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Senator(s) Lee (47th) To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 530

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE BOLD ACTI ON OF JACKSON
SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENT EARL WATKI NS | N REORGANI ZI NG THE STAFF AT
LANI ER H GH SCHOQOL.

VWHEREAS, Jackson Munici pal Separate School District
Superi ntendent Ear| Watki ns announced on January 22, 2004, that
every enpl oyee at Lanier Hi gh School, including 67 teachers, nust
reapply for their jobs. A new principal, with a transition team
will select staff nmenbers for the new school year; and

VWHEREAS, by this "bold" nove, Superintendent Watkins believes
the reorgani zation is unavoi dable for Lanier H gh School, which
the State Department of Education rates as one of 33 Level 1
| ow perform ng school s because of poor student scores on state
tests; and

VWHEREAS, Lanier H gh School currently has about 950 students,
3 administrators, 67 teachers and 35 classified enpl oyees; and

VWHEREAS, Superintendent Watkins said he is counting on the
reorgani zation to reinvigorate the school, which has sone of the
worst test scores in the state, and nost students and staff view
this directive as a positive nove which will make a difference;
and

VWHEREAS, under the federal "No Child Left Behind"
| egi sl ati on, schools must neet specific achi evenent benchmarks, or
adequate yearly progress, in the percentage of students scoring
proficient; states nust have 100% of all students "proficient” by
t he 2013-2014 school year, which is measured by math and readi ng
test results for grades 3 through 8 and once at the high school

| evel ; and
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VWHEREAS, M ssissippi is making steady and encour agi ng
progress in student achievenent at both the state and nati onal
|l evel . On the National Assessnent of Educational Progress (NAEP)
M ssissippi's grades 4 and 8 students have shown significant gains
in both math and reading. For exanple, trend data from 1992 to
2003 show that for nmath, grade 4 students gained 21 scal e score
points while the nation gained only 15. Gade 8 math students
gai ned 15 scale score points while the nation gained only 9.
M ssissippi is making solid strides in closing the gap in national
test score conparisons. At the state level, our students are al so
showi ng gains on all state assessnents, both at the elenentary and
secondary |l evel. For the 2003-2004 school year, over half of the
schools in M ssissippi net the accountability requirenments of No
Child Left Behind, and M ssissippi currently ranks as having the
12t h best accountability programin the nation; and

WHEREAS, in order to continue this progress, the Legislature
nmust continue to properly fund K-12 education, and it is essenti al
to maintain the support of the business community through | ocal
accountability progranms in order to support this funding; and

WHEREAS, the accountability nmeasure instituted at Lanier Hi gh
School by Superintendent Watkins is a perfect exanple of action to
generate | ocal business comunity support for continued state
fundi ng of the M ssissippi Adequate Education Program and

VWHEREAS, Superi ntendent Watkins, the Board of Trustees of the
Jackson Muni ci pal Separate School District, the incom ng
adm ni strators at Lanier H gh School and the Jackson
Par ent - Teacher organi zation at Lanier H gh School are to be
comended for their cooperation in this effort to succeed inits
reorgani zation and to rise to a higher level of school
per f or mance:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
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we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate the bold action of Jackson
Muni ci pal Separate School District Superintendent Earl Watkins in
reorgani zing the staff at Lanier H gh School in an effort to rise
to a higher |evel of school performance, and extend to himthe
best wi shes of the Legislature in this endeavor.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Superintendent Watkins and the Board of Trustees of the Jackson
Muni ci pal Separate School District, be forwarded to the State
Board of Education and be nade available to The C arion-Ledger and

to menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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