M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Senator(s) Walley, Carmchael, d arke, To: Rules

Frazier, Lee (47th), Little, Mttetal
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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 9

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG ALI CE RUTH "RUTH E" BOLTON ON HER
WOVEN S BASKETBALL CAREER ACCOVPLI SHVENTS, HONORS AND HI GHLI GHTS.

WHEREAS, a McCd ain, M ssissippi, native, Alice Ruth "Ruthie"
Bol ton of the Sacranento Monarchs has scal ed the | adder to reach
the pinnacle of athletic success in wonen's basketball, bringing
national and international acclaimto herself, her famly, her
honetown, this the great State of M ssissippi and the entire
United States; and

WHEREAS, Ruthie is one of twenty children born to the late
Rev. Linwood and the late Leola Bolton. Ruthie is a 1989 graduate
of Auburn University where she majored in exercise physiology and
gui ded the Lady Tigers to four consecutive National Collegiate
At hl etic Associ ati on Tour nanment appearances, two of which were
Final Four, and three Southeastern Conference Chanpi onships in
addition to being a three-tinme Sout heastern Conference Schol ar
Athl ete; and

WHEREAS, the array of Ruthie's acconplishnents are far
reaching and nonunmental in their own respects, as she was the
Wnen's National Basketball Association's (WNBA) first ever
"Player of the Wek," WNBA's first national spokeswoman for Youth
Health Fitness "Be Active" Canpaign, |ed the Miarchs in scoring
three-pointers and steals in 1997, was naned to 1997 and 1999
Al -WNBA First Team earned status as two-tinme WNBA All-Star for
1999 and 2001, was the recipient of the WNBA Comunity Assi st
Award, was the |eague's fourth all-tine |eader in three-pointers

made, and reached and scored in excess of 2,000 career points; and
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VWHEREAS, Ruthie has fulfilled every American athlete's dream

of representing the United States in world conpetition by serving
as a nenber of the 1996 and 2000 A ynpics CGold Medal teans, the
1994 Bronze and 1998 CGold Medal teanms in the Wrld Chanpi onship,
the 1994 Good WII| CGold Medal team the 1993 Worl d Chanpi onship
Gold Medal qualifying teamand the 1991 Wrld University Gold
Medal team and

VWHEREAS, with a professional basketball career that spans
fifteen years, Ruthie has played both donestically and
internationally, having seven years of experience in Europe and
ei ght years in the WNBA to date; and

VWHEREAS, Ruthie was the first American wonan to play in
Hungary and Sweden, and subsequently played in Italy and Turkey,
setting the benchmark for other Anmerican wonen to traverse the
then nal e dom nat ed professional sport to devel op a | eague and
reputation of their own; and

VWHEREAS, her hunbl e M ssi ssippi begi nni ngs has becone a
trademark of her popularity as a notivational speaker and
comunity service volunteer; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and comrend excel | ence when evi denced by such outstandi ng
M ssi ssi ppi ans as Rut hi e Bolton, whose perseverance and
determ nation has all owed her to becone one of the world's
greatest wonen athletes to grace the presence of the basket bal
court, which has brought nuch pride, distinction and notoriety to

the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratul ate Alice Ruth

"Rut hi e" Bolton on her nmany career acconplishnments, honors and

hi ghl i ghts, and extend our heartiest wi shes for success in all her

future endeavors.
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58 BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
59 presented to Ruthie Bolton and be nade available to the nenbers of

60 the Capitol Press Corps.
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