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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MR, SPEAKER AND MADAM PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anmendnments to the
follow ng entitled BILL:

H B. No. 1736: Appropriation; State Forestry Comr ssion.
We, therefore, respectfully submit the follow ng report and recomrendati on:
1. That the Senate recede fromits Amendnent No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the followi ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

SECTION 1. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
General Fund not ot herw se appropriated, for the support and
mai nt enance of the State Forestry Conmm ssion for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 2004, and ending June 30, 2005................
............................................ $ 19, 782, 777. 00.

SECTION 2. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the specia
fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the State Forestry
Comm ssion which is conprised of special source funds coll ected by
or otherw se available to the comm ssion, for the support and
mai nt enance of the conm ssion for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 2004, and ending June 30, 2005............ ... . . ... .. ....
............................................ $ 8,691, 299. 00.

O the funds specified in this section, Two Hundred Fifty
Thousand Dol | ars ($250, 000. 00) shall be deposited in a fund
created in the State Treasury called the "Forest |nprovenent
Revol ving Fund.” Mney in this fund shall be used by the State
Forestry Commi ssion to assist in the reforestation and grow h
i nprovenent of the forests, woodl ands, and publicly owned | ands of
the state, including sixteenth section | ands, Canp Shel by,

Col unbi a Trai ning School and coll eges and universities.
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Landowners who contract with the conm ssion for such work shal

pay to the comm ssion its actual

Money received for this work by the comm ssion shal

the State Treasury,
nmoney in the "Forest

SECTI ON 3.

Section 1 and Section 2,

shal |

expendi ture:

cost for conducti
and the State Treasurer shal

| mpr ovenent Revol ving Fund. "

be expended for the respective major objects or

MAJCR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE

ng such worKk.
be paid into

deposit such

O the funds appropriated under the provisions of

not nore than the anpbunts set forth bel ow

pur poses of

Per sonal Servi ces:
Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 20, 801, 351. 00
Travel and Subsistence................ 60, 000. 00
Contractual Services ........... ... ..... 2,152, 519. 00
Commodi ti €S. . .. i 1, 655, 000. 00
Capital CQutl ay:
O her Than Equipnent ................. 100, 000. 00
Equipnment . ... .. .. 1, 200, 000. 00
Subsi dies, Loans and Grants................ 2, 505, 206. 00
Total ... $ 28,474, 076. 00
FUNDI NG
General Funds........... ... . . . .. .. . . ... .. $ 19, 782, 777. 00
Special Funds........... ... ... . ... . . . ..... 8, 691, 299. 00
Total ... $ 28,474, 076. 00
AUTHORI ZED PQOSI TI ONS:
Per manent : Full Time ........... 653
Part Time ........... 58
Time-Limted: Full Tine ........... 0
Part Time ........... 0

Wth the funds

t he Legi sl ature that

make certain that funds required to be appropriated for
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Services" for Fiscal Year 2006 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2005
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless progranms or positions
are added to the agency's Fiscal Year 2006 budget by the

M ssi ssi ppi Legi slature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
t hat no single personnel action increases this projected annua
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2005 appropriation for "Persona

Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds.
If, at the tinme the agency takes any action to change "Personal
Services," the State Personnel Board determ nes that the agency
has taken an action which would cause the agency to exceed this
proj ected annual cost or the Fiscal Year 2005 "Personal Services”
appropriated | evel, when annualized, then only those actions which
reduce the projected annual cost and/or the appropriation
requirenent will be processed by the State Personnel Board until
such time as the requirenents of this provision are net.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be nmade in accordance wth
the ternms, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al | owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Personnel Board shall not escal ate positions without witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Administration. The
Departnent of Finance and Admi nistration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
wi t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel .

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.
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SECTION 4. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Forestry Comm ssion shall maintain conplete accounting and
personnel records related to the expenditure of all funds
appropriated under this act and that such records shall be in the
same format and |level of detail as maintained for Fiscal Year
2004. It is further the intention of the Legislature that the
agency' s budget request for Fiscal Year 2006 shall be submitted to
the Joint Legislative Budget Conmttee in a format and | evel of
detail conparable to the format and | evel of detail provided
during the Fiscal Year 2005 budget request process.

SECTION 5. In conpliance with the "M ssissippi Performance
Budget and Strategic Planning Act of 1994," it is the intent of
the Legislature that the funds provided herein shall be utilized
in the nost efficient and effective manner possible to achieve the
i ntended m ssion of this agency. Based on the funding authorized,
this agency shall make every effort to attain the targeted

performance neasures provi ded bel ow

FY2005

Per f or mance Measur es Tar get
Fire Control

Nurmber of Fires per Year (Events) 1, 500

Average Size of Fire (Acres) 12. 00
Private Lands Managenent

Land Reforested (Acres) 120, 000

Landowner s Assi st ed (Persons) 18, 000
Publ i ¢ Lands Managenent

Val ue of Tinber Sold (Doll ars) 20, 000, 000
| nsect & Di sease Contr ol

Acres Surveyed (MI1ions) 17. 40
Forest Resource Devel opnent

Acres Regenerated (Acres) 45, 000
Federal Excess Property
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Nunber of Vehicles Acquired (Vehicles) 80
Regener ati on
Genetically Inproved Seedlings (In MIIlions) 30

Urban and Community Forestry

Communi ti es Assi sted 200
Homeowner s Assi st ed 15, 000
Fi nanci al Assi stance Provided (doll ars) 450, 000

A reporting of the degree to which the performance targets
set above have been or are being achieved shall be provided in the
agency's budget request submitted to the Joint Legislative Budget
Conmittee for Fiscal Year 2006.

SECTION 6. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Forestry Comm ssion be allowed to escalate its budget in the
Capital Qutlay: Equipnment major object of expenditure, with funds
generated fromthe Forest Acreage Tax, and with funds generated
fromthe sale of old equipnment and | ease of tower sites an anpunt
not to exceed Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol lars ($750, 000. 00).
It is further the intention of the Legislature that the State
Forestry Conm ssion be allowed to escalate its budget in the
Subsi di es, Loans and Grants nmj or object of expenditure, with
funds generated fromthe Severance Tax to fund the Forest Resource
Devel opnent Programin an anmount not to exceed Five Hundred
Thousand Dol | ars ($500,000.00). The receipt of these funds is
her eby aut hori zed and approved, provided such receipts and
expenditures are reported and ot herwi se accounted for in
accordance with Section 27-103-101 et seq. and Section 27-104-1 et
seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 7. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Forestry Comm ssion be allowed to escal ate part-tine
positions up to one hundred (100) and expend funds not to exceed
Fi ve Hundred Thousand Dol lars ($500, 000. 00) from any source of
funds that becone available to the conm ssion. This escal ation
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shall be in accordance with rules and regul ati ons of the
Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration in a manner consi stent
with the escal ation of federal funds. These positions may be used
to protect life and property during extended periods of extrene
wildfire occurrences of a mnimmof fifty (50) fires per day.

The escal ation of positions and the expenditure of these funds
shall be at the discretion of the State Forester, with witten
notification to the State Personnel Board and the State Fiscal

O ficer.

SECTION 8. The Forestry Commr ssion has the authority to
purchase fromthe "General Services Adm nistration" Fire Fighter
Cat al og and any other GSA Catal og as |long as the cost of such
itens are |less than the quotes received.

SECTION 9. There is hereby created in the State Treasury a
fund designated as the Volunteer Fire Departnment Equi prent
Conversi on Revol ving Fund to be used by the State Forestry
Conmmi ssion to assist in the conversion of vehicles acquired by the
State Forestry Conmm ssion through the Federal Excess Persona
Property Program or by Volunteer Fire Departnents through other
means to adapt them for use in the suppression of wldland fires.
Thi s assistance shall be in the formof fabrication of water tanks
or other accessories necessary for the operation of fire
suppression units, installation of piping and val ves, painting or
other simlar or associated conponent work necessary to place fire
suppression equi pnent into service. It is not for general vehicle
mai nt enance or repair.

The Vol unteer Fire Departnent Equi pnent Conversion Revol ving
Fund shall be funded by nonies received fromcharges for work and
services performed for Volunteer Fire Departnents by the State
Forestry Conm ssion. Mnies collected fromsuch charges shall be
deposited into the Volunteer Fire Departnent Equi pnent Conversion
Revol ving Fund. The State Treasurer shall make disbursenents
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therefrom for paynment of materials, supplies and | abor upon
requi sition of the Forestry Conm ssion and upon the issuance of
warrants therefor by the Departnment of Finance and Adm nistration.

The amount of nonies deposited into the Volunteer Fire
Depart ment Equi pnent Conversion Fund through this work shall not
exceed Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50,000.00). Funds in excess of
Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) shall be placed in the State
Forestry Conmi ssion's regul ar appropriated special funds. Mnies
inthis revolving fund are to be consi dered special funds and
shall be carried forward fromone fiscal year to the next.

SECTI ON 10. There is hereby created in the State Treasury a
fund designated as the Canden State Forest Revolving Fund to be
used by the State Forestry Conmi ssion to direct forest nanagenent
activities on the Canden State Forest in Mdison County,

M ssi ssippi. The forest nmanagenent activities will include but
not be limted to mai ntenance of property, tinber sale activities
and regeneration work.

The Canden State Forest Revolving Fund shall be funded by
nmoni es received fromtinber sales, |eases, and any other source.
Moni es collected fromthese incone sources shall be deposited into
the Canden State Forest Revolving Fund. The State Treasurer shal
make di sbursenments therefromfor paynents of materials, supplies
and | abor upon requisition of the State Forestry Conm ssion and
upon the issuance of warrants therefore by the Departnent of
Fi nance and Admi ni strati on.

It is the intention of the Legislature that any revol ving
funds in excess of the budgeted amobunt needed for the necessary
operation and mai ntenance of all properties under the direct
supervi si on and managenent of the State Forestry Conm ssion shal

remain in the Canden State Forest Revolving Fund for use in future

years.
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SECTION 11. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Forestry Conmi ssion shall have the authority to escalate their
budget in an anobunt not to exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dol | ars
($200, 000. 00) of funds derived fromFund 341R in the State
Treasury to provide technical assistance to the M ssissipp
Institute for Forest Inventory. |Inplenentation of the escal ation
shal | be contingent upon passage of House Bill No. 1791 or Senate
Bill No. 2809 of the 2004 Regul ar Sessi on.

SECTION 12. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fisca
O ficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers, in the manner provided by | aw

SECTI ON 13. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE
X ('Sl GNED) X ('Sl GNED)

Johnny W Stringer Jack Gordon

X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Bl ai ne Eat on Sanpson Jackson |

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Tom Weat her sby Lynn Posey
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