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Senator(s) Tollison, Mchel, Chamberlin To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 611

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPI "OLE M SS REBELS' FOOTBALL TEAM COACH
DAVI D CUTCLI FFE AND QUARTERBACK ELI MANNI NG FOR THEI R OUTSTANDI NG
2003 SEASQN, FOR W NNI NG THE SEC WESTERN DI VI SI ON TI TLE AND FOR
W NNI NG THE 2004 COTTON BOAL CLASSI C I N DALLAS, TEXAS.

VWHEREAS, 2003 was a | andmark year in the history of "Oe Mss
Rebel " Footbal I ; and

VWHEREAS, O e M ss finished the 2003 football season with a
10-3 overall record, which included a 7-1 mark in the Southeastern
Conference, as the Rebels shared the SEC Western Division title
wi th BCS National Chanpion LSU, and

VWHEREAS, O e M ss defeated Ckl ahoma State, 31-28, in the 2004
SBC Cotton Bow Classic in Dallas, Texas, as quarterback Eli
Manni ng was sel ected O fensive Player of the Gane and defensive
| i neman Josh Cooper was naned Defensive Player of the Gane.
Def ensi ve back Wes Scott received the Schol ar-Athl ete Award; and

VWHEREAS, the 2004 SBC Cotton Bow C assic marked e Mss'
3lst all-time bow appearance, tying the Rebels with Florida for
15th on the NCAA Division 1-A's all-tinme list of bow appearances
and the victory over Cklahona State |left the Rebels with a 19-12
bow record, which ties for 10th on the NCAA Division 1-A's |ist
for bowl victories. |In the final national polls, Oe Mss was
ranked No. 13 by The Associated Press, No. 14 by USA Today/ ESPN
and No. 14 by the FWAA Grantl and Ri ce Super 16 board; and

VWHEREAS, Head Coach David Cutcliffe was named Sout heastern
Conf erence Coach of the Year by the SEC Coaches and Co- Coach of

the Year by the Associated Press. He was al so sel ected NCAA
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Division 1-A Region 2 Coach of the Year by the American Foot ball
Coaches Associ ation; and

VWHEREAS, Quarterback Eli Manni ng and ki cker Jonathan N chol s
both earned first team Al l - Anmeri can honors, while Manning,
Ni chols, wide receiver Chris Collins, offensive guard Doug Buckl es
and defensive tackle Jesse Mtchell were naned first team Al | -SEC
and punter Cody Ri dgeway nmade the All-SEC second team and

VWHEREAS, Quarterback ElIi Manning received the Maxwel |l Award
as the nation's top player, the Johnny Unitas CGolden Arm Award as
the nation's top senior quarterback and the Conerly Trophy as
M ssissippi's Player of the Year. He was also a finalist for the
Hei sman trophy, finishing third, was selected as M ssissippi's
Amat eur Athlete of the Year by the Jackson Touchdown C ub, was
chosen as the 2003 Sports Person of the Year in M ssissippi by The
Cl arion-Ledger, and received the Colonel Earl (Red) Bl aik
Leadership Award fromthe All-Anerica Football Foundation. Eli
was naned Sout heastern Conference Player of the Year, the SEC
O fensive Player of the Year, the Birm ngham Monday Mborning
Quarterback Cub's SEC Mbst Val uabl e Back and t he Touchdown C ub
of Atlanta Southeast's Top O fensive Back, while kicker Jonathan
Ni chol s was nanmed SEC Special Teans Pl ayer of the Year. Eli was
named one of the NCAA' s Today's Top VIII student-athletes, the
hi ghest honor the NCAA presents to student-athletes, and al so
recei ved the 2003 Sporting News Radi o Socrates Award, which
recogni zes a coll egi ate student-athl ete who denonstrates
excel l ence in academ cs, athletics and citizenship; and

VWHEREAS, Ki cker Jonat han Ni chols received the Lou G oza Award
as the nation's top kicker. Linebacker Jam | Northcutt was nanmed
to the Anerican Football Coaches Associ ati on Good Wrks Team and
quarterback Eli Manning was nanmed to the Sout heastern Conference
Good Wrks Team Wde receiver Chris Collins participated in the

East - West Shrine C assic; and
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VWHEREAS, as a team O e Mss |ed the Southeastern Conference
in scoring offense (34.0), pass offense (286.0), kickoff returns
(23.7), total offense (433.2), punting (39.0), pass efficiency
(150.7), third down conversions (45.6), red zone offense (90.0),
field goals (.862) and PAT kicking (1.000). Oe Mss broke
si ngl e-season school records for first downs (295), total points
scored (442) and total offensive yards per gane (433.2); and

VWHEREAS, Quarterback ElIi Manning | ed the Sout heastern
Conference in passing average per gane (276.9) and total offense
(274.8), while wde receiver Chris Collins led the SEC in pass
receptions per gane (5.92) and kicker Jonathan N chols |led the SEC
in scoring per ganme (9.5), scoring by kicking 9.5, field goa
percentage (86.2) and PAT ki cking percentage (100.0). Quarterback
Eli Manning, who set 47 O e Mss single-gane, season and car eer
records becane the fifth quarterback in SEC history to throw for
10,000 yards in a career as he finished with 10,119 passing yards,
ranking fifth on the SEC s all-time |list; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize the stellar
acconplishnents of this group of student athletes who have brought
honor to their university, their community and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate the University of
M ssissippi "Oe Mss Rebels" Football Team Coach David Cutcliffe
and awar d-w nning Quarterback Eli Manning for their outstanding
2003 season, for wnning the SEC Western Division Title and for
W nning the 2004 Cotton Bowl C assic in Dallas, Texas, and extend
the best wi shes of the Legislature on their future successes.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Coach Cutcliffe and the 2003 e Mss Football Team be forwarded

to Chancel |l or Robert Khayat and be made available to the Capitol

Press Cor ps.
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