M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Senator(s) Tollison To: Judiciary, Division B

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 3007

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-59-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
ENACT DEFI NI TI ONS CONCERNI NG EMERGENCY OPERATI ON OF EMERGENCY
RESPONSE VEHI CLES SUCH AS AMBULANCES; TO CREATE NEW SECTI ON
41-59-85, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE FOR EMERGENCY
OPERATI ON OF AMBULANCES AND SPECI AL USE EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CE
VEHI CLES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-103, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE DEFI NI TI ON OF AUTHORI ZED EMERGENCY VEHI CLE; TO AMVEND
SECTI ON 63-3-621, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THE
DI STANCE TO BE MAI NTAI NED FROM AN AMBULANCE BY THE DRI VERS OF
NONEMERGENCY VEHI CLES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-7-19, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO SPECI FY WHAT LI GHTS ARE TO BE PLACED ON SPECI AL USE
EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CE VEHI CLES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-59-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-59-3. As used in this chapter, unless the context
otherwi se requires, the term

(a) "Anbulance" shall nean any privately or publicly
owned land or air vehicle that is especially designed,
constructed, nodified or equipped to be used, maintained and
operat ed upon the streets, highways or airways of this state to
assi st persons who are sick, injured, wounded, or otherw se
i ncapaci tated or hel pl ess;

(b) "Auto-injector"” nmeans a spring-|oaded needl e and
syringe with a single dose of nedicine that will automatically
rel ease and inject the nedicine;

(c) "Permt" shall nean an authorization issued for an
anbul ance vehicle and/or a special use EMS vehicle as neeting the
st andards adopted pursuant to this chapter;

(d) "License" shall nean an authorization to any
person, firm corporation, or governnental division or agency to

provi de anbul ance services in the State of M ssissippi;
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(e) "Energency nedical technician" shall nmean an
i ndi vi dual who possesses a valid energency nedical technician's
certificate issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter;

(f) "Certificate" shall nean official acknow edgnent
that an individual has successfully conpleted the recomrended
basi ¢ energency nedi cal technician training course referred to in
this chapter which entitles that individual to performthe
functions and duties of an energency nedi cal technician;

(g) "Board" shall nean the State Board of Health;

(h) "Departnent” nmeans the M ssissippi State Departnent
of Health, Division of Enmergency Medical Services;

(1) "Executive officer"” shall nmean the Executive
Oficer of the State Board of Health, or his designated
representative;

(j) "First Responder"™ neans a person who uses a |limted
anount of equipnent to performthe initial assessnment of and
intervention with sick, wounded or otherw se incapacitated
persons, who (i) is trained to assist other EMS personnel by
successfully conpleting, within the previous two (2) years, an
approved "First Responder: National Standard Curricul un training
program as devel oped and promul gated by the United States
Departnent of Transportation, (ii) is nationally registered as a
First Responder by the National Registry of Energency Medi cal
Technicians; and (iii) is certified as a First Responder by the
M ssi ssi ppi State Departnent of Health, Division of Energency
Medi cal Servi ces;

(k) "Invalid vehicle" shall nmean any privately or
publicly owned | and or air vehicle which is maintained, operated
and used only to transport persons routinely who are conval escent
or otherw se nonanbul atory and do not require the service of an
energency nedical technician while in transit;

(I') "Special use EMS vehicle" nmeans any privately or

publicly owned | and, water or air energency vehicle used to
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support the provision of energency nedical services. These
vehi cl es shall not be used routinely to transport patients;

(m "Trauma care system or "trauma systent neans a
formal | y organi zed arrangenent of health care resources that has
been designhated by the departnment by which ngjor trauma victins
are triaged, transported to and treated at trauma care facilities;

(n) "Trauma care facility"” or "trauma center" neans a
hospital |ocated in the State of Mssissippi or a Level | trauma
care facility or center located in a state contiguous to the State
of M ssissippi that has been designated by the departnent to
performspecified trauna care services within a trauna care system
pursuant to standards adopted by the departnent. Participation in
this designation by each hospital is voluntary;

(o) "Trauma registry"” nmeans a collection of data on
patients who receive hospital care for certain types of injuries.
Such data are primarily designed to ensure quality traunma care and
outcones in individual institutions and trauma systens, but have
t he secondary purpose of providing useful data for the
surveillance of injury norbidity and nortality;

(p) "Energency nedical condition” neans a nedi cal

condition mani fested by acute synptons of sufficient severity,

such as severe pain, psychiatric disturbances or apparent

subst ance abuse, that would cause a prudent | ayperson possessi ng

an average know edge of health and nedicine to reasonably expect

t he absence of i mmedi ate nedical attention to result in:

(i) Placing in serious jeopardy the health of the

i ndividual or, wth respect to a pregnant wonman, the health of the

wonman or her unborn chil d;

(1i) Serious inpairnment to bodily functions; or

(1i1) Serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or

part .

(q) "Energency nedical call” nmeans a situation that is

presunptively classified at the tine of dispatch to have a high
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i ndex of probability that an energency nedi cal condition or other

situation exists that requires nedical intervention as soon as

possi ble to reduce the seriousness of the situation, or when the

exact circunstances are unknown but the nature of the request is

suggestive of a true energency in which a patient nmay be at risk;

(r) "Enmergency response” nmeans respondi ng i mredi ately

at the basic life support or advanced |life support |evel of

service to an energency nedical call;

(s) "Imedi ate response” neans a response in which the

anbul ance supplier begins as quickly as possible to take the steps

necessary to respond to the call;

(t) "Enmergency node" nmeans an anbul ance or special use

energency nedi cal service vehicle operating wwth energency lights

or warning siren or air horn while engaged in an energency nedi cal

call.

SECTION 2. The follow ng shall be codified as Section
41-59-85, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

41-59-85. (1) Every anbul ance and special use EMS vehicle
shall be marked with red |ights front and back and may al so be
marked with white and anber lights in addition to red |ights.

(2) Drivers of anbul ances and special use energency nedical
service vehicles shall operate in the energency node wth warning
lights and siren at all tinmes while engaged in an energency
nmedi cal call if the energency vehicle is being operated in a
manner to take exception to the traffic |aws and regul ati ons as
provided in Section 63-3-205, M ssissippi Code of 1972, so as to
warn drivers of nonenergency vehicles to yield the right-of-way to
the authorized energency vehicle. Anbul ances and special use
energency nedi cal service vehicles may use energency warni ng
lights only, if engaged in an energency nedical call and stopped
or parked or operating the vehicle in accordance with all traffic
| aws and regul ations. No driver of any anbul ance or special use

energency nedi cal service vehicle shall assume any speci al
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privilege fromtraffic |aws and regul ati ons except when the
energency vehicle is operated in the energency node whil e engaged
in an energency nedical call, with warning lights and siren
activat ed.

SECTION 3. Section 63-3-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-3-103 (a) "Vehicle" neans every device in, upon or by
whi ch any person or property is or may be transported or drawn
upon a hi ghway, except devices used exclusively upon stationary
rails or tracks.

(b) "Motor vehicle" nmeans every vehicle which is
sel f-propell ed and every vehicle which is propelled by electric
power obtained fromoverhead trolley wires, but not operated upon
rails. The term"notor vehicle" shall not include electric
personal assistive nobility devices.

(c) "Motorcycle" nmeans every notor vehicle having a saddle
for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not nore than
three (3) wheels in contact with the ground but excluding a
tractor.

(d) "Authorized energency vehicle" nmeans every vehicle of
the fire departnment (fire patrol), every police vehicle, every 911

Energency Communi cations District vehicle, every * * * anbul ance,

every special use EMS vehicle as defined in Section 41-59-3, and

every energency vehicle of nunicipal departnments or public service
corporations as is designated or authorized by the conm ssion or
the chief of police of an incorporated city.

(e) "School bus" neans every notor vehicle operated for the
transportation of children to or fromany school, provided sane is
pl ainly marked "School Bus" on the front and rear thereof and
neets the requirenments of the State Board of Education as
aut hori zed under Section 37-41-1.

(f) "Recreational vehicle" nmeans a vehicular type unit

primarily designed as tenporary living quarters for recreational
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canping or travel use, which either has its own notive power or is
nounted on or drawn by anot her vehicle and includes travel
trailers, fifth wheel trailers, canping trailers, truck canpers
and notor hones.

(g) "Mdtor honme" nmeans a notor vehicle that is designed and
constructed primarily to provide tenporary living quarters for
recreational, canping or travel use.

(h) "Electric assistive nobility device" neans a
sel f - bal anci ng two-tandem wheel ed device, designed to transport
only one (1) person, with an electric propul sion systemthat
limts the maxi mum speed of the device to fifteen (15) mles per
hour .

SECTION 4. Section 63-3-621, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-3-621. (1) The driver of any vehicle other than an

of ficial enmergency vehicle shall not follow any fire apparatus

traveling in response to a fire alarmcl oser than five hundred

(500) feet or drive into or park such vehicle within the bl ock
where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm

(2) The driver of any vehicle other than an official

energency vehicle shall not foll ow any novi ng anbul ance that is

engaged in an energency nedical call closer than five hundred

(500) feet or park within two hundred (200) feet of where the

anbul ance has stopped to pick up or deliver a patient or otherw se

render care at the scene of an anbul ance call.

SECTION 5. Section 63-7-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

63-7-19. (1) Except as otherw se provided for unmarked
vehi cl es under Section 19-25-15 and Section 25-1-87, every police
vehicle shall be marked with blue |lights. Every anbul ance and

speci al use energency nedi cal service vehicle shall be marked with

red lights front and back and may al so be marked with white and

anber lights in addition to red lights. Every energency
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managenent/ci vil defense vehicle, including energency response
vehi cl es of the Departnent of Environnental Quality, shall be
marked with blinking, rotating or oscillating red |ights.

Oficial vehicles of a 911 Energency Communi cations District nmay

be marked with red and white |ights. Every wecker or other

vehi cl e used for energency work, except vehicles authorized to use
blue or red lights, shall be marked with blinking, oscillating or
rotating anber colored lights to warn other vehicles to yield the
right-of-way, as provided in Section 63-3-809. Only police
vehi cl es used for energency work may be marked wi th blinking,
oscillating or rotating blue lights to warn other vehicles to
yield the right-of-way. Only | aw enforcenent vehicles, fire
vehi cl es, private or departnment-owned vehicles used by firenen of
volunteer fire departnents which receive funds pursuant to Section
83-1- 39 when responding to calls, energency managenent/civil

def ense vehicl es, energency response vehicles of the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental CQuality, ambul ances used for energency work and 911

Emer gency Conmuni cations District vehicles may be marked with

bl i nking, oscillating or rotating red lights to warn ot her
vehicles to yield the right-of-way. This section shall not apply
to school buses carrying lighting devices in accordance with
Section 63-7-23.

(2) Any vehicle referred to in subsection (1) of this
section also shall be authorized to use alternating flashing
headl i ght s when responding to any energency.

(3) Any vehicle operated by a United States rural nai
carrier for the purpose of delivering United States nail may be
marked with two (2) anmber colored lights on front top of the
vehicle and two (2) red colored lights on rear top of the vehicle
so as to warn approaching travelers to decrease their speed
because of danger of colliding with the nail carrier as he stops

and starts along the edge of the road, street or highway.
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230 SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from
231 and after July 1, 2004.
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