M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Hewes, Pickering, Al britton, To:  Appropriations
Mor gan
SENATE BILL NO 3012

1 AN ACT TO TRANSFER THE POWERS AND DUTI ES OF THE M SSI SSI PPI

2 BUREAU OF NARCOTI CS TO THE M SSI SSI PPI  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C

3 SAFETY; TO TRANSFER THE LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL OF THE

4 M SSISSIPPI PUBI C SERVI CE COMW SSI ON RELATED TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF

5 THE MOTOR CARRI ER REGULATORY LAW OF 1938 TO THE M SSI SSI PPI

6 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; TO TRANSFER THE LAW ENFORCEMENT

7 PERSONNEL OF THE M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON COWM SSI ON AND THE

8 M SSI SSI PPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON TO THE M SSI SSI PPI

9 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; TO PROVI DE THAT THE COWM SSI ONER MAY
10 I NTERNALLY REORGANI ZE THESE LAW ENFORCEMENT DI VI SI ONS; TO PROVI DE
11 THAT PERSONNEL ACTI ONS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM PERSONNEL BQARD

12 REGULATI ONS FOR A PERI OD OF ONE YEAR, TO AMEND SECTI ONS 27-19- 137,
13 27-55-547, 27-55-559, 63-5-43, 63-5-49 AND 65-1-44, M SSI SSI PPI

14 CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE TRANSFER OF LAW ENFORCEMENT

15 PERSONNEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON TO THE M SSI SSI PPI
16 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 41-29- 107,

17 41-29-108, 41-29-111 AND 45-1-2, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO

18 TRANSFER THE POAERS AND DUTIES OF THE M SSI SSI PPl BUREAU OF

19 NARCOTI CS TO THE M SSI SSI PPI DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; TO AMEND
20 SECTION 1, CHAPTER 520, LAWS OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO AMEND

21 SECTIONS 77-1-15, 77-7-127, 77-7-333, 77-7-335 AND 77-7-337,

22 M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO TRANSFER THE LAW ENFORCEMENT

23 PERSONNEL OF THE M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON ENFORCI NG
24 THE MOTOR CARRI ER REGULATORY LAW OF 1938 TO THE M SSI SSI PPI

25 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; TO REPEAL SECTIONS 77-1-19 AND

26 77-1-21, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, WH CH AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPI
27 PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON TO EMPLOY CERTAI N PERSONNEL TO ENFORCE
28 THE MOTOR CARRI ER REGULATORY LAW OF 1938; TO REPEAL SECTI ON

29 77-7-339, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WH CH PROVI DES THAT THE

30 I NSPECTOR SALARI ES OF THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON SHALL BE PAI D
31 QOUT OF A SPECI AL FUND, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

32 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
33 SECTION 1. (1) The M ssissippi Public Comm ssion shall

34 transfer all enployees, equipnment, inventory and resources of the
35 conm ssion enployed and used to enforce the Motor Carrier

36 Regulatory Law of 1938 to the M ssissippi Departnent of Public

37 Safety. The transfer of personnel shall be conmmensurate with the
38 nunber and classification of positions (PINS) allocated to such
39 enforcenent. The transfer shall also include direct support,

40 clerical, data processing and comuni cations pins allocated to

41 such | aw enforcenent.
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(2) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall have the
authority to internally reorgani ze such | aw enf orcenent personnel
to make an orderly, effective and tinmely transfer and
reorgani zati on of such personnel within the Departnent of Public
Safety. For a period of one (1) year after July 1, 2004, the
personnel actions of the Conm ssioner of Public Safety shall be
exenpt from State Personnel Board rules, regul ations and
procedures in order to give the comm ssioner flexibility in making
an orderly transfer and reorganization.

(3) The M ssissippi Public Service Comm ssion and the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety shall conply with Sections
5-11-1 through 5-11-5 in the transfer of the | aw enforcenent
personnel .

SECTION 2. (1) The M ssissippi Transportati on Commr ssion

and the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shall transfer
al | enpl oyees, equipnent, inventory and resources of the

comm ssion and departnent enployed and used as | aw enfor cenent
personnel to the M ssissippi Departnment of Public Safety. The
transfer of personnel shall be comensurate with the nunber and
classification of positions (PINS) allocated to such enforcenent.
The transfer shall also include direct support, clerical, data
processi ng and comruni cations pins allocated to such | aw

enf or cenent .

(2) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall have the
authority to internally reorgani ze such | aw enf orcenent personnel
to make an orderly, effective and tinely transfer and
reorgani zati on of such personnel within the Departnent of Public
Safety. For a period of one (1) year after July 1, 2004, the
personnel actions of the Conm ssioner of Public Safety shall be
exenpt from State Personnel Board rules, regul ations and
procedures in order to give the comm ssioner flexibility in making

an orderly transfer and reorganization.
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(3) The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion, the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation and the M ssissipp
Department of Public Safety shall conply with Sections 5-11-1
through 5-11-5 in the transfer of the | aw enforcenent personnel.

SECTION 3. (1) The powers and duties and all enpl oyees,

equi pnent, inventory and resources of the M ssissippi Bureau of
Narcotics shall be transferred to the M ssissippi Departnent of
Public Safety.

(2) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall have the
authority to internally reorgani ze the enpl oyees of the bureau to
make an orderly, effective and tinely transfer and reorgani zation
of such personnel within the Departnent of Public Safety. For a
period of one (1) year after July 1, 2004, the personnel actions
of the Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall be exenpt from State
Per sonnel Board rules, regulations and procedures in order to give
the comm ssioner flexibility in nmaking an orderly transfer and
reorgani zati on.

(3) The M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics and the M ssissipp
Department of Public Safety shall conply with Sections 5-11-1
through 5-11-5 in the transfer of the bureau.

SECTION 4. Section 27-19-137, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-137. The agents of the M ssissippi Departnent of

Public Safety and the State Tax Conmm ssion shall have the right to

i nspect at all reasonable tinmes all notor vehicles operating upon
the highways of this state and shall |ikew se have the authority
to inspect and exam ne all records kept by any person relating or
pertaining to the liability of any person for any tax inposed by
the provisions of this article. They shall |ikew se have the
power to require the production of any such records within this
state, at any tinme and pl ace designated by them upon giving
reasonabl e notice to the person having control and custody of such

records. The M ssissippi Departnment of Public Safety and its
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representatives shall also have the authority and power to cause
any vehicle engaged in the transportation of property upon the
public highways of this state to submt to a weighing of such
vehicle and the | oad thereon, either by neans of portable or
stationary scales, and may require that such vehicle be driven to
the nearest scales for weighing. |If a vehicle has been issued a
registration card, such registration card shall be carried in such
vehicle at all tines.

SECTION 5. Section 27-55-547, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-55-547. The commi ssioner and his agents and enpl oyees
shal |l have full access, ingress and egress at all reasonabl e hours
to and fromany place or building where special fuel nay be
recei ved, stored, transported, sold, offered or exposed for sale,
manuf actured, refined, distilled, conpounded or blended. The
conmmi ssi oner and his agents and enpl oyees shall have the right to
open and i nspect any case, package or other container, any tank,
punp, tank car or storage tank in which special fuel is kept and
enter upon any barge, vessel or other vehicle transporting speci al
fuel and, with instruments conformng to the wei ghts and neasures
adopted by the United States Bureau of Standards, check any
nmeasuri ng device or volune of weight of the contents of any such
cont ai ner.

The comm ssion, its enployees or agents and enforcenent

officers of the M ssissippi Departnent of Public Safety are hereby

aut hori zed to inspect any vehicle transporting special fuel over
t he highways of this state, or any boat, barge or vesse
transporting special fuel over the waters of this state, to
exam ne the contents of such vehicle, boat, barge or vessel, to
take a sanple, not to exceed one (1) gallon, of the special fuel
contained in such vehicle, boat, barge or vessel, and to inspect
the bills of |lading, manifest, invoices or other records

pertaining to the special fuel being transported.
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The comm ssion, its enployees or agents and enforcenent

officers of the M ssissippi Departnent of Public Safety are hereby

authorized to stop any notor vehicle traveling the hi ghways of
this state; to inspect the contents of the notor vehicle's fuel
supply tank; to take a sanple, not to exceed one (1) gallon, of
the contents of the fuel supply tank of such notor vehicle and to
exam ne any invoices, receipts or other docunments pertaining to
the contents of the notor vehicle's fuel supply tank.

Any person who refuses to allow an inspection as authorized
inthis section shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not nore than
One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00), or inprisonment in the county
jail for not nore than six (6) nonths, or both such fine and
i npri sonment .

SECTION 6. Section 27-55-559, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-55-559. Every person hauling, transporting or conveying
nore than five hundred (500) gallons of special fuel over the
hi ghways, streets, alleys or waters of this state, or into this
state over any highway, street, alley or water route, shall,
during the entire tine he is so engaged, have in his possession a
bill of sale, bills of lading, invoices or other witten evidence,
each of which shall be serially nunbered, showi ng the kind and
anmount of special fuel being transported, the nanme and address of
t he person from whom such speci al fuel was received, and the nane
and address of the person to whomdelivery is to be nade. The
vehi cl e or boat conveying such special fuel shall have clearly
printed on it the nanme and address of the person transporting the
special fuel on both sides of the vehicle or boat in well-bal anced
|l etters of not less than two (2) inches in height on a contrasting
backgr ound.

Any person other than a common or contract carrier bringing

special fuel into this state in quantities of nore than five
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hundred (500) gallons shall give notice to the comm ssion of his
intent to inport such special fuel. The comm ssion is authorized
to pronulgate rules setting forth the manner in which such notice
is to be given. However, if information on special fuel inported
into this state can be accurately secured from ot her sources by
the comm ssion, it may waive the requirenents of such notice.

| f any person, other than a common or contract carrier, shal
transport special fuel over the highways of this state by notor
vehi cl e without having given the notice required by this section,
or if a copy of such notice is not carried in such notor vehicle
as required by this section, the entire anount of the state excise
tax upon such special fuel being transported shall be deened due
and payable, plus a penalty of twenty-five percent (25% of the
anount of such tax, and any authorized representative of the
conmmi ssion or enforcenent officers of the M ssissippi Departnent

of Public Safety shall have the right to seize or inpound the

not or vehicle in which such special fuel is being transported
until such excise tax together with the penalty thereon has been
paid. Provided, however, that the penalty shall not apply when
the driver of the truck stops at the first weighing station in the
line of travel and secures the signature of the officer on duty on
the inport notice.

SECTION 7. Section 63-5-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-43. The M ssissippi Departnment of Public Safety shal

designate its agents to enforce Sections 63-5-29 through 63-5-41,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, and, upon the failure of any person so
desi gnated to enforce such sections, any executive order or
directive to the contrary notw thstanding, he or they shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor and be fined not |ess than One Hundred
Dol | ars ($100.00) nor nore than Three Hundred Dol l ars ($300.00)

for each such conviction.
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SECTION 8. Section 63-5-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-49. (1) Any police officer or |aw enforcenent officer
of the Departnent of Public Safety * * * may require the driver of
any vehicle that is required by |law or by any rule or regul ation
of the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation or the State Tax
Comm ssion to stop at inspection stations and submit to an
i nspection to stop and submt to a weighing of the vehicle, either
by nmeans of portable or stationary scales, and may require that
such vehicle be driven to the nearest scales for weighing. To aid

the enforcenent of this chapter, the Departnent of Public Safety

may assign up to forty (40) portable scale teans as it deens
necessary for efficient enforcenent.

(2) \Whenever such an officer, upon weighing a vehicle and
| oad as above provided, determ nes that the weight is unlawful,
such officer shall assess a penalty against the owner or operator
in accordance with Section 27-19-89, and may require the driver to
drive the vehicle to a suitable place and remain standing until
such portion of the load is renoved as may be necessary to reduce
the gross weight of such vehicle to such imt as permtted under
this chapter. Al material so unloaded shall be cared for by the
owner or operator of such vehicle at the risk of such owner or
operator.

(3) Any police officer or |Iaw enforcenent officer of the
Departnent of Public Safety * * * who stops a vehicle pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section shall have the authority to inspect
such vehicle to determ ne whether or not such vehicle is engaged
inthe illegal transportation of any contraband.

(4) Any driver of a vehicle who fails or refuses to stop and
submt the vehicle and load to a weighing, or who fails or
refuses, when directed by such an officer upon wei ghing of the
vehicle, to stop the vehicle and otherwi se conply with the

provi sions of this section, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor,
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puni shable by a fine of not nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars
(%1, 000.00), or by confinenment in the county jail for not nore
than thirty (30) days, or by both such fine and jail sentence and,
if operating at a gross weight in excess of the legal limt, such
addi tional penalty or assessnent as provided by |aw

(5) It is the intent of the Legislature that the Departnent
of Public Safety and all police officers shall cooperate wth the
Transportation Departnent in the enforcenent of the highway wei ght
aws of this state.

SECTION 9. Section 65-1-44, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

65-1-44. Agents and enpl oyees of the M ssissippi Departnent

of Public Safety who are charged with the enforcenent of the

wei ght laws and the notor vehicle privilege tax laws of this state
pursuant to Sections 63-5-43 and 27-19-137, M ssissippi Code of
1972, shall, as soon as practicable after being appointed
enf orcement personnel, and in order to continue serving as such,
successfully conplete a course of instruction at the M ssissipp
Law Enforcenent O ficers' Training Acadeny * * *,

SECTI ON 10. Section 41-29-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-29-107. (1) Fromand after July 1, 2004, the

Comm ssioner of Public Safety may assign to the appropriate

of fices such powers and duties deened appropriate to carry out the

| awful functions of the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics.

(2) There is hereby created within the M ssissipp

Departnent of Public Safety an office to be known as the

M ssi ssi ppi Bureau of Narcotics * * *. The said office shal

have * * * a director who shall be appointed by the Governor with
t he advi ce and consent of the Senate.

(3) Any funds, property or PINS that are appropriated to or

ot herwi se received by the bureau, or appropriated to, transferred

to or otherw se received by the Departnent of Public Safety for
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the use of the bureau, shall be budgeted and naintai ned by the

departnent as funds of the departnment. Personnel occupying PINS

transferred fromthe M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics to the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety shall serve on a

probationary basis for the twelve (12) nonths follow ng transfer.

(4) The Conmi ssioner of Public Safety is enpowered to enpl oy

or appoint necessary agents. The Comm ssioner of Public Safety

may al so enpl oy such secretarial, clerical and adm nistrative
personnel, including a duly |licensed attorney, as necessary for
the operation of the bureau, and shall have such quarters,
equi prent and facilities as needed. The salary and qualifications
of the attorney authorized by this section shall be fixed by the
director, but the salary shall not exceed the salary authorized
for an assistant attorney general who perforns simlar duties.
(5) The director and agents so appointed shall be citizens
of the United States and of the State of M ssissippi, and of good
noral character. The agents shall be not |ess than twenty-one
(21) nor shall have attained the age of thirty-six (36) years of
age at the tinme of such appointnent. |In addition thereto, those
appoi nted shall have satisfactorily conpleted at least tw (2)
years of college studies. However, tw (2) years of satisfactory
service as a |law enforcenent officer and the conpletion of the

prescribed course of study at a school operated by the Drug

Enf orcenment Adm nistration or the United States Justice Departnent

shal |l satisfy one (1) year of such college studies, and four (4)
years of satisfactory service as a | aw enforcenent officer and the
conpletion of the prescribed course of study at such federal
bureau school as stated heretofore shall fully satisfy the two (2)
years of college requirenment. The director shall also be required
to conplete a prescribed course of study at a school operated by

the Drug Enforcenent Admi nistration or the United States Justice

Depart nment .
* * %
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(6) The Conm ssioner of Public Safety may assign nenbers of
the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol, regardl ess of age, to the
bureau * * *; however, when any hi ghway patrol man or ot her
enpl oyee, agent or official of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Public Safety is assigned to duty wth, or is enployed by, the
bureau, he shall not be subject to assignnment or transfer to any
other office or department within the M ssissippi Departnent of

Public Safety except by the Conm ssioner of Public Safety. Any

hi ghway patrol man assigned to duty with the bureau shall retain
his status as a highway patrol man, but shall be under the

supervi sion of the director. For purposes of conpensation and

seniority wiwthin the Hi ghway Safety Patrol and for purposes of
retirement under the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol Retirenent
System hi ghway patrol nen assigned to the bureau will be credited
as if performng duty with the H ghway Safety Patrol. The

Comm ssi oner of Public Safety may assign enpl oyees of the H ghway

Safety Patrol to the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics and al so

assign agents of the bureau to the Hi ghway Patrol; provided,

however, that enpl oyees so assigned neet all established

requi renents for duty.

(7) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety may enter into

contracts or agreenents with the State Board of Health for
pur poses of recruitnment and screening of applicants through the
merit system

(8) The Conmi ssioner of Public Safety may enter into

agreenents with bureaus or departnents of other states or of the
United States for the exchange or tenporary assignnent of agents
for special undercover assignnents and for performance of specific
duti es.

(9) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety is hereby authorized

to assign agents of the bureau to such duty and to request and
accept agents from such other bureaus or departnents for such
duty.
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(10) In transferring the responsibilities of the M ssissipp

Bureau of Narcotics to the Departnent of Public Safety, the

conmmi ssioner and the director shall develop and inplenment witten

security precautions which shall be observed by all affected

enpl oyees. The comm ssioner and the director of the bureau shal

review, nodify and approve the plan prior to the effective date of

the nmerger of responsibilities required herein.

SECTI ON 11. Section 41-29-108, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

41-29-108. (1) The Conm ssioner of Public Safety is hereby

aut hori zed to accept vehicles which may be available fromthe
federal governnent for use in enforcenent of this article. The

comm ssioner is further authorized to expend reasonable funds from

any funds appropriated for the bureau for the delivery, repair and
mai nt enance of such autonobil es.

(2) The comm ssioner is further authorized to rent or |ease

not or vehicles for undercover mssions. Such vehicles shall be
used only on specified mssions and not as additions to the
regul arly authorized and budget ed vehicl es of the bureau.

SECTI ON 12. Section 41-29-111, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-29-111. The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shal

adm nister this article and shall work in conjunction and
cooperation with the State Board of Pharmacy, county and mnuni ci pal
| aw enf orcenent agencies, the district and county attorneys, the
Ofice of the Attorney CGeneral and the M ssissippi H ghway Safety
Patrol. The State Board of Health shall work with the bureau in
an advi sory capacity and shall be responsible for recormmending to
the Legislature the appropriate schedule for all substances to be
schedul ed or rescheduled in Sections 41-29-113 through 41-29-121.
In maki ng a recommendati on regardi ng a substance, the board shal
consi der the follow ng:

(a) (1) The actual or relative potential for abuse;
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(2) The scientific evidence of its pharnmacol ogi cal
effect, if known;

(3) The state of current scientific know edge
regardi ng the substance;

(4) The history and current pattern of abuse;

(5) The scope, duration and significance of abuse;

(6) The risk to the public health;

(7) The potential of the substance to produce
psychi ¢ or physi ol ogi cal dependence liability; and

(8) \Whether the substance is an i nmedi ate
precursor of a substance already controlled under this article.

(b) After considering the factors enunerated in
paragraph (a), the board shall nake findings with respect thereto
and issue a recommendation to control the substance if it finds
t he substance has a potential for abuse.

(c) If the board designates a substance as an i medi ate
precursor, substances which are precursors of the controlled
precursor shall not be recommended for control solely because they
are precursors of the controlled precursor.

(d) If any substance is designated, reschedul ed, or
del eted as a controll ed substance under federal |aw and notice
thereof is given to the board, it shall reconmend the control of
t he substance under this article at the next session of the
Legi sl ature.

(e) Authority to control under this article does not
extend to distilled spirits, wine, nalt beverages, or tobacco as
those terns are defined or used in the Local Option Alcoholic
Beverage Control Law, being Sections 67-1-1 through 67-1-91, and
t he Tobacco Tax Law of 1934, being Sections 27-69-1 through
27-69-77. It is the intent of the Legislature of the State of
M ssi ssippi that the bureau shall concentrate its efforts and

resources on the enforcement of the Uniform Controll ed Subst ances
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Law with respect to illicit narcotic and drug traffic in the
state.

The control | ed substances listed in the schedules in Sections
41-29-113 through 41-29-121 are included by whatever official,
common, usual, chem cal or trade nane desi gnated.

(f) The board shall reconmend the exclusion of any
nonnar coti ¢ substance froma schedule if such substance may, under
the Federal Food, Drug and Cosnetic Act and the laws of this
state, be lawfully sold over the counter w thout a prescription.

SECTION 13. Section 45-1-2, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

45-1-2. (1) The Executive Director of the Departnent of
Public Safety shall be the Conm ssioner of Public Safety.

(2) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall establish the
organi zati onal structure of the Departnent of Public Safety which
shall include the creation of any units necessary to inplenent the
duties assigned to the departnent and consistent with specific
requi renents of law, including, but not limted to:

(a) Ofice of Public Safety Pl anning;

(b) Ofice of Medical Exam ner;

(c) Ofice of Mssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol;

(d) Ofice of Crime Laboratories;

(e) Ofice of Law Enforcenent O ficers' Training
Acadeny;

(f) Ofice of Support Services;

(g0 The Ofice of Narcotics, known as the M ssissipp

Bureau of Narcotics * * *.

(3) The departnent shall be headed by a conm ssioner who
shal | be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor.
The appoi ntment of the comm ssioner shall be nmade with the advice
and consent of the Senate. The conm ssioner may assign to the
appropriate offices such powers and duties as deened appropriate

to carry out the departnent's |awful functions.
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(4) The comm ssioner of the departnent shall appoint heads
of offices, who shall serve at the pleasure of the conm ssioner.
The comm ssioner shall have the authority to organi ze the offices
est abl i shed by subsection (2) of this section as deened
appropriate to carry out the responsibilities of the departnent.
The organi zation charts of the departnent shall be presented
annually with the budget request of the Governor for review by the
Legi sl ature.

(5) The comm ssioner of the departnent shall appoint, from
within the Departnent of Public Safety, a statew de safety
training officer who shall serve at the pleasure of the
comm ssi oner and whose duty it shall be to performpublic training
for both | aw enforcenent and private persons throughout the state
concerni ng proper energency response to the nentally ill
terroristic threats or acts, donestic conflict, other conflict
resol ution, and such other matters as the conm ssioner may direct.

SECTION 14. Section 1, Chapter 520, Laws of 1972, is anended
as follows:

Section 1. (a) The M ssissippi Bureau of Drug Enforcenent

shal |l henceforth be designated as an office known as the

M ssi ssi ppi Bureau of Narcotics wthin the Departnent of Public

Saf ety.
(b) The M ssissippi Bureau of Drug Enforcenent as created by
Chapter 521, Section 3, Laws of 1971, being Section 6831-53,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1942, is hereby transferred fromthe State
Board of Health to the M ssissippi Departnment of Public Safety;
all personnel, records, property, equipnent and all funds
all ocated the Bureau of Drug Enforcenent are hereby transferred to
and pl aced under the supervision of the M ssissippi Bureau of
Narcotics of the Departnent of Public Safety. * * *
SECTI ON 15. Section 77-1-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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77-1-15. (1) There shall be an executive secretary of the
commi ssion, hereinafter referred to in this chapter as the
secretary, to be appointed by the comm ssion, by and with the
advi ce and consent of the Senate, for the termof the
conmi ssioners. The secretary nust have the sanme qualifications as
the comm ssioners and shall be subject to the sane
disqualifications and to |ike penalties, except that he shall not
be liable to i npeachnent. He shall receive a salary fixed by the
Legi sl ature. He shall take the oath of office and shall be
renmovabl e at the pleasure of the comm ssion, which may fill any
vacancy until the Senate confirnms a successor. The secretary
shal |l nmake bond as provided for other state officers, in the sum
of Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000. 00), conditioned upon the
faithful performance of the duties of his office.

(2) The secretary shall collect all fees and penalties
collected by or paid to the comm ssion, and shall cover the sanme
into the State Treasury * * *,

(3) The secretary of the conm ssion shall be the custodian
of all records, docunents, and the seal of the comm ssion. He
shall issue all citations, subpoenas and other rightful orders and
docunents, and performall other duties usually required of such
officer, and as required by the comm ssion.

(4) It shall be the duty and responsibility of the secretary
to supervise and nanage the offices and staff of the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion and formulate witten policies and procedures
for the effective and efficient operation of the office and
present these policies and procedures to the board for
promul gati on.

SECTI ON 16. Section 77-7-127, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-7-127. Al funds collected by the Public Service
Comm ssi on under the provisions of this chapter shall be deposited

in the State Treasury to the credit of the "Mdtor Carrier
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Regul ati on Enforcenent Fund" for use by the Departnent of Public

Safety for the adm nistration and enforcenent of the laws of this
state relative to * * * notor carriers subject to this chapter.

SECTION 17. Section 77-7-333, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-7-333. After selection, the chief enforcenent officer and
the inspectors shall go through thirty (30) days of intensive
instruction of the laws of this state pertaining to the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion, the M ssissippi Departnment of Transportation,
and the Departnent of Public Safety, together with rules and
regul ations of all these departnents, and the |laws of this state
pertaining to arrest. The expenses of attending such school shal

be paid out of the funds of the Departnent of Public Safety * * *.

SECTI ON 18. Section 77-7-335, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-7-335. (1) Al inspectors on duty shall wear uniforns,
shall have the right to bear arnms, and shall have the authority to
make arrests and hold and i npound any vehicle and the contents
t hereof which is being operated in violation of this chapter or
the comm ssion's rules, regulations or general orders promnul gated
t her eunder.

(2) Al inspectors shall have the authority to enforce al
of the laws, rules and regul ations of the M ssissippi Public
Servi ce Comm ssion upon all highways in the state and the
ri ghts-of-way of such hi ghways and other properties as defined in
Section 77-7-261; except that if any person conmts an offense in
violation of this chapter or the rules and regulations of this
commi ssion upon a highway in the state and be pursued by a nenber

or inspector of the M ssissippi Departnent of Public Safety, such

menber may pursue and apprehend such of fender upon any of the
hi ghways in this state, or to any other place to which such

of fender may fl ee.
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(3) Al inspectors shall have the authority to aid and
assi st any |law enforcenent officer whose life or safety is in
j eopardy and may arrest without warrant any fugitive fromjustice
who has escaped or who is using the highways in the state in an

attenpt to flee. Wth the approval of the Conm ssioner of Public

Safety, inspectors * * * pay assi st other |aw enforcenent agencies
in searching for convicted fel ons who have escaped or for alleged
felons where there is probable cause to believe that the person
bei ng sought commtted the felony and a felony had actually been
comm tted.

(4) Upon request of * * * a sheriff of any county or the
chief of police of any community and with the consent of the

Commi ssi oner of Public Safety, all inspectors have the authority

to assist in traffic control during tine of natural disasters,
such as hurricanes, tornados or fl oods.
* %k

SECTI ON 19. Section 77-7-337, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-7-337. The Departnent of Public Safety is hereby

aut hori zed and enpowered to purchase all necessary equi pnent to
enforce the provisions of this chapter, and to pay for the sane

out of the "Motor Carrier Regul ation Enforcenent Fund."

SECTION 20. Sections 77-1-19 and 77-1-21, M ssissippi Code
of 1972, which authorize the M ssissippi Public Service Comm ssion
to enploy certain personnel to carry out and enforce the
provi sions of the Motor Carrier Regulator Law of 1938, are
repeal ed.

SECTION 21. Section 77-7-339, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
whi ch provides that the inspector salaries of the Public Service
Comm ssion shall be paid out of a special fund, is repealed.

SECTION 22. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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