M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Senator (s) King, Harvey, Albritton, To:  Minicipalities

Jordan, Butler
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SENATE BILL NO 2989
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 55-25-6, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE MUNI CI PALI TI ES TO ENFORCE THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS OF A
RAI LS- TO- TRAI LS RECREATI ONAL DI STRICT OF VHHCH I T IS A MEMBER AND
TO AUTHORI ZE SUCH MUNI Cl PALI TY TO ALLOW I TS LAW ENFORCEMENT
PERSONNEL TO ENFORCE SUCH RULES | N CERTAIN AREAS W THI N THE
DI STRI CT BUT QUTSI DE THE MJNI Cl PALI TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 55-25-6, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

55-25-6. (1) The rules and regul ati ons adopted by the
Rails-to-Trails Recreational District shall be published once a
week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper qualified to
publish legal notices in each county that is a nenber of the
district. Wen rules and regul ati ons have been adopted by the
district in accordance with Section 55-25-5 and have been
publ i shed as required by this section, such rules and regul ati ons
shall have the force and effect of general |aw, and any violation
of such rules and regul ations shall constitute a m sdeneanor
puni shabl e, upon conviction, by a fine of not less than Fifty
Dol | ars ($50.00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00), or
by inprisonnment for not nore than thirty (30) days, or by both
such fine and inprisonnent.

(2) Any recreational facility devel oped and operated
pursuant to this chapter, specifically including Section
55-25-5(f), shall constitute a public highway, and all applicable
rul es and regul ati ons of the M ssissippi Transportation Conmm ssion
and ot her state agencies shall be enforceable on such recreational
facilities. However, no notor vehicle nay be operated or used on

such recreational facility except |aw enforcenent vehicles,
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ener gency vehicles, maintenance vehicles or other vehicles
aut hori zed by the district.

(3) Any municipality, which is a nenber of a Rails-To-Trails

Recreational D strict, shall enforce the rules and regul ati ons of

the district in that part lying within the nunicipality and may

authorize its nunicipal |aw enforcenent personnel to assist the

district in the enforcenent of the district rules and regul ati ons

in any area of the district lying no nore than five (5) mles

outside the corporate limts of the nunicipality.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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