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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 601

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE CAREER AND PUBLI C
SERVI CE OF AWARD- W NNI NG ACTRESS DR TOMM E H. (TONEA) STEWART OF
GREENWOOD, M SSI SSI PPI, AND VELCOM NG HER TO M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, "A Tine to Kill" Actress and Director of Drama at
Al abama State University (ASU), Dr. Tommie H (Tonea) Stewart,
gi ves notivational presentations to students through the eyes of
her grandfather, a forner slave, encouraging themto nake a
difference in the world through their God-given talent; and

VWHEREAS, "Tonea" Stewart, a native of G eenwdod, M ssissippi,
has lived in Montgomery, Al abama, since 1990. She is a tenured
Professor and the Director of Theatre Arts at Al abama State
University. Also, she is a professional actress; and

VWHEREAS, as Director of Theatre, Tonea serves as a teacher,
rol e nodel and nmentor to many students at ASU. Since her arrival
t he nunber of Theatre majors and mnors, and the nunber of
graduates fromthe program has soared. Youth fromthe Montgonery
area and across the nation have been touched by Tonea's artistry
through T.A P.S. (Theatre Artists Performance School) and Canp 3T
(Teachi ng Through Theatre), sumrer performance and enri chnent
canps; and

WHEREAS, after receiving a B.S. degree in Speech and Theatre
from Jackson State University and an MA. in Theatre Arts fromthe
University of California at Santa Barbara, Tonea conpl eted her
Ph.D. in Theatre Arts at Florida State University (FSU) in 1989.
She was the first African-Anerican female to receive a doctorate
fromthe FSU School of Theatre and the first MKni ght Doctoral

Fellow in Theatre Arts. During her study at FSU, Tonea al so
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received a fellowship fromthe National Endowrent for the
Humani ti es; and

WHEREAS, as an actress, Tonea is perhaps best known for her
recurring role in "lIn the Heat of the Night." Mre recently, she
co- produced an i ndependent feature film "Roper and Goodie," and
was Associ ate Producer of the CBS novie, "The Rosa Parks Story."
She has earned an NAACP I nage Award nom nation for her role in the
filmadaptation of John Gishamis "A Tine to Kill" and The Gold
Medal Award for the narration of Public Radio International Series
"Renenbering Slavery,"” and is the 1999 Rabriel Award W nner.
Tonea began her acting career in 1969 and becane the first
African-Anerican to direct and star at New Stage Theatre, the nost
prestigious equity theatre in Mssissippi. Since then, she has
performed on stage in Canada, Mexico, South Korea and throughout
the United States, including Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center,
and has appeared on screen and television. Sone notable titles
i nclude: "M ssissippi Burning," "lnvasion of the Body Snatchers
[11," "Living Large, My Stepson/ My Lover," "Wl ker Texas Ranger,"
"Matl ock,"” "Leave of Absence,” "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,"
"ER' and "Touched by an Angel"; and

VWHEREAS, Tonea is a spokesperson for "One Church, One Child"
of Al abama and for Al abama Adult Foster Care. 1In 1995, she was
i nducted into the National Black College Alumi Hall of Fane. She
has honorary doctorates from Buena Vista University in Storm Lake,
lowa and Jarvis Christian College in Hawkins, Texas, and has
recei ved nunmerous keys to cities throughout the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Tonea is a nmenber of the Order of The CGolden Circle,
a life nmenber of the NAACP, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. and a
dedi cat ed nenber of Hutchinson Baptist Church. She is married to
Dr. Allen Stewart. They have three children; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the

contributions of this well-known spokesperson who has neant so
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much and brought honor to her hometown of Greenwood and to the
State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the career and public service of
award-wi nning actress Dr. Tomme H (Tonea) Stewart of G eenwood,
M ssi ssippi, and wel conme her and her famly to M ssissippi and
extend to themthe best w shes of the Legislature on future
endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Dr. Tonea Stewart and be made available to the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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