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Senat or (s) Chaney To: Education; Finance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2980

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-140-1 THROUGH 37-140- 15,
M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl SCHOCL
FOR THE ARTS SHALL BE ORGANI ZED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPl AS A NONPROFI T TAX EXEMPT CORPORATI ON, AND THAT THE
OPERATI ON OF THE SCHOOL SHALL BE THE RESPONSI BI LI TY OF A BOARD OF
DI RECTORS APPQO NTED BY THE PUBLI C ADVI SORY PANEL; AND FOR RELATED
PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-140-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-140-1. As used in this chapter, the follow ng words and
phrases shall have the neanings ascribed in this section unless
the context clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Board" means the Board of Directors of the M ssissipp

School for the Arts appointed as provided in Section 37-140-5.

(b) "School" neans the M ssissippi School of the Arts.

SECTION 2. Section 37-140-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-140-3. (1) * * * The M ssissippi School of the Arts,
whi ch shall be a residential school for eleventh and twel fth grade
hi gh school students | ocated on the canpus of Wiitworth College in

Br ookhaven, M ssissippi, shall be incorporated in the State of

M ssi ssi ppi and organi zed under the laws of the State of

M ssi ssippi as a non-profit corporation. The school shall obtain

501(c)(3) status with the Internal Revenue Service. The purpose

of the school shall be to provide a nore chall engi ng educati onal

experience for artistically talented and gifted students of the

state to develop their full potential, including the teaching of
humanities, creative witing, literature, theater, nusic, dance
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and visual arts, and the school's curricul umand adm ssi ons
policies shall reflect that purpose.

(2) The 2001-2002 school year shall be the first year that
t he school shall admt students for enrollnment, which shall be
limted to students in the eleventh grade during the school's
first year. Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, the school
shall enroll students in the eleventh and twel fth grades.

SECTI ON 3. Section 37-140-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-140-5. (1) The school shall be governed by a Board of

Directors elected on an annual basis fromthe nenbership of the

advi sory panel established in subsection (2) of this section. The

board shall develop a plan relating to the opening, operation and
funding of the school * * *. The plan shall include an equitable
and reasonabl e plan for student recruitnment wthout regard to
race, creed or color.

(2) The State Superintendent of Public Education shal
appoi nt an advi sory panel to assist the board in devel oping the
plan relating to the school. The advisory panel shall consist of
the follow ng twelve (12) appointed or designated nenbers:

(a) Three (3) licensed school teachers or
adm nistrators, one (1) to be appointed fromeach of the three (3)
M ssi ssi ppi Suprenme Court Districts;

(b) Three (3) citizens or professionals representing
the areas of dance, creative witing, literature, nusic, theater
arts or visual arts, one (1) to be appointed fromeach of the
three (3) M ssissippi Suprenme Court Districts;

(c) Three (3) citizens know edgeabl e i n business,
personnel managenent or public admnistration, with at |east three
(3) years' actual experience therein, one (1) to be appointed from
each of the three (3) M ssissippi Suprenme Court Districts.

(d) ©One (1) nenber shall be a representative of the

M ssi ssippi Arts Conmm ssion to be designated by the conmm ssion,
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one (1) nenber shall be a representative of the M ssissipp
Humanities Council to be designated by the council, and one (1)
menber shall be a representative of the state institutions of

hi gher learning in M ssissippi which offer degrees in visual, fine
and performng arts, to be designated by the Board of Trustees of
State Institutions of H gher Learning.

Appoi ntnents to the advisory panel shall be nade within
ninety (90) days of April 23, 1999. The advisory panel shall neet
upon the call of the State Superintendent of Public Education and
shal |l organi ze for business by selecting a chairman and vice
chai rman/ secretary for keeping records of the panel. Menbers of
t he advi sory panel shall receive no conpensation but may be
rei mbursed for necessary expenses and m | eage for attending

neet i ngs and necessary business of the panel, fromany funds

avail abl e t her ef ore.

(3) The board * * * may contract or enter into agreenents
W th other agencies or private entities which it deens necessary
to carry out its duties and functions relating to the openi ng and
operation of the school. The board * * * may contract or enter
into agreenents with other agencies or private entities which it
deens necessary to carry out its duties and functions relating to
t he openi ng and operation of the school.

(4) To the extent possible, the board shall enter into
agreenents wth the Board of Trustees of the Brookhaven Mini ci pal
Separate School District for the dual enroll nment of students for
t he purpose of teaching academ c courses to students attendi ng the
school, and the | ocal school board shall be fully authorized to
of fer any such courses to students attending the school. The

Board of Directors may provide * * * for the coordination of such

courses for these students, the preparation and transfer of
transcripts, and the rei nbursenment of any costs incurred by the

school district for providing such services.
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(5) The board may enter into agreenments with public school
districts to authorize students enrolled in such school districts
to participate in the fine arts prograns at the school to the
extent that adequate space is available. The parent or guardi an
of any student participating in fine arts prograns at the school
under this subsection shall be responsible for transporting the
student to and fromthe school

SECTION 4. Section 37-140-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-140-7. * * * The Board of Directors may hire a director

of the school, who shall serve at the will and pleasure of the
board. The director shall be the chief adm nistrative officer of
t he school and shall adm nister the school in accordance with the
policies established by the board. The director shall be
responsi ble for those adm nistrative duties and functions
prescribed by the board, and the board, in its discretion, my
del egate to the director such powers and duties as it deens
appropri ate.

SECTION 5. Section 37-140-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-140-9. The Board of Directors shall be the exclusive

governi ng body of the school and shall promul gate rules and
regul ations required for the admnistration and operation of the
school. The enphasis of the school shall be on the education and
training of students in the performng, visual and literary arts
and in the humanities, but this enphasis shall not preclude the
teaching of those liberal arts and science courses, math and
sci ence deened necessary by the board to provide students with a
wel | -rounded educati on.

SECTION 6. Section 37-140-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-140-11. The Board of Directors shall prepare the annual

budget for the school. For the operation and support of the
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school, the board may receive contributions, donations, gifts,
bequests of noney, other forns of financial assistance and
property, equi pnent, materials or manpower from persons,
foundations, trust funds, corporations, organizations and ot her
sources, public or private, to be expended and utilized by the
board in carrying out this chapter.

SECTION 7. Section 37-140-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-140-13. (Del eted)

SECTI ON 8. Section 37-140-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-140-15. (1) The Board of Directors nay enter into

agreenents with the M ssissippi Synphony Orchestra for providing
cl assical nusic educational services to students in G ades

Ki ndergarten through 12 at the M ssissippi School of the Arts or
at any other public school facility in M ssissippi, subject to
specific appropriation therefor by the Legislature. Such
educational services shall include: (a) nusic history, nusic

i nstrunment and nusic performance instruction in the classroom (b)
synphony concerts for the students, programred to support and
enhance the teaching of history, literature and science; (c)
chanber ensenbl e and chanber orchestra performances where nenbers
serve as educators as well as perforners; (d) organizing and
devel opi ng student perform ng ensenbl es, where nenbers serve as
musi ¢ i nstrunent instructors, conductors and perforners; (e)
synphony concerts for students, parents and other residents to
enhance the position of the school as center of the | ocal
comunity; and (f) other services to be determ ned by agreenent.

(2) The Board of Directors is encouraged to enter into

contractual agreenents with professional arts organi zations,
i ncluding the M ssissippi Miuseum of Art, New Stage Theatre and the
M ssi ssi ppi Synphony Orchestra, for providing instruction,

concerts, exhibits, performances and ot her outreach prograns at
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the M ssissipp

School of the Arts or at any other public school

facility in M ssissippi.

SECTI ON 9.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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ST: M ssissippi School for the Arts; shall be
organi zed as nonprofit tax exenpt corporation.



