11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MADAM PRESI DENT AND MR. SPEAKER

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anmendnments to the
follow ng entitled BILL:

S. B. No. 3128: Appropriation; Tax Commi ssi on.
We, therefore, respectfully subnmit the follow ng report and recomendati on:
1. That the House recede fromits Amendnent No. 1.

2. That the Senate and House adopt the foll owi ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
General Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the purpose of
defrayi ng the expenses of the State Tax Conmi ssion, including the
Honmest ead Exenption Division, the Mdtor Vehicle Conptroller
functions, the Al coholic Beverage Control Division and the Bureau
of Tel ecommuni cations for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004,
and ending June 30, 2005 ............ ... .. .... $ 41, 256, 303. 00.

SECTION 2. The following sum or so nuch thereof as nmay be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the specia
fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the State Tax
Commi ssi on which are collected by or otherw se becone avail abl e
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the comm ssion for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004, and endi ng June 30,

2005 .. $ 6, 469, 347. 00.

SECTION 3. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Sections 1 and 2, not nore than the amounts set forth bel ow shal
be expended for the respective major objects or purposes of
expendi ture:

MAJOR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE

Per sonal Servi ces:

Sal aries, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 32, 323,897.00
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Travel and Subsistence................ 1, 155, 756. 00
Contractual Services ...............vu..... 12, 207, 496. 00
Commodi ti €S. . .. 1, 560, 270. 00
Capital CQutl ay:

O her Than Equipnent ................. 0. 00
Equipnment . ... .. .. 475, 000. 00
Subsi dies, Loans and Grants................ 3,231.00
Total ... $ 47, 725, 650. 00
FUNDI NG
General Funds............ ... ... .. ... .... $ 41, 256, 303. 00
Special Funds............ ... ... . ... . . . ..... 6, 469, 347. 00
Total ... $ 47, 725, 650. 00

AUTHORI ZED POSI TI ONS:

Per manent : Full Time ........... 796
Part Tinme ........... 21
Time-Limted: Full Time ........... 0
Part Tinme ........... 0

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency's responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Persona
Services" for Fiscal Year 2006 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2005
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency's Fiscal Year 2006 budget by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legi slature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget Ofice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annua
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2005 appropriation for "Persona
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds.
If, at the tinme the agency takes any action to change "Personal
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Services," the State Personnel Board determ nes that the agency
has taken an action which woul d cause the agency to exceed this
proj ected annual cost or the Fiscal Year 2005 "Personal Services"
appropriated |l evel, when annualized, then only those actions which
reduce the projected annual cost and/or the appropriation
requirenent will be processed by the State Personnel Board until
such time as the requirenents of this provision are net.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be made in accordance wth
the ternms, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Personnel Board shall not escal ate positions without witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration. The
Department of Finance and Administration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
wi t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel .

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

SECTION 4. It shall be the duty of the Chairman of the State
Tax Conmi ssion, and he is hereby enpowered to select in the manner
provi ded by Section 27-3-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, such
enpl oyees as may be necessary to the adm nistration of all acts
relating to the exenption of homesteads and the rei nbursenent of
tax |l osses to the several taxing units of the state, and to assign
themto the use of the State Tax Comm ssion

SECTION 5. The noney herein appropriated may be used for any
expenses which the comm ssion may legally incur. Provided,
however, that no part of the noney herein appropriated shall be
used for the paynent of attorney's fees, except upon
recomendati on of the Governor with the approval of the Attorney
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97 General, nor shall any of said funds be used either directly or

98 indirectly for the purpose of paying any clerk, stenographer,

99 assistant, deputy or other enployee who may be rel ated by bl ood or
100 nmarriage within the third degree, conputed by the rule of civil
101 law, to the official enploying or having the right of enploynent
102 or selection thereof, except that when the relationship is by
103 affinity and the person is dead through whomthe rel ati onship was
104 established, this rule shall not apply. 1In the event of any such
105 paynent, then the official or person approving and maki ng such
106 paynment shall be liable to return to the State of M ssissippi and
107 to pay into the State Treasury to the credit of the General Fund
108 three (3) tinmes any such anount so paid to be recovered at suit by
109 the Attorney General.

110 SECTION 6. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
111 necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
112 General Fund not otherw se appropriated, to the State Tax

113 Conmission for the purpose of reinbursing the counties of the

114 state, the road districts and school districts therein and the
115 nunici pal separate school districts, for tax |osses incurred by
116 reason of the exenption of honmes fromcertain ad val oremtaxes
117 under the provisions of Section 27-33-1 et seq., M ssissippi Code
118 of 1972, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004, and endi ng
119 June 30, 2005. .. ... . . . e $ 75,377, 073. 00.
120 SECTION 7. Each county, road district, school district and
121 nunici pal separate school district which has incurred a tax |oss
122 that is reinbursable under Section 6 shall be reinbursed a sum
123 which is equivalent to the amobunt of tax | oss produced by the

124 application of tax rates annually fixed for maintenance and

125 current expenses to the assessed val ue of hones, or so nuch

126 thereof as has been |awfully authorized under the provisions of

127 Section 27-33-1 et seq., Mssissippi Code of 1972.
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The di sbursenments fromthe funds appropriated under the
provi sions of Section 6 shall be based upon the certificates
required of the clerks of the county boards of supervisors and of
the clerks of the municipalities, which certificates shall conform
strictly in every respect to the requirenents of the provisions of
Section 27-33-1 et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972.

Al'l disbursenments fromthe funds appropriated under the
provi sions of Section 6 shall be nade strictly in accordance with
the provisions of Section 27-33-1 et seq., M ssissippi Code of
1972, and no di sbursenents other than those clearly authorized by
t hose sections shall be nmade, the provisions of any other lawto
the contrary notw t hstandi ng.

SECTION 8. The following sum or so nuch thereof as nmay be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
General Fund not otherw se appropriated, to the License Tag
Commi ssion for the purchase and delivery of notor vehicle |icense
tags for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004, and ending
June 30, 2005. .. ... . . . . $ 1, 086, 694. 00.

SECTION 9. None of the funds appropriated in Section 8 shal
be expended to purchase notor vehicle |license tags nade or
manuf act ured by any departnment, agency or instrunentality of a
state other than the State of M ssissippi. None of the funds
appropriated in this section shall be used for the purchase of
bolts, nuts or other fastening devices for attaching said notor
vehicle license tags. Provided, further, that all notor vehicles
bel onging to any state departnment, agency, comr ssion, institution
or any other division of State Governnent shall have |icense tags
whi ch shall bear the words "State Property” at the bottom of such
i cense tags.

SECTION 10. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Tax Comm ssion shall have the authority to escalate it's
budget in an anobunt not to exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dol | ars

04/ SS05/ SB3128CR. 2J *SS05/0SB3128CR.2J* (S AP (H AP
PAGE 5 All 2



160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185

(%200, 000. 00) and Seven (7) PINS, contingent upon the passage of
House Bill 992 of the 2004 Regul ar Session, for costs associ ated
with expedited title processing.

SECTION 11. O the funds appropriated under the provisions
of Section 8, not nore than the anmounts set forth bel ow shall be
expended for the respective mjor objects or purposes of
expendi ture:

MAJOR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE

Per sonal Servi ces:

Sal aries, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 0. 00

Travel and Subsistence................ 0. 00
Contractual Services ...................... 0. 00
Comodities. .. ...... ..t 1, 086, 694. 00
Capital Qutlay:

O her Than Equipnent ................. 0. 00

Equipnment . ... .. .. 0. 00
Subsi di es, Loans and G ants................ 0. 00

Total ... $ 1, 086, 694. 00
SECTION 12. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by

the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fiscal
O ficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers, in the manner provided by | aw
SECTION 13. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.

CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Jack Gordon Johnny W Stringer

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Dean Kir by George Fl aggs, Jr.

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Perry Lee WlliamMles
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