M SSI SSI PPI LEGQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004
By: Senator(s) Chaney, M chel, Posey, To:  Rules

Mor gan, Hyde-Smith, Harvey, Ross, Frazier,
Ki r by, Thames

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 580

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMVENDI NG THE LI FE, CAREER AND

2 LEGACY OF CHARI TABLE AND PUBLI C SERVI CE OF JACKSON, M SSI SSI PPI

3  BUSI NESSMAN WARREN A. HOOD.

4 VWHEREAS, Warren A. Hood, a Jackson, M ssissippi, businessman,
5 ~civic leader and friend to nmany charitabl e organizations, died on
6 Tuesday, March 2, 2004; and

7 WHEREAS, in his day, he was the | eadi ng busi nessman of the

8 state, and he will be renmenbered for his industrial expertise, his
9 involvenent with the redevel opnment of downt own Jackson and the

10 innunerable charities he hel ped; and

11 VWHEREAS, former Covernor WIlliam Wnter, one of Warren Hood's
12 personal friends and a fellow church nmenber at Fondren

13 Presbyterian Church, called Warren Hood one of M ssissippi's

14 greatest citizen |leaders. He never held public office, nor did he
15 aspire to public office, but he left a mark on this state that has
16 not been exceeded or even equal ed by nost of the public | eaders of
17 this state; and

18 VWHEREAS, Warren Hood, 87, began his career in 1940 at a smal
19 sawm || near his hone in Copiah County and went on to acquire

20 nunerous |unber and diversified nmanufacturing plants under the

21 unbrella of Hood Industries, Inc. Before the conpany's nerger

22 with the Masonite Corporation in 1970, Hood Industries was the

23 largest producer of southern yellow pine east of the M ssissipp

24 R ver; and

25 VWHEREAS, Warren Hood served on Masonite Corporation's Board
26 of Directors and Executive Commttee until 1982, when the | unber
27 and woodl ands operations were spun off to form Ti nber Realization
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Conpany. He served as a general partner until the partnership was
liquidated in 1987. He worked with |ocal econom c devel opnent
officers for about two years to find a buyer for the DeSoto
Corporation that made furniture primarily for Sears and had
announced plans to close in 1983. Wen no buyer cane forward,
Hood joined with famly nenbers and purchased the facility in
Jackson and operated Hood Furniture Manufacturing Conpany until it
cl osed in 1986; and

WHEREAS, Warren Hood held a major stake in about 50
busi nesses that ranged from Sout hern Bag Corporation in Yazoo City
to Oe Dz Charcoal Briquets in Pachuta; and

WHEREAS, Warren Hood, who did not graduate from col | ege but
recei ved honorary doctorates from Bel haven Col | ege and M I | saps
Col | ege, contributed to numerous universities and schools and
rai sed funds for countless charitable organi zations. He enacted a
policy at Hood Industries of paying the tuition for any child of
an enpl oyee who wanted to attend community col |l ege. Hood served
for 26 years on Bel haven Col | ege's Board of Trustees, and the
college's library is naned in his honor; and

VWHEREAS, one of Hood's greatest |egacies is the Warren Hood
Scout Reservation which he donated to the Andrew Jackson Counci
of Boy Scouts of Anerica. The canp opened in 1987 and covers
1,700 acres about 12 mles west of Hazl ehurst in Copiah County;
and

WHEREAS, survivors include daughters Kay Adans and Peggy
Loui s of Jackson, and sons Warren A. Hood, Jr., of Hattiesburg and
James W Hood of Jackson. Hood's wife, Elsie Meadows Hood, died
in 2002; and

VWHEREAS, Warren Hood worked tirelessly to inprove the Gty of
Jackson and headed civic organi zati ons such as the Jackson Metro
Chanber of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, M. Hood was a sel f-nade man who was ki nd, generous

and could be trusted inplicitly, and it is with sadness that we
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note the passing of this nodel businessman and M ssi ssi pp
citizen:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life, career and | egacy of charitable and
public service of Jackson businessnan Warren A. Hood, and express
to his surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature on his
passi ng.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Warren A. Hood and be nmade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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