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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 563

REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG COLONEL
L.M CLAI BORNE, JR, THE FI RST AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN TO BE APPO NTED
ASSI STANT COWMM SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY AND

DI RECTOR OF THE HI GHWAY SAFETY PATROL.
VWHEREAS, on January 11, 2003, Colonel L.M d aiborne,

Jr.

was

appointed as the InterimAssistant Comm ssi oner of the Departnent

of Public Safety/InterimDi rector of the M ssissippi H ghway

Safety Patrol. On February 3, 2000, he was appoi nted by

Comm ssioner David R Huggins as the Assistant Conm ssioner of the

Department of Public Safety/Director of the M ssissippi H ghway

Safety Patrol and pronoted to the rank of Col onel; and

VWHEREAS, he has served with the M ssissippi H ghway Safety

Patrol for over 23 years. Colonel Claiborne is the first

African- Anerican to be appoi nted Assistant Conm ssioner of the

Departnment of Public Safety/Director of the M ssissippi H ghway

Safety Patrol in the agency's 65-year history; and

VWHEREAS, Col onel C ai borne graduated with honors from S. V.

Marshal | Hi gh School in Tchula, M ssissippi, in 1975. He then

served in the United States Arny Infantry from 1975 to 1979.

Fol Il owi ng his discharge fromthe Arny, Col onel C aiborne served 22

years with the M ssissippi Arnmy National Guard, Troop A 98th

Cal vary, Louisville, M ssissippi, before retiring in 2001.

continued his education while in the mlitary by attending Fort

He

Stillcum Community Coll ege in Tacoma, Washi ngton, and Hol nes

Community Coll ege in Goodman, M ssissippi; and
VWHEREAS, Col onel C ai borne began his career with the

M ssi ssi ppi Hi ghway Safety Patrol in Decenber 1980, as a Trooper

assigned to Troop H, Louisville, Mssissippi. He was pronoted to
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the rank of Trooper First Cass in Decenber 1985 and i n Decenber
1987 to the rank of Staff Sergeant assigned as the Acci dent
Reconstructionist in Troops Hand G I n March 1989, Col onel
Cl ai borne was anong the first H ghway Patrol Oficers to attend
training for and becone a Crinme Scene Investigator wth the rank
of Sergeant First O ass; and

VWHEREAS, in July 1994, Col onel d ai borne becane a Master
Sergeant, Assistant Troop Conmander, for Troop Gin Starkville,
M ssi ssi ppi. Throughout his career, Col onel C aiborne has served
as a Tactical Training Oficer for several M ssissippi H ghway
Safety Patrol Cadet Casses. In April 1996, he was pronpted to
the rank of Captain over the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol
Training Division. Many of the Oficers he has trained continue
to serve the Mssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol. Col onel d aiborne
al so served as a nenber of the elite Mssissippi H ghway Safety
Patrol Honor Guard; and

VWHEREAS, as the Assistant Comm ssioner for the Departnent of
Public Safety, Colonel d aiborne assists the Conmm ssioner of
Public Safety in overseeing the operations of the Departnent of
Public Safety. In his capacity as the Director of M ssissippi
H ghway Safety Patrol, Colonel C aiborne appoints the directors of
and is responsible for the operations of the Ofice of M ssissippi
H ghway Safety Patrol, which consists of the Bureau of Uniform
Enf orcenent, the M ssissippi Bureau of Investigations, the Driver
Servi ces Bureau and various specialized divisions. He is also
responsi bl e for the operations of the Ofice of the M ssissippi
Law Enforcenent O ficers' Training Acadeny. There are
approxi mately 500 sworn officers and approximately 290 civilian
enpl oyees under his command; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
si ngul ar achi evenent of this career |aw enforcenent officer who
serves as a role nodel for his fellow troopers and brings honor to

the officers and civilians of the M ssissippi Departnent of Public
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Safety and the H ghway Patrol, and to the State of M ssi ssi ppi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Colonel L.M d aiborne, Jr.,
the first African-Anmerican to be appoi nted Assistant Conmm ssi oner
of the Departnent of Public Safety and Director of the H ghway
Safety Patrol, and extend to himand his famly the best w shes of
the Legislature on his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Col onel O ai borne, and be forwarded to the Comm ssioner of Public

Saf ety and be nade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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