M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) King, Gollott, Morgan, To: Rules
Dawki ns, W/ enon, Lee (47th), Dearing, Hewes

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 535

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF

2 PUBLIC SERVI CE OF H GHLY DECORATED VETERAN GENERAL ROGER BARTON

3 JOHNSON OF HATTI ESBURG, M SSI SSI PP, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY
4 OF THE LEG SLATURE.

5 VWHEREAS, Ceneral Roger Barton Johnson, forner executive

6 admnistrative assistant to University of Southern M ssissipp

7 Presidents WlliamD. MCain and Aubrey K Lucas, died January 21,
8 2004, at his honme in Hattiesburg, M ssissippi; and

9 VWHEREAS, a native of Anory, M ssissippi, General Johnson was
10 a highly decorated veteran of the U S. Arny, serving in both the
11 European and Pacific theaters during Wrld War Il as an executive
12 officer with the 143rd Anti-Aircraft Battalion. Anmong many ot her
13 citations for his mlitary service, General Johnson was awarded
14 the Purple Heart and in 1951 received the M ssissippi Mgnolia

15 Medal ; and

16 VWHEREAS, General Johnson earned his Bachelor's and Master's
17 Degrees from M ssissippi State University, where he participated
18 in the university's ROIC program |In addition to his mlitary

19 career, he also worked as a teacher and school principal. He cane
20 to the University of Southern M ssissippi in 1956 when the

21 university was known as "M ssissippi Southern Coll ege"; and

22 VWHEREAS, at the University of Southern M ssissippi, his

23 duties included assisting in the oversight of property acquisition
24 for the expansion of the university, and in the schools

25 transition fromcollege to university status. He was al so

26 instrunental in the formation of the University of Southern

27 M ssissippi School of Nursing, the DuBard School for Language

28 Disorders and for the establishnment of the University Libraries
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de G umond Collection. He retired fromthe University of
Sout hern M ssissippi in 1982; and

WHEREAS, we are indebted to General Johnson for his years of
tireless service to the University of Southern M ssissippi and for
his work to transformthe university into a | eader anong the
nation's institutions of higher |earning; and

VWHEREAS, survivors include: his wife, Hattie Mae Johnson;
four sons, Roger B. Johnson, Jr. of Lock Haven, Pennsyl vani a,
St ephen F. Johnson of New Castle, Del aware, Thomas Johnson of
Brussel s, Belgiumand Burney P. Johnson of Birm ngham Al abam; a
daughter, Menrie Kelly of New York, New York; 11 grandchildren and
one great-grandchild; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
dedi cated public servant and veteran, whose career is a nodel to
citizens in the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and | egacy of public service of
hi ghly decorated veteran Ceneral Roger Barton Johnson of
Hatti esburg, M ssissippi, and express the synpathy of the
Legi sl ature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of General Johnson and University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi President Shel by Thames and be made avail able to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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