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Adopted
AMENDMENT NO 1 PROPOSED TO

Cmte Sub for Senate Bill No. 2857

BY: Senator(s) Ross, Chamberlin

AMEND by inserting the followi ng after |line 1303 and by
renunberi ng subsequent sections accordingly:

SECTION *. (1) There is created a task force to study

voting systens that conply with the Help Anmerica Vote Act of 2002
and their suitability for use in elections in Mssissippi. The
task force shall nake a report of its findings and recomendati ons

to the Legislature during the 2005 Regul ar Sessi on, including any
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reconmended | egi sl ati on.
(2) The task force shall be conposed of the follow ng
menbers:
(a) The Secretary of State, or his designee;
(b) The Chairman of the Elections Commttee of the
Senat e;
(c) The Chairman of the Apportionnent and El ections
Comm ttee of the House of Representatives;
(d) Acircuit clerk appointed by the President of the
M ssi ssi ppi Association of GCrcuit Cerks;
(e) A nenber of the general public who is not an
el ected official or state enpl oyee, appointed by the Governor;
(f) A nenber of the general public who is not an
el ected official or state enpl oyee, appointed by the Lieutenant

Governor; and
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(g) A nenber of the general public who is not an
el ected official or state enpl oyee, appointed by the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives.

(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after
the effective date of this act, and, within fifteen (15) days
thereafter on a day to be designated jointly by the Speaker of the
House and the Lieutenant Governor, the task force shall neet and
organi ze by selecting fromits nenbership a chairnman and a vice
chairman. The vice chairman shall also serve as secretary and
shal |l be responsible for keeping all records of the task force. A
majority of the nmenbers of the task force shall constitute a
qguorum In the selection of its officers and the adoption of
rules, resolutions and reports, an affirmative vote of a mgjority
of the task force shall be required. Al nenbers shall be
notified in witing of all neetings, such notices to be mailed at
| east fifteen (15) days before the date on which a neeting is to
be hel d.

(4) The task force shall study voting systens that conply
with the Hel p Anerica Vote Act of 2002 and nmeke recommendati ons
regardi ng the types of voting systens that are suitable for use in
M ssi ssi ppi .

(5) Menbers of the task force who are not |egislators, state
officials or state enpl oyees shall be conpensated at the per diem
rate authorized by Section 25-3-69 and shall be reinbursed in
accordance with Section 25-3-41 for m | eage and actual expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties. Legislative nenbers
of the task force shall be paid fromthe contingent expense funds
of their respective houses in the sane manner as provided for
commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session.

However, no per diemor expense for attending neetings of the task
force will be paid to legislative nenbers of the task force while

the Legislature is in session. No task force nenber nmay incur per
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diem travel or other expenses unless previously authorized by
vote, at a neeting of the task force, which action shall be
recorded in the official mnutes of the neeting. Nonlegislative
nmenbers shall be paid fromany funds made avail able to the task
force for that purpose.

(6) The task force shall use clerical and | egal staff
al ready enpl oyed by the Legislature and any other staff assistance
made available to it. To effectuate the purposes of this section,
any departnent, division, board, bureau, conm ssion or agency of
the state or of any political subdivision thereof shall, at the
request of the chairman of the task force, provide to the task
force such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the task
force to properly carry out its task.

(7) Upon presentation of its report to the Legislature at

t he 2005 Regul ar Session, the task force shall be dissol ved.

FURTHER, AMEND line 60 of the title by inserting the
follow ng after the sem col on

TO CREATE A TASK FORCE TO STUDY VOTI NG SYSTEMs THAT COWPLY W TH
THE HELP AMERI CA VOTE ACT OF 2002 AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE
LEG SLATURE REGARDI NG THE TYPES OF VOTI NG SYSTEMS THAT ARE

SUl TABLE FOR USE | N M SSI SSI PPI
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