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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 520

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URG NG GOVERNVENT LEADERS AND
Cl TI ZENS TO PROMOTE THE FAM LY I NSTI TUTI ON AS THE FUNDAMENTAL UNI T
OF M SSI SSI PPl SOCI ETY TO DESI GNATE 2004 AS THE " TENTH ANNI VERSARY
OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL YEAR OF THE FAM LY. "

VWHEREAS, the President of the United States has recently and
repeat edl y enphasi zed that the strength of the nation depends upon
the strength of the famly, and has called upon all to "recommt
ourselves to strengthen our nation by strengthening our famlies";
and

VWHEREAS, it is universally recognized that "the famly is the
nat ural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the state"; and

VWHEREAS, the United Nations has proclained the year 2004 as
the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Famly in
order to, anmong other things, "increase awareness of famly issues
anong governnents as well as in the private sector”; and

VWHEREAS, the institution of the famly is now being
underm ned and threatened by various cultural, social, political,
| egal and economic forces that are weakeni ng the bonds between
husband and wi fe, parent and child and the generations, and
wr eaki ng consequential harm and havoc throughout society:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N,

That :

1. The State of M ssissippi declares that the famly exists
prior to the state and is the very foundation of our conmunities
and the bedrock of our nation, continuing to be the nost

fundamental unit of society, the basis and bastion of civilization
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and progress since tine imenorial, and the continuing hope of
manki nd.

2. The State of M ssissippi declares that the famly,
ideally founded on marri age between husband and wife is the cradle
of life and | ove for each new generation, the primary source of
identity, self-esteem and support, and the first and forenost
school of life, being uniquely suited to teach children integrity,
character, norals, responsibility, service and wi sdom and t hereby
transmtting tineless values to future generations.

3. The State of M ssissippi recogni zes the urgent need for
neasures designed to pronote famly happiness and stability by
pronoting loving and faithful marriages, and by encouragi ng
greater |love and loyalty anong all famly nmenbers, increased
connection and conmuni cati on between parents and children, and
nore invol venrent of both fathers and nothers in raising children
in a positive and healthy environnment and in teachi ng them val ues
and norals essential to personal fulfillnment and the success of
soci ety.

4. The State of M ssissippi urges all citizens and
communities, and all organizations and institutions in all sectors
of society, to proactively pronote those neasures designed to
protect, defend and strengthen the famly as the fundanmental unit
of society.

5. The State of M ssissippi further urges governnent
| eaders, officials and representatives in all |evels and branches
of governnent, with respect to all |egislative, executive,
adm ni strative and judicial action, to pronote those neasures
designed to protect, defend and strengthen the famly as the
fundanmental unit of society.

6. The State of M ssissippi calls upon | eaders and peopl e of
i nfluence in media, entertai nnent, education, business, the arts
and religion to help reverse the cultural bias against the famly

and famly val ues.

S. C R No. 520 *SS02/R314*
04/ SS02/ R314
PAGE 2



62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72

7. W further call upon all citizens and communities, and
all organizations and institutions in all sectors of society, to
hel p support, sponsor, organize and participate in appropriate
activities and event designed to pronote and protect the famly as
the fundanmental unit of society in celebration of 2004 as the
"Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Famly."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
the Governor for dissemnation to all appropriate state agencies,
| ocal governnental agencies and forwarded to M ssissipp
Educati onal Tel evision for devel opnment and di ssem nation of public

servi ce announcenents.
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