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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 572

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG JOHNI E
COOKS, EXCELLENT ALL- AMERI CAN M SSI SSI PPl STATE AND NATI ONAL
FOOTBALL LEAGUE LI NEBACKER, UPON HI S | NDUCTI ON | NTO THE
M SSI SSI PPl SPORTS HALL OF FAME, CLASS OF 2004.

VWHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown Cl ub and M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fame has unveiled the O ass of 2004 of the M ssissipp
Sports Hall of Fame, which features Johni e Cooks, excellent
Al'l - American M ssissippi State University |inebacker and Nati onal
Foot bal | League |inebacker with the Baltinore Colts; and

VWHEREAS, a three-sport letterman for Lel and Hi gh School
Johni e Cooks lettered four years at M ssissippi State University
from 1977 through 1981, including a redshirt injury season in
1979; and

VWHEREAS, nanmed Second Team Al | - Sout heast ern Conference by the
Associ ated Press as a Sophonore in 1978, he hel ped the M ssissipp
State Bull dogs to achieve the school's first ever back-to-back
bow appearances in 1980 and 1981, and was instrunental in one of
t he bi ggest upsets in Mssissippi State University history as
State defeated Bear Bryant's No. 1 rated Al abama Crinson Tide 6-3
at Jackson, M ssissippi, in a faned 1981 contest; and

VWHEREAS, Johni e recorded 376 tackles, 241 of which were
unassi sted, during his college career; was naned "Mst Val uable
Pl ayer™ on defense in State's 10-0 win over Kansas in the Hall of
Fane Bowl played in Birm ngham Al abama; was three-tine
Al'l - Sout heast ern Conference player and naned First Team
Al'l - Arerican by the Associ ated Press, Football News, Foot bal

Witers Association of America, Sporting News, NEA and Hartford
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| nsurance; played in the 1982 A ynpia Gld Bow in San Di ego,
California, and the Hula Bow in Honolulu, Hawaii; and

VWHEREAS, he was a first round draft choice, second pl ayer
pi cked overall in the 1982 National Football League draft by the
Baltinore Colts, the highest draft choice by any M ssissippi State
University Bulldog in school history; and

VWHEREAS, he pl ayed 10 seasons in the National Football League
with the Baltinore Colts, New York G ants and C evel and Browns,
and devel oped into a pass-rushing specialist and nade the Nati onal
Foot bal | League All -Rookie Teamin 1982; he was a nmenber of the
1990 New York G ants teamthat won the National Football League
title in a 20-19 thriller against the Buffalo Bills in Super Bow
XXV at Tanpa, Florida, and returned to Starkville, M ssissippi, to
work for the Mssissippi State University Athletic Departnent
after he conpleted his professional football career; and

WHEREAS, he was enshrined into the M ssissippi State
University Athletic Hall of Fanme in 1991 and was selected as a
Sout heastern Conference Living Legend in 1999; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
out st andi ng at hl ete who has brought honor to his university and to
the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Johni e Cooks, excell ent
Al - Arerican M ssissippi State University |inebacker and Nati onal
Foot bal | League |inebacker with the Baltinore Colts, upon his
i nduction into the Mssissippi Sports Hall of Fame, C ass of 2004,
and wi sh himand his famly continued success in all their future
endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Johni e Cooks at induction cerenopnies and be made available to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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