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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 600

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE 1ST BATTALI ON, 204TH
Al R DEFENSE ARTI LLERY, SERVI NG THE UNI TED STATES I N QUR NATION S
CAPI TOL.

VWHEREAS, the United States' Mlitary is in the process of
engagi ng in the war against terrorismboth at home and overseas,
whi ch includes hundreds of M ssissippi Guardsnen; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi National Guard, upon receiving only
a few days' notice, in nost cases, has enbarked upon both m ssions
to secure and preserve peace and to protect the lives and interest
of all Anericans, thus exhibiting the high caliber and readi ness
of our state's troops; and

VWHEREAS, 170 nenbers of the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense
Artillery, headquartered in Newton, Mssissippi, with units in
Morton, Bay Springs, Forest and Decatur, were called to active
duty on May 1, 2003, for service in our Nation's Capitol; and

VWHEREAS, upon nobilization, these soldiers trained admrably
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, exceeding all training standards on
active-conmponent precision nmarksmanshi p ranges; and

VWHEREAS, these sol diers were subsequently depl oyed to provide
air defense for our National Capitol Region; and

VWHEREAS, the Battalion was the first National Guard Battalion
sel ected for such a critical mssion; and

VWHEREAS, they have been recogni zed repeatedly for excellence
during their deploynent; and

VWHEREAS, the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery, was

the first Arnmy National Guard unit in the nation to receive the
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state-of -the-art Avenger Wapons System because of their history
of superior unit readi ness and m ssion acconplishnment; and

WHEREAS, the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery, was
the first Arnmy National Guard unit in the nation to receive the
state-of -the-art Sentinel Radar Systemto enhance the Avenger
Weapons System and

WHEREAS, the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery,
consistently surpasses all training requirenents due to the
| eadership abilities of its conmand; and

WHEREAS, the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery,
consistently surpasses all training requirenents due to the
prof essi onali sm and dedication of its soldiers; and

WHEREAS, the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery,
remai ns one of the nost critical conbat nultipliers in the
M ssi ssippi Arny National Guard; and

VWHEREAS, the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery, wll
continue its heritage as one of the best trained fighting forces
in the Mssissippi Arny National Guard and will proudly protect
life and property in the State of M ssissippi and defend our
nation's freedons; and

VWHEREAS, the dedication of these soldiers of the 1st
Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery, in providing valuable
assistance to the United States MIlitary, has hel ped instil
confidence in the general public that they are conmtted to this
nation's security; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Legislature finds it nost
appropriate to recogni ze and commend the diligence of these
out standi ng M ssi ssi ppians for the devotion to their state and
nation to secure and insure peace for all:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend all personnel in the 1st Battalion, 204th Air

Defense Artillery, serving the United States so proudly.
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BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to the Coomanding Oficer of the 1st Battalion,

204t h

Air Defense Artillery, the Adjutant General of the M ssissippi

Nat i onal Guard and to the nmenbers of the Capitol
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