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Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 66

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG CORPORAL DARW N MCVAHAN OF THE
HARRI SON COUNTY SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT FOR RECEI VI NG THE
DI STI NGUI SHED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER OF THE YEAR AWARD BY THE
M SSI SSI PPl COAST CRI ME COMM SSI ON.

VWHEREAS, Corporal Darwin McMahan, a Harrison County sheriff's
deputy who was shot whil e assisting another officer, has been
naned Di stingui shed Law Enforcenent O ficer of the Year by the
M ssi ssi ppi Coast Crinme Conm ssion; and

VWHEREAS, CGovernor Hal ey Barbour commended Corporal MMahan
and other officers for protecting the public as he addressed the
Crime Comm ssion's 22nd Annual Law Enforcenent Appreciation
Breakfast at Treasure Bay Casino Resort; and

VWHEREAS, Sheriff George H. Payne, Jr., noni nated McMahan, who
was anmong 10 finalists. He was shot twi ce in an exchange of
gunfire on Decenber 13, 2003, while he assisted Cpl. Mechelle
Carbine in finding out why a guest at Gulfport's Crystal Inn
refused to check out. The man refused to show his identification,
Payne sai d, describing how the man pulled out a .44-nmagnum
revol ver and began firing at themat close range. Both officers
returned fire and the nan was fatally wounded, Payne said. The
sheriff prai sed McMahan, a ten-year departnent veteran, for
courage and professionalism and

VWHEREAS, McMahan, 40, the father of five, was working two
part-tinme jobs in addition to his patrol job at the tinme of the
shooting. He underwent surgery and recuperated for four nonths
before returning to the Sheriff's Departnent for a desk job with
its Professional Standards Unit last nmonth. H's wounds stil

requi re physical therapy; and
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VWHEREAS, Bob Waterbury, Coast Crinme Conm ssion Executive
Director, referred to McMahan and the finalists as "the cream of
the crop"; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the heroism
of this |law enforcenent officer, who has brought honor to his
unit, his community and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend Corporal Darw n McMahan of
the Harrison County Sheriff's Departnment for receiving the
Di stingui shed Law Enforcenent O ficer of the Year Award by the
M ssi ssi ppi Coast Crine Comm ssion, and extend to himand his
famly the best w shes of the Senate on a speedy recovery and
return to duty.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to

the Harrison County Sheriff and nade available to the Capitol

Press Corps.
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