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House Amendments to Senate Bill No. 2441
TO THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE:

THIS IS TO | NFORM YOU THAT THE HOUSE HAS ADOPTED THE AMENDMENTS SET OUT
BELOW

AMENDMENT NO. 1

AMEND by inserting the following after |ine 90 and by
renunberi ng the succeedi ng secti on:

SECTION 2. Sections 2 through 7 of this act shall be known

and may be cited as the "M ssissippi Seniors and Indigents Rx
Program ™"

SECTION 3. As used in Sections 2 through 7 of this act, the

following terms shall have the follow ng neanings:
(a) "Departnment” neans the State Departnent of Health.
(b) "Progranmt means the M ssissippi Seniors and
I ndi gents Rx Program established in Sections 2 through 7 of this
act .

SECTION 4. (1) The Legislature finds that nmany | ow i ncone

seniors and other indigents are unaware of bona fide assi stance
prograns that are voluntarily offered by pharmaceutica

manuf acturers to the elderly and underprivileged. It is the
intent of the Legislature to take steps necessary to nake it nore
wi dely known that such assistance is available and to nmake it
easier for people to apply for that assistance.

(2) The M ssissippi Seniors and Indigents Rx Programis
established in the State Departnment of Health to help seniors and
qualified indigents in accessing pharmaceuti cal manufacturers’

di scount cards and pharnaceutical assistance prograns and to
provi de seniors and qualified indigents with applications for
those prograns. The department shall coordinate the operation of
the programwith the Division of Medicaid, the Departnent of
Mental Health, the Departnment of Human Services and the State
Department of Rehabilitation Services to insure that the services
avai |l abl e under the program are maxi m zed and that paperwork and

i nconveni ence to the seniors and qualified indigents are
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mnimzed. The departnment nay devel op, maintain and nmake
avai l abl e an Internet-based application formto the general public
and to each of those state agencies so that seniors and qualified
i ndi gents may get applications for pharnmaceutical assistance
prograns at the |ocal offices of any of those state agencies. The
departnment may coordi nate with pharmaceutical nmanufacturers to
obtain program applications at no cost to the state.

SECTION 5. Subject to appropriation for the program the

departnment may provide assistance to persons determned to be
eligible for services authorized by Sections 2 through 7 of this
act. The assistance provided by the departnment may i ncl ude:

(a) Assisting seniors and qualified indigents in
accessi ng manuf acturers' pharmaceutical assistance program
applications; and

(b) Assisting seniors and qualified indigents in
appl ying for manufacturers' pharnmaceutical assistance prograns.

SECTION 6. The departnent may seek and receive voluntary

noni es from any sources, including federal funds and gifts, which
shal | be expended for the purposes specified in Sections 2 through
7 of this act. The departnent also may accept voluntary funding
in the formof grants available to build conmunity, public sector
and private sector partnerships. The departnent shall include

wi thin the devel opnent of the programthe assistance of

foundati ons, i ndependent and chain comunity pharnacists,

vol unt eers, state agencies, comrunity groups, religious groups,
area agenci es on aging, corporations, hospitals, physicians, and
any other entity that can further the intent of the program

SECTION 7. The departnment shall prepare and submt an annual

report on the programto the Governor, Lieutenant Governor,

Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Chairman of the
Senate Public Health and Welfare Commttee and the Chairman of the
House Public Health and Human Services Commttee. Those reports
shal |l include the nunber of clients served, the nunber of
prescriptions filled and refilled, and the val ue of the drugs
provi ded.
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SECTION 8. (1) The State Board of Pharmacy may establish

and maintain a control |l ed substances prescription nonitoring
program which may be an electronic systemfor nonitoring the
di spensing of controlled substances in the state.

(2) The board may contract with a vendor to establish and
mai ntain the electronic nonitoring system under guidelines
promul gated by the board.

(3) The board may pronul gate such rules and regul ati ons as

necessary to inplenent the program

HRO3\ SB2441A. 1J
Don Ri chardson
Clerk of the House of Representatives
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