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Senate Amendments to House Bill No. 588
TO THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE:

THIS IS TO | NFORM YOU THAT THE SENATE HAS ADCPTED THE AMENDMENTS SET OUT
BELOW

AMENDMENT NO. 1

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 43-15-117, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

43-15-117. (1) Except as provided in this article, no
person, agency, firm corporation, association or group children's
home may engage in child placing, or solicit noney or other
assi stance for child placing, without a valid |license issued by
t he division.

(2) (a) An attorney, physician or other person may assist a
parent in identifying or locating a person interested in adopting
the parent's child, or in identifying or locating a child to be
adopted. However, no paynent, charge, fee, reinbursenent of
expense, or exchange of value of any kind, or prom se or agreenent
to make the sane, may be nmade for that assistance.

(b) An attorney, physician or other person may not:

(i) Issue or cause to be issued to any person a
card, sign or device indicating that he or she is available to
provi de that assi stance;

(i1) Cause, permt or allow any sign or marking
indicating that he or she is available to provide that assistance,
on or in any building or structure;

(tii1) Announce or cause, permt or allow an
announcenent indicating that he or she is available to provide
t hat assistance, to appear in any newspaper, magazi ne, directory
or on radio or television; or

(iv) Advertise by any other neans that he or she
is available to provide that assistance.
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(3) Nothing in this section precludes paynent of usual and
customary fees for nedical, |egal or other [awful services,

including, but not limted to, |iving expenses and ot her defrayed

living expenses, rendered in connection with the care of a nother,

delivery and care of a child, or counseling for the parents and/or
the child, and for the | egal proceedings related to | awful
adoption proceedi ngs; and no provision of this section abrogates
the right of procedures for independent adoption as provi ded by

| aw.

(4) The division is specifically authorized to pronul gate
rul es under the Adm nistrative Procedures Law, Title 25, Chapter
43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, to regul ate fees charged by |icensed
chil d-placing agencies, if it determnes that the practices of
those licensed chil d-placing agenci es denonstrates that the fees
charged are excessive or that any of the agency's practices are

deceptive or m sl eadi ng; however, those rules regarding fees shal

take into account the use of any sliding fee by an agency that
uses a sliding fee procedure to permt prospective adoptive
parents of varying income levels to utilize the services of those
agenci es or persons.

(5) The division shall promul gate rul es under the

Adm ni strative Procedures Law, Title 25, Chapter 43, M ssissipp
Code of 1972, to require that all licensed child-placing agencies
provide witten disclosures to all prospective adoptive parents of
any fees or other charges for each service perfornmed by the agency
or person, and file an annual report with the division that states
the fees and charges for those services, and to require themto
informthe division in witing thirty (30) days in advance of any
proposed changes to the fees or charges for those services.

(6) The division is specifically authorized to disclose to
prospective adoptive parents or other interested persons any fees
charged by any licensed child-placing agency, attorney or
counseling service or counselor for all l|egal and counseling

services provided by that licensed child-placing agency, attorney
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SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-15-117, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO CLARI FY WHAT OTHER LAWFUL SERVI CES MAY BE PAI D BY A
CHI LD- PLACI NG AGENCY WHEN RENDERED | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE CARE OF
A MOTHER;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

SS02\ HB588A. J

John O Gl bert
Secretary of the Senate
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