayers investnments in the propulsion testing infrastructure and
buffer zone at Stennis Space Center, as well as the investnents in
M ssi ssippi university research prograns, and in supplying a
technically conpetent work force; and

VWHEREAS, these capabilities |located within the State of
M ssissippi wll continue to be inportant elenents in carrying out
NASA' s future m ssion:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we support NASA's goal of returning humans to the
noon and pursui ng human exploration of Mars and the sol ar system
that we support continued funding of human space flight, Earth
Sci ence and ot her NASA prograns, as well as continued fundi ng of
the space-related infrastructure at the John C. Stennis Space
Center, and we hereby encourage the Congress of the United States

to enact and fully fund the proposed budget for the Space
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Expl orati on Program as submtted in the fiscal year 2005 budget,
which will enable the United States and the State of M ssissipp
to remain | eaders in exploration and devel opnent of space.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the Governor of the State of M ssissippi, nmenbers of
the M ssissippi congressional delegation, the Director of the John
C. Stennis Space Center, the Adm nistrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Admi nistration and to the nenbers of the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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