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Senat or (s) Turner To: Constitution

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 547

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO SECTI ON
241, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO PROVI DE THAT PERSONS
CONVI CTED OF A FELONY SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE TO VOTE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That the followi ng anendnment to the
M ssi ssi ppi Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified
el ectors of the state.

Amend Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
as foll ows:

Section 241. Qualifications for electors. Every inhabitant

of this state is declared to be a qualified elector if the person:

(a)

Is a citizen of the United States of Anerica;

a
b) Is eighteen (18) years old or ol der;

(
(c) *** Has resided in this state for thirty (30)

days, and for thirty (30) days in the county in which the person

offers to vote, and for thirty (30) days in the incorporated city

or town in which the person offers to vote and who is duly

regi stered as provided in this article and by statute;

(d) Has not been determ ned nentally inconpetent by a

final judgnent of a court;

(e) Has not been finally convicted of a felony other

t han mansl aughter, any violation of the United States Internal

Revenue Code, or any violation of the tax laws of this state or,

if so convicted, has:

(i) Fully discharged the person's sentence,

i ncluding any term of incarceration, parole or supervision, or

conpl eted a period of probation ordered by any court; or
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(ii) Been pardoned or otherw se rel eased fromthe

resulting disability to vote.

A person shall be qualified to vote for President and Vice

President of the United States if the person neets the

requi renents established by Congress therefor and is otherw se a
qualified el ector.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the anmendnents in this
resolution shall be submtted to the qualified electors at an
el ection to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
Novenber 2004, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution and
by general |aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the explanation of the anendnent
for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional amendment provides that a person convicted in any
state or federal court of any felony other than mansl aughter or
tax code violations shall not be eligible to vote until the person
has fully di scharged any sentence, received a pardon, or the
Legi sl ature has passed a suffrage bill on the person's behalf."

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That the Attorney General of the
State of M ssissippi shall submt this resolution, inmediately
upon adoption by the Legislature, to the Attorney General of the
United States or to the United States District Court for the
District of Colunbia, in accordance with the provisions of the

Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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