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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 531

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE OF JOHN C. BONNER
OF GULFPORT, M SSI SSI PPI, LONGTI ME VA CE OF THE HARRI SON CENTRAL
"RED REBELS" FOOTBALL TEAM AND WORLD WAR || VETERAN, AND
EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, John C. Bonner, longtinme voice of the Harrison
Central "Red Rebels" football teamand Wrld War ||l Veteran, died
on Thursday, January 8, 2004; and

VWHEREAS, he was born in Baltinore, Maryland, and had been a
resident of Gulfport since 1979. He served on the U S. S. |owa
during the surrender in Tokyo Harbor, Japan, and then retired as a
Master Gunnery Sergeant in the U S. Mrine Corps having served in
Korea and Vietnam He served in the Cty of Jackson CETA Program
as a departnent head, then worked as a planner for federal
prograns at Gulf Coast Busi ness Services, he also sang bass in the
St. Joseph Catholic Church Choir; and

VWHEREAS, he was al so the voice of Red Rebels football team
for 20 years. Mst fans renmenber M. Bonner as the public address
announcer who woul d al ways cone up with wild attendance figures at
Harrison Central football games. There could be 3,000 fans at the
gane, then he woul d announce the official attendance as 47, 213;
and

WHEREAS, for the |ast 20 years, M. Bonner was one of those
peopl e who nmade Red Rebel football games special. The toughest
gane he ever called was when Harrison Central was playing Cinton
inthe first round of the state playoffs at Earl Phillips, Sr.
Menorial Stadiumin 1991, and the fog was so thick that it was
nearly inpossible to see the visitor's bench fromthe Red Rebel

side. Bonner |ater tal ked about how nmuch the fog obscured the
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field fromthe height of the press box and how difficult it nade
his job; that was the only tinme in school history that Harrison
Central won a state playoff ganme; and

VWHEREAS, M. Bonner was a football official hinmself and
call ed ganes in Japan and the Far East. He did that during his
mlitary career which spanned Wrld War |1, Korea and Vietnam He
could regale you with stories about those mlitary football games
that were played in the nud in the Far East and anyone who has
wal ked into the head coach's office at Harrison Central wll see a
phot ograph of M. Bonner when he was injured officiating a
football gane; and

VWHEREAS, of this we can be sure, John Bonner will not be
forgotten by all those fans who have heard his voice; and

WHEREAS, he is survived by his wfe, Ellen C. Bonner; a
daught er, Linda Bonner of Jackson; three sons: M ke Bonner and
his wife; Steve Bonner and his w fe; and Kevin Bonner and his
w fe; six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Harrison County and the State of M ssissippi has
| ost a wonderful public servant and great Anerican:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life of John C. Bonner of Culfport,
M ssi ssippi, longtime voice of the Harrison Central H gh School
"Red Rebel s" football teamand World War |1 Veteran, and express
to his surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
M. Bonner's wife, Ellen, and be made available to The Sun Herald

and nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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