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Senat or (s) Harvey To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 619

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON CREATI NG A PRI VATE/ PUBLI C FOREST
PRODUCTS AND FURNI TURE DEVELOPMENT COUNCI L TO ADVI SE STATE LEADERS
ON | SSUES FACI NG THE | NDUSTRY CLUSTER AND TO PROVI DE A FORUM FOR
COLLABCORATI VE ACTI ON TO ADDRESS | SSUES, CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNI Tl ES.

VWHEREAS, the forest products and furniture econom c cluster
is an integral and val uabl e sector of M ssissippi's econony; and

VWHEREAS, this economic cluster is a major enployer in
M ssi ssi ppi; and

VWHEREAS, the needs of the businesses in this econonm c sector
are often overl ooked in terns of val ue-added innovations,
techni cal assi stance and workforce skills training; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for a coordinated strategic plan to
maxi m ze the potential and the econom c contribution of the forest
products and furniture industries of this state; and

VWHEREAS, a need exists for a joint private/public partnership
council to aid state |eaders in addressing the challenges and
opportunities of this vital econom c sector of our state econony;
and

VWHEREAS, there is a need for the continuation of efforts to
strengthen the forest products and furniture econom c sectors of
the state beginning with the joint public/private Pathways to
Forestry in 1982; the creation of the Land, Water & Ti nber
Resources Board in 2000; the Task Force for the Strategic
Initiative for Forest-Based Econom c Devel opnent in 2001; and the
Forest Products & Furniture Cluster Study and related efforts in

2002- 2003:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
in recognition of the need for a joint private/public council to
advi se state | eaders in devel oping a coordinated plan to address
the chal | enges and opportunities for this vital econom c sector of
our state's econony and to pronote coll aboration anong the private
and public sectors to address issues, chall enges and opportunities
facing the industry cluster, a forest products and furniture
devel opnent council is created.

The council may be conposed of the executive directors,
presidents, or their designees, fromthe foll ow ng organi zations:
M5 Forestry Associ ation, MS Loggers Associ ation, M Lunber
Manuf acturers Association, furniture producers, Ms Wldlife
Federation, MS Institute for Forest Inventory, M Technol ogy
Al l'iance, M5 Forestry Conm ssion, MS Land, Water and Ti nber
Resources Board, MS Devel opnent Authority; MS universities and
community col |l eges and any other state agency or private
organi zation that the council deens desirable to enhance this
econom c cluster.

To pronote the industry devel opnent focus of the council, a
private sector representative shall be appointed by the council to
serve as chairman of the council. The M ssissippi Technol ogy
Al liance shall solicit nmenbership on the council and shall convene
the council for a neeting for the purpose of organi zing the
council and establishing rules for transacting its business as
soon as practicable after the passage of this resolution.

In acconplishing its duties, the council nmay elicit the
support of and participation by any commercial, industrial,
governnental , environnental and public interest organi zati ons or
associ ations, or individual nenbers thereof, and any federal,
state and | ocal agencies and political entities as may be
necessary or appropriate in the furtherance of the duties of the

counci | .
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Al'l agencies, departnents, offices and institutions of the

state, including the state universities and the community

col | eges, shal

cooperate with the council with such assistance as

requested by the council.
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ST: Econonic Devel opnent; create public/private
council to aid MDA in maxi m zing devel opnent of
ti nber products and furniture industries.



