M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

© (00} ~ » a1 hWNPE

N N N N DD N MDD NDMDDNN P PP PR,k PR
o N o o M WN P O © 00 N oo~ wN -+, O

Senator(s) Albritton To: Constitution

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 551

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO SECTI ON 26,
M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO ALLOW AN | MPARTI AL JURY TO BE
DRAWN FROM A W DER GEOGRAPHI CAL AREA THAN THE COUNTY WHERE THE
CRI ME WVAS COW TTED, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That the followi ng anendnment to the
M ssi ssi ppi Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified
el ectors of the state.

Amend Section 26, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
as foll ows:

Section 26. Rights of accused; state grand jury proceedi ngs.

In all crimnal prosecutions the accused shall have a right
to be heard by hinself or counsel, or both, to demand the nature
and cause of the accusation, to be confronted by the w tnesses
agai nst him to have conpul sory process for obtaining witnesses in
his favor, and, in all prosecutions by indictnment or information,

a speedy and public trial by an inpartial jury drawn froman area

as the Legislature may provide by | aw, and he shall not be

conpel l ed to give evidence against hinself; but in prosecutions
for rape, adultery, fornication, sodony or crinme against nature
the court may, in its discretion, exclude fromthe courtroom al
persons except such as are necessary in the conduct of the trial.
Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provisions of this Constitution, the
Legi slature may enact | aws establishing a state grand jury with
the authority to return indictnents regardless of the county where
the crime was conmmitted. The subject matter jurisdiction of a
state grand jury is limted to crimnal violations of the

M ssi ssippi Uniform Control |l ed Substances Law or any other crine
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i nvol vi ng narcotics, dangerous drugs or controlled substances, or
any crinme arising out of or in connection with a violation of the
M ssi ssippi Uniform Control |l ed Substances Law or a crine involving
narcotics, dangerous drugs or controlled substances if the crine
occurs within nore than one (1) circuit court district of the
state or transpires or has significance in nore than one (1)
circuit court district of the state. The venue for the trial of
indictnments returned by a state grand jury shall be as prescribed
by general |aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the anmendnents in this
resolution shall be submtted to the qualified electors at an
el ection to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
Novenber, 2004, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution and
by general |aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the explanation of the anendnent
for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional anmendnent provides that persons accused of a crine
may be tried by a jury drawn froma w der geographical area than

just the county in which the offense was alleged to be commtted."”
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