M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Senator(s) Mchel, Butler, Chaney, To: Rules

Dearing, Frazier, Gordon, Harden, Harvey,
Jackson (11th), Jackson (32nd), Little,

Thanes
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 574

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE POSTHUMOUS | NDUCTI ON

2 OF DON O/NENS, ALL-AMERI CAN TACKLE FOR SQUTHERN M SSI SSI PPl AND THE

3 NATI ONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE' S WASHI NGTON REDSKI NS, | NTO THE

4 M SSI SSI PPl SPORTS HALL OF FAME, CLASS OF 2004.

5 VWHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown Cl ub and M ssissippi Sports

6 Hall of Fanme has unveiled the O ass of 2004 of the M ssissippi

7 Sports Hall of Fame, which features the posthunous induction of

8 Don Ownens, All-Anerican tackle for the University of Southern

9 Mssissippi and the National Football League's Washi ngton

10 Redskins; and

11 VWHEREAS, a native of St. Louis, Mssouri, who played several
12 sports at Southside Catholic H gh School, Don Oamens fought in the
13 Korean War with the U . S. Marine Corps and played football in the
14 arned services |league prior to his college football career; and

15 VWHEREAS, a two way tackle who played at 6'6", 248 | bs. and

16 lettered at the University of Southern M ssissippi from 1953-1956
17 where he was coached by M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fame nenber

18 Thad "Pie" Vann; and

19 VWHEREAS, he hel ped the Sout herners conpile a record of 31-9-1
20 with two bowl appearances and big wins over teans such as Al abang,
21 Florida State and Ceorgia, he was named sophonore All-Anerican

22 after the 1954 season and was naned First Team Al |l - Anerica by

23 Associated Press, WIllianmson Rating System and Hel ns Foundati on
24 in 1955 and his Senior season in 1956, he played in the 1956 East-
25 West Shrine All-Star Gane and was naned the South's Qutstanding
26 Lineman in the 1957 Senior Bow in Mbile, Al abama, he al so pl ayed
27 in the 1957 Chicago College Al -Star Gane agai nst the defending

28 National Football League Chanpion New York G ants; and
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VWHEREAS, Don Wells, 3rd Round draft choice, 30th pick
overall, in the 1957 National Football League draft by the
Pittsburgh Steelers who traded himto the Washi ngton Redskins, he
pl ayed defensive tackle in the National Football League for 7
seasons from 1957-1963 with the Washi ngton Redskins, the
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es and his hometown, St. Louis Cardinals; and

WHEREAS, he hel ped organi ze the National Football League
Pl ayers Association Union, returned to the University of Southern
M ssi ssippi to serve as defensive |line coach and defensive
coordi nator in 1967 and 1968 and served as Executive Director for
the M ssouri-AFL-CI O for 15 years; and

VWHEREAS, Don Owens passed away on August 17, 1997 and was
i nducted into the University of Southern M ssissippi Athletic Hal
of Fame in 1966 and was sel ected as a nenber of the University of
Sout hern M ssi ssi ppi Team of the Century in 2002; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this |egend
of the gridiron who has brought honor to his university and to the
State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the posthunous induction of Don Owens,

Al l - Arerican tackle for Southern M ssissippi and the Nati onal

Foot bal | League's Washi ngton Redskins, into the M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fame, C ass of 2004, and we extend the best w shes of the
Legislature to his famly on this occasion.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the famly of Don Oaens at induction cerenonies and be made

avai lable to the Capitol Press Corps.
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