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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MADAM PRESI DENT AND MR. SPEAKER

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anmendnments to the
follow ng entitled BILL:

S. B. No. 3109: Appropriation; Secretary of State.
We, therefore, respectfully submt the followi ng report and reconmrendati on:
1. That the House recede fromits Amendment No. 1.

2. That the Senate and House adopt the foll owi ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

in lieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
Treasury to the credit of the Ofice of the Secretary of State,
for the purpose of defraying the expenses incurred by said office
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004, and endi ng
June 30, 2005. .. ... . . .. $ 9, 964, 285. 00.

SECTION 2. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Section 1, not nore than the anmounts set forth bel ow shall be
expended for the respective major objects or purposes of
expendi t ure:

MAJOR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE

Per sonal Servi ces:

Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 4,921, 128. 00
Travel and Subsistence................ 60, 000. 00
Contractual Services ........... ... ..... 3,227,427. 00
Commodi ti €S, ... i 580, 730. 00

Capital CQutl ay:

O her Than Equipnent ................. 0. 00
Equipnment . ... .. .. 25, 000. 00
Subsi dies, Loans and Grants................ 1,150, 000. 00
Total . ... $ 9, 964, 285. 00

AUTHORI ZED POSI Tl ONS:
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Per manent : Full Time ........... 73
Part Tinme ........... 0
Time-Limted: Full Time ........... 19
Part Tinme ........... 0

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency's responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Persona
Services" for Fiscal Year 2006 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2005
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency's Fiscal Year 2006 budget by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legi slature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ati ve Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shall
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annua
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2005 appropriation for "Persona
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds.
If, at the tinme the agency takes any action to change "Personal
Services," the State Personnel Board determ nes that the agency
has taken an action which would cause the agency to exceed this
proj ected annual cost or the Fiscal Year 2005 "Personal Services”
appropriated |l evel, when annualized, then only those actions which
reduce the projected annual cost and/or the appropriation
requirenent will be processed by the State Personnel Board until
such time as the requirenents of this provision are net.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be made in accordance wth
the ternms, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al | owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Personnel Board shall not escal ate positions without witten
approval fromthe Departnment of Finance and Administration. The
Departnment of Finance and Administration shall not provide witten
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approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
wi t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel .

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

SECTION 3. None of the funds appropriated by this act shal
be expended for any purpose that is not actually required or
necessary for perform ng any of the powers or duties of the Ofice
of the Secretary of State that are authorized by the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890, state or federal law, or rules or
regul ations that inplenment state or federal |aw

SECTION 4. No part of the funds appropriated herein shall be
used either directly or indirectly, for the purpose of paying any
cl erk, stenographer, assistant, deputy, or other person who may be
related by blood or marriage within the third degree, conmputed by
the rules of the civil law, to the official enploying or having
the right of enploynment or selection thereof; and in the event of
any such paynent, then the official or person approving and making
or receiving such paynment shall be jointly and severally liable to
return to the State of Mssissippi and to pay into the State
Treasury three (3) times any such anobunt so paid or received, to
be recovered at suit of the Attorney Ceneral; provided that when
the relationship is by affinity and the person through whomthe
relati onship was established is dead, this provision shall not
apply.

SECTION 5. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Secretary of State shall have the authority to accept proceeds and
revenues fromfines, awards, or settlenents produced by
adm ni strative or court actions involving the enforcenment of the
M ssi ssi ppi Securities Act and the Regul ation of Charitable
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Solicitations Act. Such funds are to be escalated in accordance
wi th procedures for federal fund escalations as established in
Section 27-104-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and expended for the
pur poses of enforcenent of the M ssissippi Securities Act and the
regul ation of the Charitable Solicitations Act in accordance with
applicable rules and regul ations of the State Fiscal Oficer. It
is the intention of the Legislature that the funds deposited to
the Securities Enforcenent Act and Regul ation of Charitable
Solicitations Act Fund be maintai ned separate and apart from ot her
speci al funds derived fromfees charged by the Secretary of State
and shall remain in that fund to be used by the Secretary of State
as aut hori zed herein.

SECTION 6. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Secretary of State shall have the authority to accept proceeds and
revenues fromthe sale of tax forfeited properties in accordance
wWith Section 29-1-95. These funds shall be deposited into a
Special Fund in the State Treasury called the Land Records
Mai nt enance Fund. Such funds are to be escal ated in accordance
with procedures for federal fund escal ations as established in
Section 27-104-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and expended for the
pur poses of preserving state |and records and di sposition of tax
forfeited properties in accordance with applicable rules and
regul ations of the State Fiscal Oficer. It is the intention of
the Legislature that the funds deposited to the Land Records
Mai nt enance Fund be nmi ntai ned separate and apart from ot her
Speci al Funds derived fromfees charged by the Secretary of State
and shall remain in that fund to be used by the Secretary of State
as aut hori zed herein.

SECTION 7. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Secretary of State shall have the authority to accept proceeds and
revenues fromthe | ease rentals of tidelands and subnerged | ands
in accordance with Section 29-1-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972.
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These funds shall be deposited into a special fund in the State
Treasury called the Public Trust Tidelands Fund. Such funds are
to be escalated in accordance with procedures for federal fund
escal ations as established in Section 27-104-21, M ssissippi Code
of 1972, and expended for the purposes of nmanaging the state
ti del ands and subnerged | ands in accordance with applicable rules
and regul ations of the State Fiscal Oficer. It is the intention
of the Legislature that the funds deposited to the Public Trust
Ti del ands Fund be nmai ntai ned separate and apart from ot her speci al
funds derived fromfees charged by the Secretary of State and
shall be used by the Secretary of State as authorized herein.

SECTION 8. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
agency shall provide a report reflecting Fiscal Year 2004 usage of
wi rel ess communi cati on devices which shall include cellular
phones, two-way radi os, pagers, or any other neans of wrel ess
conmuni cations to the Chairman of the House Appropriations
Committee, the Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Conmttee,
and the State Auditor by Septenber 1, 2004. The report shal
contain, but not be limted to, the follow ng:

(1) The nunber of w reless comuni cation devices provided to
enpl oyees by the agency;

(2) The annual cost of usage of w reless communication
devi ces by each enpl oyee of the agency who is issued a wreless
conmmuni cati on devi ce;

(3) Separate justification of the usage of wrel ess
comuni cati on devices by those enpl oyees i ssued wirel ess
conmmuni cati on devi ces; and

(4) To determ ne whether quantifiable benefits are
associated with the utilization of wireless conmunicati ons and
whet her such service provides nore efficient or effective service

del i very.
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SECTION 9. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fiscal
O ficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers in the manner provided by |aw

SECTION 10. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.

CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE
X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Jack Gordon Johnny W Stringer

X (S| GNED) (NOT S| GNED)

Billy Thanes Li nda Col enman

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Dean Kir by David L. G een
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