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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 602

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE CAREER AND Cl VI C
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF FRED CARL, JR , OF GREENWOOD, M SSI SSI PPI,
PRESI DENT AND CHI EF EXECUTI VE OFFI CER OF VI KI NG RANGE CORPORATI ON.

VWHEREAS, when the | eaders of industry and econonic
devel opnment in the Mssissippi Delta are nentioned, the nane Fred
Carl, Jr., is first on the list; and

VWHEREAS, Fred Carl, Jr., is a native of G eenwood,
M ssi ssi ppi, and attended M ssissippi State University. He has a
Bachel or of Business Administration Degree fromDelta State
University in Ceveland, M ssissippi, and al so attended graduate
school in Cty Planning at the University of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, M. Carl is the founder and Chairman, President and
Chi ef Executive O ficer of Viking Range Corporation, an industry
| eadi ng manuf acturer of upscal e kitchen appliances for the hone,
whi ch serves the North American market, as well as over 70 ot her
countries throughout the world. Prior to founding Viking, M.
Carl was a fourth generation building contractor, having been a
design/ buil d general contractor throughout his entire adult
career. M. Carl is a nenber of the National Kitchen & Bath
Associ ation Hall of Fame and was selected as the M d-South
Entrepreneur of the Year in 1996. He is a nenber of the Advisory
Board of Directors of Trustmark National Bank of G eenwood,
M ssi ssi ppi; and

VWHEREAS, in the late 1970s M. Carl noticed that nore and
nore upscal e consuners, and especially celebrities and serious
gournmets, were installing comrercial restaurant ranges in the

kitchens of their hones. Wwen M. Carl and his wife, Mrgaret,
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want ed one of these for their own kitchen, Carl quickly realized
that true restaurant ranges were not suitable for honme use due to
many factors such as high heat output and poor insulation, so Carl
desi gned a range that solved these problens yet retained the
heavy-duty cooki ng power of its comrercial counterpart. He
founded Vi ki ng Range Corporation in 1984 to manufacture and
distribute the product, and Carl shipped his first Viking range in
January 1987. Seventeen years later, Viking continues to be the
| eader in this segnent of the United States major appliance
industry as the only manufacturer of a conplete |line of
ultra-prem um comrercial-style appliances for the honme. Carl's
conpany sells to every state in the United States through an
extensive distributor network, and Viking products have been sold
in over 70 international countries; and

VWHEREAS, M. Carl's civic contributions are a matter of
record: He serves on the Executive Conmttee of the Board of
Directors of the M ssissippi State University Foundation, the
Executive Commttee of the Board of Directors of the M ssissipp
Part nership for Econom c Devel opnent, the Board of Directors of
t he G eenwood- Lefl ore County Econom c Devel opment Foundati on, and
is a nenber of the Governor's State Sunmt on H gher Educati on.
M. Carl also serves on the Advisory Board of the School of
Architecture, the Small Town Center Board and the Advisory Board
of the Coll ege of Business and Industry at M ssissippi State
University. M. Carl served as the Chairman of the first
M ssi ssi ppi Bl ues Commi ssion, appointed by Governor Misgrove in
Decenber 2003. The Alluvian, fornerly the historic Hotel Irving
in Geenwood, was one of M ssissippi's nost endangered buil di ngs
until Fred Carl, Jr., decided to preserve the building and
revitalize the property. 1In the G eenwood/Leflore County
Community, Fred is a nenber of G eenwood/Leflore Industrial Board,
a nmenber of the Trustmark Board of Directors, Past-President of

the G eenwood Country Club and a nenber of the Vestry of the
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Epi scopal Church of the Nativity. He was recently naned to the
Leflore County Hall of Fanme and the M ssissippi Business Hall of
Fame. M. Carl and his wife, Margaret, have one son, Chris, age
24, who is enployed by one of the Viking subsidiaries; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
entrepreneurial successes and civic dedication of this home-grown
M ssi ssi ppi busi nessman, whose contri butions have brought honor to
his community and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the career and civic contributions of M.
Fred Carl, Jr., of G eenwood, M ssissippi, President and Chief
Executive O ficer of Viking Range Corporation, and extend to him
and his famly the best w shes of the Legislature.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

M. Carl and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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