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Withdrawn
AMENDMENT NO 2 PROPOSED TO

House Bill No. 1269

BY: Senator(s) Walls, Jordan, Horhn, Harden, Butler,
Frazier, Jackson (11th), Jackson (32nd), Simmons,
Thomas, Turner

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. The Legislature of the State of M ssissippi finds

and decl ares that:

(a) During the period from 1933 to 1945, six mllion
(6, 000,000) Jews and mllions of other Europeans were nurdered in
Nazi concentration canps as part of a carefully orchestrated
program of cultural, social and political genocide known as
Hol ocaust s;

(b) Following the Anerican Civil War and i mredi ately
following the end of Reconstruction in the 1880's until the md
1960's the United States, experienced an ugly episode of its
national history that has been neglected. During this period,
characterized by white supremaci st control primarily in the South
and a "laissez-fair" policy inregard to the African Anmerican
nationally, which resulted in disenfranchi senent, soci al
educational and enpl oynent discrimnation, African Anericans were
betrayed by their country and reduced to a status of quasi slavery
or "second-cl ass" citizenship. There existed a tense atnosphere

of racial hatred, ignorance and fear which bred | awl ess nassacres,
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mass vi ol ence, murder, and |ynching which clainmed the |ives of
t housands of African American nen, wonen and chil dren, including
soldiers in the United States mlitary forces, so nuch so that the
| ynching of African Anmericans in the South and border states
becane an institutionalized method used to terrorize themas a
nmeans to nmaintain white supremacy. According to the Tuskegee
Institute of Al abama, which began to make a systematic collection
and tabul ati on of lynching statistics in 1892, between 1882 and
1951, three thousand four hundred and thirty-seven (3,437) African
Americans were |lynched in the United States. The systematic
perpetration of violence based on race resulting in thousands of
deaths to African Anericans is a "hollocaust."

(c) Prior to the arrival of Christopher Colunbus, it is
estimated that the areas which constituted the forty-eight (48)
contiguous states of Anmerica was populated with in excess of
twelve mllion (12,000, 000) indigenous people or Native Anericans.
Four Centuries later the Native Anerican popul ation had been
reduced by ninety-five percent (95% to approximtely two hundred
thirty-seven thousand (237,000). After the Anmerican Revol ution,
the United States adopted a policy toward the native Anericans
known as the "conquest" theory. Based upon official policies and
practices toward the native Anericans and through the
i npl enentation of slavery, nmass exterm nation, nmassacres, hangings
en masse, roasting, hacking children into pieces, forced nass
sterilization of wonen, intentionally contam nating themwth
deadl y di seases, such as snall pox, violent and forceful renpva
and "clearing” from honel ands, which resulted in mlitary
slaughter of tribal villages, placing bounties on scal ps, and
forced assimlation including destruction of indigenous culture,
the Native Anerican has suffered |osses of mllions of people.

From t he begi nni ng of European control of what is now the United

04/ SS26/ HB1269A. 2J *SS26/HB1269A.2J*
PAGE 2



54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85

States there has been an unrelenting drive to commt genoci de of
Native Americans resulting in a "hollocaust."

(d) Al people should renenber horrible atrocities
commtted in Nazi Germany, at other times in human history as the
result of bigotry and tyranny, and therefore should continually
rededi cate thenselves to the principles of human rights and equal
protection under the |laws of a denocratic society;

(e) It is desirable to educate our citizens about the
events leading up to the Nazi Hol ocaust and ot her Hol ocausts and
about the organizations and facilities that were created and used
purposefully for the systematic destruction of human bei ngs;

(f) Hol ocaust history is the proper concern of al
peopl e, particularly students enrolled in the schools, colleges
and universities of the State of M ssissippi;

(g) Progranms, workshops, institutes, sem nars,
exhi bits, and other teacher-training activities for the study of
Hol ocausts have taken place during recent years at various mddle
school s, high schools, colleges and universities in this state;
and

(h) It is desirable to create a permanent state
conmm ssion, which as an organi zed body and on a conti nuous basis,
w Il survey, design, encourage and pronote inplenentation of
Hol ocaust educati on and awareness prograns in M ssissippi, and
w Il be responsible for organizing and pronoting the
menorial i zati on of the Nazi Hol ocaust and ot her Hol ocausts on a
regul ar basis throughout the state.

SECTION 2. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Conmm ssion

on Hol ocausts in the executive branch of state government. The
conmmi ssion shall be assigned to the Ofice of the Secretary of
State for adm nistrative purposes only.

(2) The comm ssion shall be conposed of the follow ng

nmenbers:
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(a) Ex officio nenbers as follows:

(1) The State Superintendent of Public Education
or his or her designee;

(ii1) Comm ssioner of Institutions of Hi gher
Learning or his or her designee;

(b) Public nmenbers as foll ows:

(i) Seven (7) public nenbers, at |east one (1)
fromeach of the congressional districts, to be appointed by the
Gover nor;

(i1) Five (5) public nenbers, at |east one (1)
fromeach of the congressional districts, to be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(iii1) Five (5 public nmenbers, at |east one (1)
fromeach of the congressional districts, to be appointed by the
Li eut enant CGovernor.

(c) The public nenbers of the comm ssion shall be
residents of this state and shall be appointed with due regard for
broad geographic representation. The public nmenbers should
i nclude, but are not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) I'ndividuals who have served prom nently as
spokespersons for or as | eaders of organizations or corporations
that serve nenbers of religious, ethnic, national heritage, or
soci al groups that were subjected to genocide, torture, w ongful
deprivation of liberty or property, officially inposed or
sanctioned viol ence, and other forns of human rights viol ations
and persecution at the hands of the Nazis and their collaborators
during the Nazi era,;

(11) Individuals who are experienced in the field
of Hol ocaust educati on;

(ti1) Individuals who represent |iberators of

victins of Hol ocausts; or
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117 (iv) Lay persons who have an interest in Hol ocaust
118 educati on.

119 (d) Public nenbers of the conm ssion shall be appointed
120 for the terns of five (5) years and until their respective

121 successors are appointed and qualified. Public nmenbers nay be

122 eligible for reappointnent. The office of any nenber of the

123 comm ssion who fails to attend nore than two (2) consecutive

124 neetings of the comm ssion w thout an excuse approved by a

125 resolution of the conm ssion shall become vacant. All vacancies
126 shall be filled by appointnment in the sane manner as the original
127 appointnent, and the person appointed to fill a vacancy shal

128 serve for the remainder of the unexpired term

129 (e) The comm ssion shall have a chairperson who shal
130 be appointed by the Governor for a termof five (5) years and

131 until his or her successor is appointed and qualified.

132 (f) Seven (7) nmenbers of the comm ssion shal

133 constitute a quorumfor the transaction of the business of the

134 conmmi ssion. Public nenbers shall have the right to vote on any
135 matter before the conm ssion, but ex officio nenbers and their

136 designees shall not have the right to vote.

137 (g) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal
138 appoint a nenber of the House of Representatives and the

139 Lieutenant Governor shall appoint a nmenber of the Senate to serve
140 as advisors to the conm ssion.

141 (3) The M ssissippi Comm ssion on Hol ocausts shall adopt

142 rules and regul ations and set standards and policies for the

143 organi zation, operation, managenent, budgeting and prograns of the
144  conmm ssi on.

145 (a) The comm ssion shall provide, based upon the

146 col l ective know edge and experience of its nmenbers, assistance and

147 advice to public and private schools, colleges and universities
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Wi th respect to the inplenentation of Hol ocaust education and
awar eness prograns.

(b) The comm ssion shall neet with appropriate
education officials and other interested public and private
organi zati ons, including service organi zations, for the purpose of
provi di ng i nformation, planning, coordination, or nodification of
courses of study or prograns dealing with the subject of
Hol ocausts.

(c) The comm ssion shall survey and catal ogue the
extent of Hol ocausts and genoci de education presently being
incorporated into the curricula and taught in the educational
systemof this state.

(d) The comm ssion shall inventory those Hol ocaust
menorials, exhibits and resources that could not be incorporated
into courses of study or prograns at various |ocations and ot her
educati onal agencies for the devel opnent and i npl enentation of
Hol ocaust and genoci de education prograns. |In furtherance of this
responsibility, the conm ssion nmay contact and cooperate with
exi sting Hol ocaust and genoci de public and private nonprofit
resource organi zations and may act as a |iaison concerning
Hol ocaust and genoci de educati on or nenbers of the United States
Senat e and House of Representatives, the M ssissippi Senate and
House of Representatives, the United States Hol ocaust Menori al
Museum and ot her national and international Hol ocaust agenci es.

(e) The comm ssion shall conpile a roster of individual
volunteers who are willing to share their verifiable know edge and
experience in classroons, senm nars and workshops on the subject of
Hol ocausts. The volunteers may be survivors of Hol ocausts,
| i berators of concentration canps, scholars, nenbers of the
clergy, community rel ations professionals, and other persons who,
by virtue of their experience, education, or interest, have

experience with Hol ocausts.
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(f) The comm ssion shall coordinate events
menori al i zi ng Hol ocausts and seeks volunteers who are wlling and
able to participate in commenorative events that will enhance
public awareness of the significance of Hol ocausts.

(g) The comm ssion shall prepare reports for the
Governor and the Legislature regarding its findings and
recommendations to facilitate the inclusion of Hol ocaust studies
and speci al prograns nenorializing Hol ocausts in educati onal
systens of this state.

(h) The comm ssion shall appoint advisory commttees to
advi se the comm ssion on the fulfillnment of its duties.

(4) The comm ssion may receive gifts, grants and donati ons
fromany public or private sources. Menbers of the conm ssion may
not be conpensated for the performance of their duties except from
funds that are specifically appropriated therefor by the
Legi slature or fromgifts, grants or donati ons.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl COW SSI ON ON HOLOCAUSTS; TO

PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE COW SSI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR THE
POWNERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COW SSI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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