M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Senator (s) Horhn, Frazier, Butler, To: Rules

Dawki ns, Harden, Jackson (11th), Jackson
(32nd), Jordan, Little, Simons, Thonas,

Tur ner
SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO 54
1 A RESOLUTI ON COVMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF CHARI TABLE AND
2 PUBLI C SERVI CE OF THE HONORABLE FRANK DURAND STI MLEY, AND
3 EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE SENATE.
4 VWHEREAS, respected attorney Frank Stim ey of Jackson,
5 M ssissippi, who supported nmany |ocal charities, has passed away;
6 and
7 VWHEREAS, Frank Durand Stim ey, Esquire, was born February 17,
8 1948 in Chicago, Illinois. He was the third child born to
9 Charles Ednond Stimey (deceased) and Bernice Allen Stimney.
10 Charles and Bernice Stinley were native M ssissippians who had
11 noved to Chicago in the md-1930's, after finishing Al corn
12 College. 1In 1950, when Frank was two years old, his parents
13 decided to go against the tide of mgration to the North. They
14 left Chicago, returned to their native M ssissippi, and opened a
15 business with Bernice Stinmey's brother, Sherman Lloyd Allen
16 ("S.L."). They located the business in the CGeorgetown area of
17 Jackson, on the corner of Carver Street and Mbile Avenue; and
18 VWHEREAS, growing up in the store, Frank was a prom sing
19 businessman by the early age of ten. Frank would always credit
20 much of his career success to his parents (Charles and Bernice
21 Stimey) and the val uabl e academi c preparation he received at
22 Lanier H gh School in Jackson, M ssissippi. Frank was
23 Valedictorian of his 1965 Lanier H gh School C ass and he was
24 elected M. Lanier. A standout football and baseball player, he
25 turned down an opportunity to play professional baseball for the
26 St. Louis Cardinals, to attend Col unbia University in New York
27 City; and
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VWHEREAS, in 1969, Frank received his undergraduate Bachel or
of Arts Degree in Electrical Engineering from Colunbia University,
with honors. He was an outstanding star baseball player on the
Colunmbia University team In the fall of 1969, Frank decided to
nove fromhis college major of electrical engineering into
busi ness by entering Harvard Business School's MBA program Still
seeki ng excel l ence, Frank wasn't satisfied to obtain one degree
fromHarvard University. One year |later, he applied for and was
admtted into Harvard's joint degree programin |aw and busi ness.
Frank joined his sister Pernila at Harvard University Law Schoo
in 1970. A year later, Sherman Stimey joined themat Harvard Law
School. This remarkable academc feat nade the Stimey's first
famly to ever have three siblings at Harvard Law School at the
same tinme; and

VWHEREAS, Frank was graduated in 1973, from both Harvard Law
School and Harvard Busi ness School, receiving a Juris Doctorate
Degree (J.D.) and a Masters in Business Admnistration (MB. A ),
both with honors. He remains one of a select few African
Anmericans in the country to have acconplished this distinction.
| medi ately after graduation, Frank married Cynthia Bagwel |, of
Bost on, Massachusetts. They were married in the historic Charles
Street AME. Church. To this union of thirty-one years, two
children were born, Kahrna and Vincent; and

WHEREAS, still a trailblazer, Frank decided to turn down job
offers in Massachusetts and New York and return to M ssissipp
after his graduation, where he becane the first African Anmerican
| awyer hired by a ngjor law firmin the State of M ssissippi, Wse
Carter Child Steen & Caraway. He also becane the first African
Anmerican | awer to becone a partner with that firm H's
association with the Wse Carter law firm afforded himthe
opportunity to work for nost of the major investnent banks and

| ending institutions in the state; and
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VWHEREAS, on March 1, 1982, Attorney Stim ey nade anot her
significant career decision. Deciding he could better help his
community and his famly by opening his own law firm he founded
the Law O fice of Frank D. Stinmley that sanme year. Frank was
al ways known as a "man with a plan"” and his firm quickly devel oped
the reputation for providing top quality |egal service. Sinply
put, Frank's reputation was one of |egal excellence; and

VWHEREAS, operating a general civil practice, but also
concentrating in Real Estate, Public Finance and Corporate
transactions, Frank becane one of the first African Anmerican
| awyers in M ssissippi to earn the coveted distinction of being
listed in the "Red Book"”. This recognition is given to |awers
who have handl ed financial transactions which exceed $1 Billion
Dollars. H's brother Sherman Stimey was the first African
Anmerican attorney in the State of Texas to gain this sane
recognition; and

WHEREAS, he served as a Deacon at Morni ngstar Baptist Church
for 18 years under Dr. M K. Nelson, and after his death, also
served as a Deacon with Progressive Mrning Star Baptist Church
under Bishop Charles W Garrett; and

VWHEREAS, Frank used his legal talents to assist many
charitable causes. He was intimately involved in hel ping secure
the financing for nunerous churches, Head Start prograns, nedical
clinics and non-profit organizations. He provided services for
Jackson Redevel opnent Authority and ot her econonm c devel opnent
entities for over two decades; and

WHEREAS, Frank's involvenent in providing |legal assistance to
nunmer ous charitabl e organi zations including Friends of Children,
Stewpot, Catholic Charities and the United Way was recogni zed on
numer ous occasi ons and he received countl ess awards and
certificates. He was personally very proud of his |egal

contributions to the Farish Street Redevel opnment Program and
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VWHEREAS, Frank's contribution and | egacy to his famly,
church, legal and general community will live on through the many
| ives he has positively affected; and

WHEREAS, he | eaves nunerous friends and famly to nourn him
and it is with great sadness that we note the passing of this
i ndi vi dual whose wel |l docunented contributions to his community
and state serve as an exanple to all M ssissippi ans:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend the life and | egacy of
charitabl e and public service of the Honorabl e Frank Durand
Stimey of Jackson, M ssissippi, and express to his surviving
famly the synpathy of the Senate on his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
his nother, Ms. Bernice Allen Stimey and his wife, Ms. Cynthia

Bagwel | Stim ey and be nmade avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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