M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Jackson (32nd), Al britton, To: Rules
Brown, Browning, Burton, Butler, Carm chael,

Chanberlin, d arke, Cuevas, Dawkins, Dearing,

Fl owers, Frazier, Collott, Harden, Hewes,

Hyde- Smi th, Jackson (15th), Jackson (11lth),

Jordan, King, Kirby, Lee (47th), Lee (35th),

Little, Mettetal, Mchel, Mffatt, Morgan,

Nunnel ee, Pi ckering, Posey, Ross, Simons,

Thames, Thomas, Turner, Walley, Walls, Wite,

Wl emon, WIIlianson

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 58

1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE BRAVERY OF MR, THOVAS HAM LL

2 VWHLE A CVILIAN PRI SONER OF WAR AND DECLARI NG QUR GREAT PRI DE

3 UPON HI S ESCAPE.

4 VWHEREAS, the United States' Mlitary is in the process of

5 engaging in the war against terrorismboth at honme and overseas,
6 which includes hundreds of M ssissippi Guardsnmen and M ssi ssipp
7 civilians; and

8 VWHEREAS, Thomas Hami || of Macon, M ssissippi, who was

9 abducted by a group of Islam c insurgents on April 9, 2004, when
10 his supply convoy came under attack, was found safe by the 2nd
11 Battalion, 108th Infantry of the New York National Guard, after
12 having escaped his captors on May 2, 2004; and

13 VWHEREAS, a civilian contractor for Halliburton Conpany

14 subsidiary KBR who had undertaken the job to save his famly

15 business, M. HamI|'s rel ease was conditioned by his captors upon
16 the withdrawal of United States Forces from Fal |l ujah; and

17 VWHEREAS, after 23 days of captivity, M. Ham ||, remaining
18 steadfast in his faith that he would once again see his famly,
19 pried open the doors of a |locked building and ran a half mle to
20 catch up with a passing mlitary convoy; and

21 VWHEREAS, during the tinme of his captivity, M. Hamll"'s

22 bravery, resolve, resilience and intrepid spirit allowed himto
23 maintain his hope and determ nation for freedom and provi ded him
24 the strength for his daring escape; and

25 VWHEREAS, suffering a gunshot wound to his left arm M.

26 Ham ||, rather than being consuned by the dangers of capture and
27 his own safety, rermained nore concerned about the health and
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wel | -being of his famly: wfe, Kellie; children, Thomas and

Tori; parents, Leo and Phylis Ham I|; and grandnother, Vera
Ham || ; and
VWHEREAS, "Tommy Ham || is free today because of his owmn wits

and the prayers of hundreds of thousands of his fell ow Anericans,"”
Congressman Roger Wcker said. "This happy ending is a credit to
his determnation. Sinply put, a Mssissippi country boy can
survive"; and

VWHEREAS, the Legislature wishes to recognize and commend t he
bravery exhibited by M. Ham ||, whose experience as a hostage
greatly affected the enotions and evoked synpathy and spiritual
unity of the many citizens of Macon and the entire State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend the bravery of M. Thomas
Ham || while a civilian prisoner of war and decl are our great
pride upon his safe and daring escape, and we pray for the quick
and successful conclusion of the inportant m ssion of our mlitary
and civilian personnel in lraq and for their safe return hone.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the famly of M. Thomas Ham || and be nade available to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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