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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 505

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO DESI GNATE MAY AS OSTEOPOROSI S
AVWARENESS MONTH I N M SSI SSI PPl AND TO ENCOURAGE THE STATE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ONS
41-93-1 THROUGH 41-93-9, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972.

VWHEREAS, osteoporosis is a bone-thinning disease that is a
maj or heal th concern; and

VWHEREAS, osteoporosis is a "silent disease" that typically
progresses w thout synptons until fractures occur; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that sone 77% of the approxi mately
400, 000 M ssi ssi ppi wonen over the age of 50 remain untreated and
undi agnosed for osteoporosis; and

VWHEREAS, osteoporosis is generally regarded as a preventabl e,
but not reversible, disease; and

VWHEREAS, early detection of osteoporosis anong at-risk
individuals is crucial to the prevention of the disease; and

VWHEREAS, the 1994 Regul ar Session of the M ssissipp
Legi sl ature expanded the state's role in wonen's health with the
passage of Sections 41-93-1 through 41-93-9, M ssissippi Code of
1972, enabling the State Departnent of Health to create a
statew de programto pronote public awareness about osteoporosis:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE M SSI SSI PPl STATE
SENATE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That we
do hereby designate May as Ost eoporosi s Awareness Month in
M ssi ssi ppi .

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the M ssissippi Legislature
encourages the State Departnent of Health to use, but not be
limted to, the follow ng strategies toward the preventi on,

di agnosi s, education and treatnent of osteoporosis:
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(1) Establish and coordi nate an advi sory panel on
ost eoporosi s, which shall provide nongovernnental input regarding
t he osteoporosis prevention and treatnent education prograns
provi ded for by Section 41-93-3 et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972.
Menmbership of this panel should include, but not be limted to,
persons with osteoporosis, wonen's health organi zations, public
heal t h educat ors, osteoporosis experts, and providers of
ost eoporosis health care.

(2) The Departnent of Health is hereby requested to file a
report, at |east annually, setting forth all the departnent's
osteoporosis-related activities for the previous year. The
reports shall include, but not be limted to, the activities and
recommendati ons of the advisory conmttee, the activities of the
departnent on a nonthly basis to acconplish the objectives
contained in Section 41-93-1 et seq., and the nunber of Peripheral
Dual X-ray Absorptionetry (PDEXA) screenings conducted by the
departnent as a neans of detecting and di agnosing this disease
anong M ssissippi citizens. The report requested by this
resolution shall be filed wth the Chairman of the Public Health
and Appropriations Conmttees of the State Senate and House of
Represent ati ves, and shall be available to the general public.
The first of said reports is requested by Decenber 1, 2003, with
subsequent reports by the sane date in each succeedi ng year
thereafter.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to the National Osteoporosis Foundation and the Capitol

Press Corps.
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