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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MR, SPEAKER AND MADAM PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anmendnments to the
follow ng entitled BILL:

H B. No. 445: First responders; repeal provisions requiring
state certification of.

We, therefore, respectfully submt the followi ng report and reconmrendati on:
1. That the Senate recede fromits Amendment No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the followi ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 41-59-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, as
anmended by House Bill No. 1626, 2004 Regul ar Session, is anended
as foll ows:

41-59-3. As used in this chapter, unless the context
ot herwi se requires, the term

(a) "Anbul ance" * * * npeans any privately or publicly
owned |l and or air vehicle that is especially designed,
constructed, nodified or equipped to be used, nmintained and
operated upon the streets, highways or airways of this state to
assi st persons who are sick, injured, wounded, or otherw se
i ncapaci tated or hel pl ess;

* ok x

(b) "Permt" * * * means an authorization issued for an
anbul ance vehicle and/or a special use EMS vehicle as neeting the
st andar ds adopted under this chapter;

(c) "License" * * * peans an authorization to any
person, firm corporation, or governnental division or agency to
provi de anbul ance services in the State of M ssissippi;

(d) "Energency nedical technician”™ * * * means an
i ndi vi dual who possesses a valid enmergency nedical technician's
certificate issued under the provisions of this chapter;
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(e) "Certificate" * * * means official acknow edgnent
t hat an individual has successfully conpleted (i) the reconmmended
basi c energency nedical technician training course referred to in
this chapter which entitles that individual to performthe
functions and duties of an energency nedical technician, or (ii)

t he reconmended nedical first responder training course referred

toin this chapter which entitles that individual to performthe

functions and duties of a nedical first responder;

(f) "Board" * * * neans the State Board of Health;

(g) "Departnment" nmeans the * * * State Departnent of
Heal t h, Division of Enmergency Medical Services;

(h) "Executive officer" * * * means the Executive
Oficer of the State Board of Health, or his designated
representative;

(i) "First responder"” neans a person who uses a limted
anount of equipnent to performthe initial assessnent of and
intervention with sick, wounded or otherw se incapacitated
persons * * *;

(Jj) "Medical first responder” neans a person who uses a

limted anbunt of equipnent to performthe initial assessnent of

and intervention with sick, wounded or otherw se incapacitated

persons who (i) is trained to assist other EMS personnel by

successfully conpleting, and renmaining current in refresher

training in accordance with, an approved "First Responder:

Nati onal Standard Curriculuni training program as devel oped and

pronmul gated by the United States Departnent of Transportation,

(ii) is nationally registered as a first responder by the Nationa

Regi stry of Enmergency Medical Technicians; and (iii) is certified

as a nedical first responder by the State Departnent of Health,

Di vision of Energency Medical Services;

(k) "Invalid vehicle" * * * means any privately or
publicly owned I and or air vehicle that is maintained, operated
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and used only to transport persons routinely who are conval escent
or otherw se nonanbul atory and do not require the service of an
enmergency nedi cal technician while in transit;

(1) "Special use EMS vehicle" neans any privately or
publicly owned | and, water or air enmergency vehicle used to
support the provision of energency nedical services. These
vehi cl es shall not be used routinely to transport patients;

(m "Trauma care systenf or "trauma systent neans a
formally organi zed arrangenent of health care resources that has
been designated by the departnment by which major traunma victins
are triaged, transported to and treated at trauma care facilities;

(n) "Trauma care facility"” or "trauma center" neans a
hospital located in the State of M ssissippi or a Level | trauma
care facility or center located in a state contiguous to the State
of M ssissippi that has been designated by the departnent to
perform specified trauma care services within a trauma care system
pursuant to standards adopted by the department. Participation in
thi s designation by each hospital is voluntary;

(o) "Trauma registry" neans a collection of data on
pati ents who receive hospital care for certain types of injuries.
Such data are primarily designed to ensure quality trauma care and
outcones in individual institutions and traunma systens, but have
t he secondary purpose of providing useful data for the
surveillance of injury norbidity and nortality;

(p) "Energency nedical condition" neans a nedi cal

condition nmanifesting itself by acute synptons of sufficient

severity, including severe pain, psychiatric disturbances and/ or

synpt ons of substance abuse, such that a prudent | ayperson who

possesses an average know edge of health and nedicine could

reasonabl y expect the absence of imedi ate nedical attention to

result in placing the health of the individual (or, with respect

to a pregnant wonman, the health of the wonan or her unborn chil d)
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105 in serious jeopardy, serious inpairnment to bodily functions, or

106 serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part;

107 (q "Enmergency nedical call" neans a situation that is

108 presunptively classified at tinme of dispatch to have a high index

109 of probability that an enmergency nedical condition or other

110 situation exists that requires nedical intervention as soon as

111 possible to reduce the seriousness of the situation, or when the

112 exact circunstances are unknown, but the nature of the request is

113 suggestive of a true energency where a patient nay be at risk;

114 (r) "Energency response” nmeans respondi ng i medi ately

115 at the basic |life support or advanced life support |evel of

116 service to an energency nedical call. An inmedi ate response is

117 one in which the anbul ance supplier begins as quickly as possible

118 to take the steps necessary to respond to the call;

119 (s) "Energency node" neans an anbul ance or special use

120 EMsS vehicle operating with energency |lights and warning siren (or

121 warning siren and air horn) while engaged in an energency nedi cal

122 call.

123 SECTI ON 2. Section 41-59-79, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
124 anended as fol |l ows:
125 41-59-79. Any person desiring certification as a nedical
126 first responder shall apply to the board using forns prescribed by
127 the board. Each application for a nedical first responder
128 certificate shall be acconpanied by a certificate fee to be fixed
129 by the board, which shall be paid to the board. Upon the
130 successful conpletion of the board' s approved nedical first
131 responder training program the board shall make a determ nation
132 of the applicant's qualifications as a nedical first responder as
133 set forth in the regulations promul gated by the board, and shal
134 issue a nedical first responder certificate to the applicant.
135 SECTI ON 3. Section 41-59-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
136 anended as fol |l ows:
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41-59-81. (1) The * * * State Board of Health is authorized
to pronul gate and enforce rules and regulations to provide for the

best and nost effective energency nedical care by nedical first

responders, and to conply with national standards for nedical

first responders * * *.  Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of
| aw, nedical first responder personnel nmay be authorized to
provide nedical first responder * * * services as defined by rules
and regul ations pronul gated by the State Board of Health.
Rul es and regul ati ons pronul gated under this authority shall

as a mni mum

(a) Define and authorize functions and training
prograns for nedical first responder personnel; however, all those
training prograns shall neet or exceed the performance
requi renents of the nost current training program"First
Responder: National Standard Curriculunt as devel oped by the
United States Departnent of Transportation, National H ghway
Traffic Safety Adm nistration.
* ok x

(b) Specify mninumtesting and certification
requi renments and provide for continuing education and periodic
recertification for all nedical first responder personnel.

(2) Counties, nmunicipalities and designated EVMS districts

may regul ate the activities of nmedical first responders in

addition to the regul ation i nposed by rul es and reqgul ati ons

pronul gated by the State Board of Heal th.

(3) The State Board of Health and the State Departnent of

Heal th shall not be authorized to regulate the activities of, or

require the state certification of, those first responders who are

not nedical first responders.

SECTION 4. Section 41-59-83, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
aut horizes first responders and energency nedi cal technicians to
carry and adm ni ster epinephrine fromauto-injectors, is repeal ed.
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SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-59-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, AS
AMENDED BY HOUSE BI LL NO. 1626, 2004 REGULAR SESSI ON, TO DELETE
THE DEFI NI TION OF "AUTO- I NDECTOR, " REVI SE THE DEFI NI TI ONS OF
"CERTI FI CATE" AND "FI RST RESPONDER" AND DEFI NE " MEDI CAL FI RST
RESPONDER" FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CES LAW
TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-59-79, M SSI SSI PPl CCDE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE
FOR CERTI FI CATI ON OF MEDI CAL FI RST RESPONDERS BY THE STATE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-59-81, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH TO PROVULGATE
RULES AND REGULATI ONS REGARDI NG THE CERTI FI CATI ON OF MEDI CAL FI RST
RESPONDERS AND THE SERVI CES THAT MAY BE PROVI DED BY MEDI CAL FI RST
RESPONDERS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL
NOT BE AUTHORI ZED TO REGULATE THE ACTIVITIES OF, OR REQUI RE THE
STATE CERTI FI CATI ON OF, THOSE FI RST RESPONDERS WHO ARE NOT MEDI CAL
FI RST RESPONDERS; TO REPEAL SECTI ON 41-59-83, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF
1972, VWH CH AUTHORI ZES FI RST RESPONDERS AND EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
TECHNI CI ANS TO CARRY AND ADM NI STER EPI NEPHRI NE FROM
AUTO- | NDECTORS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE
X ('Sl GNED) X ('Sl GNED)

D. Stephen Hol | and Al an Nunnel ee

X (S| GNED) X ('Sl GNED)

Dirk D. Dedeaux T. O Mffatt

X ('Sl GNED) X ('Sl GNED)

Chuck Espy Hob Bryan
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