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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MADAM PRESI DENT AND MR. SPEAKER

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anmendnments to the
follow ng entitled BILL:

S. B. No. 3143: Appropriation; Veterans Affairs Bd.
We, therefore, respectfully subnmit the follow ng report and recomrendati on:
1. That the House recede fromits Amendnent No. 1.

2. That the Senate and House adopt the foll owi ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
General Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the purpose of
defraying the expenses and paying salaries of the Veterans Affairs
Board for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004, and endi ng
June 30, 2005. .. ... . . .. $ 1, 355, 025. 00.

SECTION 2. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the specia
fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the Veterans Affairs
Board which is conprised of special source funds collected by or
ot herwi se available to the board, for the support and mai nt enance
of said board for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004, and
ending June 30, 2005......... ... ... ... .. . ... $ 26, 822, 997. 00.

SECTION 3. Wth the funds appropriated under the provisions
of Sections 1 and 2, the follow ng positions are authorized:

AUTHORI ZED POSI TI ONS:

Per manent : Full Time ........... 80
Part Tinme ........... 0
Time-Limted: Full Time ........... 620
Part Tinme ........... 100

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency's responsibility to
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make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Persona
Services" for Fiscal Year 2006 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2005
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency's Fiscal Year 2006 budget by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legi slature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget Ofice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annua
cost and/ or the Fiscal Year 2005 appropriation for "Personal
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds.
If, at the tinme the agency takes any action to change "Personal
Services," the State Personnel Board determ nes that the agency
has taken an action which would cause the agency to exceed this
proj ected annual cost or the Fiscal Year 2005 "Personal Services”
appropriated |l evel, when annualized, then only those actions which
reduce the projected annual cost and/or the appropriation
requirenment will be processed by the State Personnel Board until
such time as the requirenents of this provision are net.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be made in accordance wth
the ternms, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Personnel Board shall not escal ate positions without witten
approval fromthe Departnment of Finance and Administration. The
Departnment of Finance and Administration shall not provide witten
approval to escal ate any funds for salaries and/or positions
wi t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel .

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be

used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
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bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

The agency shall not award sal ary increases through
real |l ocation, reclassification, realignnent, education benchmark,
or career |adder.

SECTION 4. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Sections 1 and 2, funds in the anmount of Two Hundred Fifty
Thousand Dol | ars ($250, 000.00) are provided to defray the cost of
providing care to indigent/|low-income Mssissippi veterans and the
non-veteran surviving spouses of M ssissippi veterans if the
surviving spouse was a resident of a state veterans hone at the
time of the veteran's death and who, subsequent to the veteran's
death, neets the indigent/lowincone criteria established by the
State Veterans Affairs Board, in the state veterans hones. It is
the intention of the Legislature that the provision pertaining to
use of indigent/lowincone surviving spouses be retroactive for
any such period, prior to the effective date of this act, that a
current surviving spouse may have nmet the criteria. This section
and its provisions shall be known and cited as the "H lton R
*Jack' Vance Act of 1997."

SECTION 5. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Section 2, Six Hundred Twenty-one Thousand Four Hundred Seventy-
two Dol lars ($621,472.00) shall be derived fromthe Health Care
Expendabl e Fund created in Section 43-13-407, M ssissippi Code of
1972, for the support and nmi ntenance of the Veterans' Affairs
Boar d.

SECTION 6. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Veterans Affairs Board shall nmaintain conplete accounting and
personnel records related to the expenditure of all funds
appropri ated under the provisions of this act and that such
records shall be in the sane format and | evel of details as
mai ntai ned for Fiscal Year 2004. It is further the intention of
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the Legislature that the budget request for Fiscal Year 2006 shal
be submitted to the Joint Legislative Budget Comrittee in a format
and | evel of detail conparable to the format and | evel of detai
provi ded during the Fiscal Year 2005 budget request process.

SECTION 7. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fisca
O ficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers in the manner provided by |aw.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.

CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE
X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Jack Gordon Johnny W Stringer

X (S| GNED) X ('Sl GNED)

H |l man Terome Frazier Joseph L. Warren

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Benni e L. Turner Jack CGadd
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