M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Carmnichael, Jackson (32nd), To: Rules
Burt on
SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO 32

1 A RESOLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG LI LLI AN ZAMORA

2 UPON BEI NG SELECTED BELLSOUTH FEMALE SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR AT THE

3 2003 STATE GAMES OF M SSI SSI PPI .

4 WHEREAS, Lillian Zanora, a 5l1-year-old track and field

5 participant in the 5K Run in the 2003 State Ganes of M ssi ssippi,

6 from Quitman, M ssissippi, has been selected as the Bell South

7 Femal e Sportsman of the Year; and

8 VWHEREAS, Lillian Zanora truly denonstrates the "Spirit of The

9 State Ganes."” Her enthusiasmfor running and | ove for Meridian,
10 M ssissippi, the love and devotion she denonstrates daily to her
11 adopted country, the United States, conveys an inspiring story of
12 sacrifice, perseverance and determ nation to succeed and live the
13 Anerican dream Her husband, Dr. Ivan Zanora, a surgeon in

14 Qitman, and Lillian are well known and both are highly respected
15 for their conpetitive spirit; and

16 VWHEREAS, the Zanora famly story has not always been snpoth
17 and easy. Lillian Zanora and her husband, Dr. |van Zanora,

18 mgrated to the United States from her native country, N caragua,
19 over 30 years ago due to the political upheaval in that Central

20 Anmerican country. Living under a dictatorship at the tinme and the
21 subsequent takeover of the governnent by the communist following a
22 civil war forced the Zanora famly to seek a nore secure life in
23 the United States. For the past 24 years, the Zanoras have |ived
24 in Quitman, M ssissippi, where Dr. Zanora is a highly respected

25 surgeon, and the conmunity respects and | oves the Zanora famly;
26 and
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VWHEREAS, consequently, the Zanora famly of runners seek to
convey a powerful nessage that "everyone is a winner" who
participates in the State Ganes. Although Lillian and her
husband, |van, usually win trophies or nedals in running events in
whi ch they enter, their positive attitude projects a spirit that
stresses that winning is secondary to the joy and fell owship they
gain from devel oping new friends through this conpetitive
endeavor; and

WHEREAS, as evi dence of her commtnent is the followng |ist
of running events in which she has participated and excell ed since
taking up running at age 40: Carke County Festival, 5K Walk,
1992, 1st Place; 2nd Place Master Female, 5K; S.M A Annual Fun
Run, Dallas, Texas, Novenber 13, 1999; Single Bell Run, 5K
(45-49), Meridian, M5, 2000 and 2001; Run for Love, University of
Sout hern M ssi ssippi, 1st Place, 2000 and 2001, 2nd Pl ace, 2002;
13t h Annual Laird 5K Run, Master Female, April 8, 2000; 14th
Annual Laird 5K Run (45-49), 1st Place, 2001; Biloxi Seafood
Festival, Septenber 15, 2001, 2nd Place; Grand Master Femal e, Canp
Shel by, 1st Pl ace; 20K Run, Novenber 16, 2001; Mardi G as
Mar at hon, 1/2 Marat hon, February 17, 2002; Anderson Cup 15th
Annual , 3rd Place, April 4, 1998; Anderson Cup 17th Annual, 2nd
Pl ace, April 15, 2000; Anderson Cup 20th Annual, 2nd Pl ace, Apri
12, 2003; State Ganes of M ssissippi, 10th, 11th and 12th
Anni versary, 2001, 2002 and 2003, respectively; Stennis Center 1/2
Mar at hon, Novenber 2001; Orlando 1/2 Marathon, Decenber 7, 2002;

M am - Tropi cal 1/2 Marathon, February 2, 2003; Mardi Gras 1/2
Mar at hon, February 17, 2003; and Mardi Gras Marat hon, February 17,
2003. Now 11 years later at age 51, she still maintains that sanme
positive attitude and ent husi asm of conpeting that first notivated
her to take up running as a nmeans of achieving and mai nt ai ni ng
physi cal fitness; and

VWHEREAS, Lillian Zanora's conm tnent of engagi ng and being

actively involved in prograns pronoting physical fitness and
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mai ntaining a "spirit of canmaraderie” with people of all ages,
races and ethnic groups nmakes her very popular and well 1iked by
all who know her; and

WHEREAS, it is with pride that we recognize this
representative of the true spirit of the State Ganes of
M ssi ssippi, who brings honor to her conmmunity and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratulate Lillian
Zanora of Quitman, M ssissippi, for her acconplishnments in being
sel ected as the 2003 Bel | South Femal e Sportsman of the Year, and
w sh her continued success in her future athletic and public
servi ce endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Lillian and her famly, and be nade available to The Meridian Star

and the Capitol Press Corps.
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