M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Senator (s) Dearing, Posey To: Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2965

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE PREPARATI ON OF AN EXECUTI VE BUDGET
TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-103-137, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE
THAT THE JO NT LEG SLATI VE BUDGET COMM TTEE AND THE EXECUTI VE
BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL CONDUCT JO NT BUDGET HEARI NGS; TO AVMVEND
SECTI ON 27-103-139, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE
TI METABLE FOR PREPARATI ON OF THE LEQ SLATI VE BUDGET BEG NNI NG W TH
THE 2005 REGULAR SESSI ON; TO CODI FY SECTI ONS 27-103-161 THROUGH
27-103-187, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE OFFI CE
OF BUDGET AND FUND MANAGEMENT W THI N THE DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE AND
ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE EXECUTI VE BUDGET OFFI CE, TO
PROVI DE FOR BUDGET PREPARATI ON, RECOVMENDATI ONS AND STUDI ES AS TO
STATE AGENCI ES, TO PROVI DE FOR EXECUTI VE BUDGET PARTS, SEPARATI ON
OF I TEMS, LIM TATI ON ON EXPENDI TURES, RECOMMENDATI ONS AS TO
ADDI TI ONAL TAXES OR SOQURCES OF REVENUE, TO PROVI DE THAT BUDGET
HEARI NGS SHALL BE CONDUCTED JO NTLY WTH THE JO NT LEGQ SLATI VE
BUDGET COW TTEE, TO PROVI DE FOR EXECUTI VE BUDGET REQUESTS,
PROCEEDI NGS, FAI LURE OR REFUSAL TO FI LE BUDGET REQUESTS,
VI SI TATI ON OF STATE AGENCI ES, HEARI NGS ON EXECUTI VE BUDGET
REQUI REMENTS, TO PROVI DE FOR REPORTS TO BE FURNI SHED BY REVENUE
PRODUCI NG AGENCI ES, TO PROVI DE FOR SUBM SSI ON OF THE EXECUTI VE
BUDCGET; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 27-103-101 AND 27-103-103, M SSI SS|I PP
CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-103-137, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-103-137. The Legislative Budget O fice shall hold such
heari ngs as may be necessary to determ ne the actual budget

requi renents of the agencies, to be held jointly and in

conjunction with the Executive Budget Ofice as provided in

Section 27-103-187. Such budget hearings shall be coordi nated and

held at the sanme time, to the extent that this is practicable.

The Legislative Budget Ofice shall have nade a sufficient nunber
of copies of its proposed budget in order that the data contained
therein will be available to the nmenbers of the Legislature for
consideration, and to provide a copy for each state agency

i ncluded in the budget proposal, and shall forward a copy to each

menber or mnenber-elect of the Legislature and to each state agency
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on or about Novenber 15 prior to the 2005 Regul ar Sessi on and on

or about Novenber 15 annually thereafter.

SECTION 2. Section 27-103-139, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:
27-103-139. On or before Novenber 15 preceding the 2005

Regul ar Sessi on and each regul ar session of the Legislature

thereafter, except the first regular session of a new term of

office, the Joint Legislative Budget Commttee shall submt to the

nmenbers of the Legislature * * * or the nenbers-elect, as the case
may be, and to the executive head of each state agency a bal anced
budget for the succeeding fiscal year. Beginning with the 2006
fiscal year, the budget submtted shall be prepared in a formt
which will include performance neasurenent data associated with
the various prograns operated by each agency. The total proposed
expenditures in the bal anced budget shall not exceed the anpunt of
estimated revenues that will be available for appropriation or use
during the succeeding fiscal year, including any bal ances that
wll be on hand at the close of the then current fiscal year, as
determ ned by the revenue estimate jointly adopted by the Governor
and the Legislative Budget Commttee. Beginning with the budget
for fiscal year 2006, the total proposed expenditures fromthe
State General Fund in the bal anced budget shall not exceed

ni nety-ei ght percent (98% of the anobunt of general fund revenue
estimate for the succeeding fiscal year, plus any unencunbered

bal ances in general funds that will be avail able and on hand at
the close of the then current fiscal year. However, for fisca
year 2004 only, the total proposed expenditures fromthe State
CGeneral Fund in the bal anced budget shall not exceed one hundred
percent (100% of the anmount of the general fund revenue estinate
for the succeeding fiscal year, plus any unencunbered bal ances in
general funds that will be available and on hand at the cl ose of
the then current fiscal year. The general fund revenue estinmate

shall be the estimate jointly adopted by the Governor and the

S. B. No. 2965 *SS02/R1281*
04/ SS02/ R1281
PAGE 2



71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103

Joint Legislative Budget Commttee. Unencunbered bal ances in
general funds that will be available and on hand at the cl ose of
the fiscal year shall not include projected anmbunts required to be
deposited into the Wirrking Cash-Stabilization Reserve Fund and the
Educati on Enhancenent Fund pursuant to Section 27-103-203.

The revenues used in preparing the bal anced budget shall be
only those revenues that will be avail abl e under the general |aws
of the state as they exist when the bal anced budget is prepared,
and shall not include any proposed revenues that woul d becone
avai l able only after the enactnent of new legislation. |If the

Joint Legislative Budget Committee has any recommendations for

addi tional proposed expenditures or proposed revenues that are not
included in his bal anced budget, it shall submt those
recommendations in a supplenent that is separate from his bal anced

budget, and whenever the Joint Legislative Budget Committee

recommends any such additional proposed expenditures, it also
shal |l recommend proposed revenues that are sufficient to fund the
addi ti onal proposed expenditures, providing specific details
regardi ng the sources and the total anount of those proposed
revenues.

SECTION 3. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-161, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-161. The Ofice of Budget and Fund Managenent wi thin

t he Departnent of Finance and Admi nistration shall be known as the
Executive Budget O fi ce.

SECTION 4. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-163, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-163. It shall be the duty of the Executive Budget

Ofice to prepare the overall bal anced budget of the entire
expenses and incone of the state for each fiscal year, which
budget shall enconpass the operations of all general -fund agencies

and all special-fund agencies and the M ssissi ppi Departnent of
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Transportation. Said overall budget shall be conpleted prior to
Decenber 15 before the convening of the Legislature at the regul ar
session, except the first regular session of a Governor's new term
of office. At the first regular session after his election for
Governor, the Governor shall submt any budget recommendati ons
plus the required revenue source reconmendations no |ater than
January 31 of such year.

SECTION 5. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-165, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-165. It shall be the further duty of the Executive

Budget O fice to make continuous and careful study of all state
agencies, and it may nmake recommendations to the state Legislature
for abolition or consolidation or creation of state agencies.
SECTION 6. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-167, M ssissippi Code of 1972:
27-103-167. It shall be the duty of the Director of the

Executive Budget Ofice to famliarize hinself with the
operations, needs, requirenents and antici pated expenses and
incone of all state agencies and, for such purpose, he shall have
the authority to require any state agency to furnish himwth any
and all necessary information.

SECTION 7. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-169, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-169. The overall budget so prepared shall be in three

(3) parts as specified in Sections 27-103-151 through 27-103- 155
and 27-104-1 through 27-104-27 and shall contain a general summary
of the three (3) parts.

SECTION 8. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-171, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-171. Part 1 of the overall budget shall include

therein the requested budget and the recommended budget for each
general -fund agency, in addition to such other information as may
be prescribed by the Executive Budget O fice, the follow ng:
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(a) The anount appropriated fromthe General Fund for
the current fiscal year, all special funds receipts already
collected and available in the current fiscal year, and an
estimate of all special funds which will be collected, or
otherwise will becone available, by the end of the then current
fiscal year.

(b) The estinmated anmount of all expenditures to be nade
or obligations to be incurred payable from general or special
funds during the then current fiscal year;

(c) The estinmated aggregate anmount of funds which wll
be needed by the agency for the succeeding fiscal year; beginning
with the 2006 fiscal year and in the event that any services
proposed to be provided by the agency in the succeeding fiscal
year are Medicaid rei nbursable, any state general natching funds
necessary for such rei nbursenents shall be included in the
agency's proposed budget, and the appropriation to the D vision of
Medicaid in the 2006 fiscal year shall be adjusted accordingly;

(d) The estinated aggregate anmount of special funds, if
any, which will be avail able during the succeeding fiscal year,

i ncl udi ng any bal ances which will be on hand at the close of the
then current fiscal year;

(e) The estimated anmount which will be needed and which
will require change in existing | aw or | aws;

(f) If any newitemof expense is included in the
proposed budget of any general -fund agency, the reason therefor
shall be given; and in any case where the Executive Budget Ofice
shall elimnate or reduce any itemor any itens in the budget
request of any general -fund agency, it shall note briefly the
reasons therefor, together with the reasons advanced by the agency
in support of the itemor itens elimnated or reduced.

SECTION 9. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-173, M ssissippi Code of 1972:
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27-103-173. The proposed budget of each state agency shal

show t he anobunts required for operating expenses separately from
the anounts required for permanent inprovenents. The overal
budget shall show, separately by each source, the estimated anpunt
of general -fund revenues and of special -fund revenues of
general -fund agencies. The total proposed expenditures in Part 1
of the overall budget shall not exceed the anmount of estinated
revenues which will be available in the general and special funds
for appropriation or use during the succeeding fiscal year,
i ncl udi ng any bal ances which will be on hand in the general and
special funds at the close of the then current fiscal year.
Beginning wth the budget for fiscal year 2006, the total proposed
expenditures fromthe State General Fund in Part 1 of the overal
budget shall not exceed ninety-eight percent (98% of the anount
of the general-fund revenue estimate for the succeeding fiscal
year, plus any unencunbered bal ances in general funds that wll be
avai l abl e and on hand at the close of the then current fiscal
year. The general -fund revenue estimte shall be the estimate
jointly adopted by the Governor and the Joint Legislative Budget
Comm ttee. Unencunbered bal ances in general funds that will be
avai l abl e and on hand at the close of the current fiscal year
shall not include projected anbunts required to be deposited into
t he Worki ng Cash-Stabilization Reserve Fund pursuant to Section
27-103-203. The Executive Budget O fice may reconmend additi onal
taxes or sources of revenue if, in its judgnent, such additional
funds are necessary to adequately support the functions of the
state governnent.

SECTI ON 10. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-175, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-175. To the end that the overall budget shall present

in conparable terns a conplete summary of all financial operations
of all state agencies, Part 2 of the overall budget shall include
therein the requested budget and the recommended budget for each
S. B. No. 2965 *SS02/R1281*
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speci al -fund agency. The overall budget shall show for each
speci al -fund agency, in addition to such other information as may
be prescribed by the Executive Budget Ofice, the follow ng:

(a) The anobunt by source of all special-fund receipts
collected or otherwi se available in the current fiscal year, and
an estimate by source of all special funds which will be collected
or becone avail able by the end of the then current fiscal year;

(b) The estinmated anmount of all expenditures to be nade
or obligations to be incurred payable from such special funds
during the then current fiscal year;

(c) The estinmated aggregate anount of special funds
which will be needed by the agency for the succeeding fiscal year;
begi nning with the 2006 fiscal year and in the event that any
services proposed to be provided by the agency in the succeedi ng
fiscal year are Medicaid reinbursable, any state general matching
funds necessary for such reinbursenent shall be included in the
agency's proposed budget, and the appropriation to the D vision of
Medicaid in the 2006 fiscal year shall be adjusted accordingly;

(d) The estinmated anmount by source of special funds
which will be avail abl e under existing | aws during the succeedi ng
fiscal year, including any bal ances which will be on hand at the
cl ose of the then current fiscal year;

(e) The estimated anmount which will be needed and which
will require change in existing | aw or | aws;

(f) If any newitem of expense is included in the
proposed budget of any special -fund agency, the reason therefor
shall be given; and in any case where the Executive Budget Ofice
shall elimnate or reduce any itemor itens in the proposed budget
of any special-fund agency, it shall note briefly the reasons
therefor, together with the reasons advanced by the agency in
support of the itemor itens elimnated or reduced;

(g) The proposed budget of each special -fund agency

shall show the anmpbunts required for operating expenses separately
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fromthe anmounts required for permanent inprovenents. Proposed
expenditures for any agency in Part 2 of the overall budget shal
not exceed the amount of estimted revenues which wll be
available to it. Provided, that the Executive Budget Ofice may
reconmend changes in existing law so as to decrease or increase
the revenues avail able to any agency if, in its judgnent, such
changes are necessary or desirable. Provided further, that

expendi tures approved or authorized by the Legislature for any
speci al -fund agency or special funds approved for general -fund
agency shall constitute a maxi numto be expended or encunbered by
such agency, and shall not constitute authority to expend or
encunber nore than the anount of revenue actually collected or

ot herwi se received. No special-fund agency or general -fund agency
shal | make expenditures from special funds avail able to such
agency unl ess such expenditures are set forth in a budget approved
by the Legislature. Such |egislative approval shall be set forth
in an appropriation act. Provided, however, that special funds
derived fromthe collection of taxes for any political subdivision
of the state shall be excepted fromthe foregoing provisions. The
executive head of the state agency shall be liable on his official
bond for expenditures or encunbrances which exceed the total nopunt
of the budget or the anmount received if receipts are |l ess than the
approved budget. Provided, however, that each university and
col l ege shall submt through the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning an annual budget to the Executive
Budget O fice prior to the beginning of each fiscal year with such
information and in such form and in such detail, as may be

requi red by the Executive Budget Ofice. |If the Executive Budget
Ofice determnes that sufficient funds will be available during
the fiscal year to fund the proposed budget as submtted, then and
in that event the proposed budget shall be approved. However, if
t he Executive Budget O fice determnes that, in its judgnent,

sufficient funds wll not be available to fund the proposed
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268 budget, the affected institution or institutions and the Board of
269 Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning shall be

270 pronptly notified and given an opportunity to either justify the
271 proposed budget or proposed anmendnents which can be nmutual ly

272 agreed upon. The Executive Budget O fice shall then approve the
273 proposed budget or budgets of the several universities and

274 colleges. The total anmpount approved for each institution shal
275 constitute the maxi mum funds which may be expended during the

276 fiscal year. The nunicipal, county or conbined nunicipal and

277 county port and harbor comm ssions, authorities or other port or
278 harbor agencies not owned or operated by the state, shall submt
279 annual or anmended budgets of their estimated receipts and

280 expenditures to the governing bodies of such nmunicipality, county
281 or nunicipality and county, for their approval, and a copy of such
282 budget as approved by such governi ng body or bodies shall be filed
283 wth the Executive Budget Ofice. Such budget shall item ze all
284 estimated receipts and expenditures, and the Executive Budget

285 O fice may require particularization, explanation or audit

286 thereof, and shall report such information to the Legislature. To
287 the end that the overall budget shall present in conparable terns
288 a conplete summary of all financial operations of all state

289 agencies, Part 3 of such overall budget shall consist of an

290 estimated prelimnary annual budget of the Departnent of

291 Transportation and the Division of State-A d Road Construction of
292 the Departnment of Transportation and such information for the

293 current fiscal year as is necessary to nake presentation

294 conparable to that specified for Part 2 special -fund agenci es.
295 The annual budget request of the Departnent of Transportation

296 shall be divided into the follow ng program budgets: (i)

297 admnistration and ot her expenses, (ii) construction, (iii)

298 nmaintenance, and (iv) debt service. In making its annual

299 appropriation to the Departnent of Transportation fromthe State

300 H ghway Fund, the Legislature shall separate the appropriation
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bill into the four (4) program budget areas herein specified. For
t he purposes of this paragraph, "adm nistration and ot her
expenses" shall be construed to nean those expenses incurred due
to departnental support activities which cannot be assigned to a
specific construction or maintenance project, and shall be
construed to include expenses incurred for office nmachines,
furniture, fixtures, autonobiles, station wagons, trucks and ot her
vehi cl es, road machi nery, farm equi pnment and ot her worKki ng
equi pnent, data processing and conputer equipnment, all other
equi pnent and repl acenents for equipnent. "Construction" shall be
construed to nean those expenses associated with the creation and
devel opment of the state highway systemand its rel ated
facilities; "maintenance" shall be construed to nean those
expenses incurred due to activities associated with preservation
of safe and aesthetically acceptable highways in an attenpt to
maintain themin as close to the original condition as possible;
and "debt service" shall be construed to nean anounts needed to
pay bonds and interest com ng due, bank service charges and bond
debt service.

SECTION 11. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-179, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-179. To enable the Executive Budget O fice to prepare

such budget, it shall have full and plenary power and authority to
require all general -fund and speci al -fund agenci es and the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation and the Division of
State- Al d Road Construction of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Transportation to file a budget request with such information and
in such formand in such detail as it may deem necessary and

advi sable, and it shall have the further power and authority to
reduce or elimnate any itemor itens of requested appropriation
by any state agency in the Executive Budget Ofice' s recommended
budget to the Legislature. However, where any item of requested

appropriation shall be so reduced or elimnated, the head of the
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agency invol ved shall have the right to appear before the
appropriate legislative commnttee to urge a revision of the budget
to restore the itemreduced or elimnated. Beginning with the
2006 fiscal year, the budget requests shall include a definition
of the m ssion of the agency, a description of the duties and
responsibilities of the agency, financial data relative to the
various prograns operated by the agency and perfornance neasures
associ ated with each program of the agency. The perfornance
measures to be contained within the agency budget request shall be
devel oped by cooperative efforts of the Executive Budget Ofice,
the Legislative Budget O fice and the agency itself and shall be
approved jointly by the Executive Budget O fice prior to inclusion
wi thin the agency budget request. Beginning with the 2006 fi scal
year, the budget requests shall also include in an addendum f or mat
a five-year strategic plan for the agency which shall include, but
not be limted to, the followng itens of information:

(a) A conprehensive m ssion statenent;

(b) Performance effectiveness objectives for each
program of the agency for each of the five (5) years covered by
t he pl an;

(c) A description of significant external factors which
may affect the projected |evels of performance;

(d) A description of the agency's internal mnagenent
systemutilized to evaluate its performance achi evenents in
relationship to the targeted performance |evels;

(e) An evaluation by the agency of the agency's
performance achi evenents in relationship to the targeted
performance levels for the two (2) preceding fiscal years for
whi ch accounting records have been finalized.

SECTION 12. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-181, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-181. If any officer or enployee of any state agency

whose duty it is to do so shall refuse or fail to file a budget
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request with such information and in such formand in such detai
and within such tine as the Executive Budget Ofice may require in
the exercise of its authority, the director shall prepare and
file, or cause to be prepared and filed, a budget request for such
agency, and the expense thereof shall be personally borne by said
of ficer or enployee, and he or she shall be responsible on his or
her official bond for the paynent of the expense; provided that a
negligently prepared budget shall be considered as a refusal or
failure under the provisions of this section. The records of the
Executive Budget O fice and the overall budget submtted by it to
the Legislature shall clearly identify and set forth all the facts
relative to any agency budget request prepared by the director
under the authority of this section.

SECTION 13. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-183, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-183. The Director of the Executive Budget Ofice, in

person or by assistant, may visit such state agencies as he deens
necessary to obtain information as to the needs or requirenents
t hereof and may hol d hearings at such place or places as may be
desi gnated for such purpose.

SECTION 14. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-185, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-185. (1) At such regular or special tinmes and on

such forns as the Executive Budget Ofice may require, every tax
or fee-collecting or other revenue-produci ng agency shall furnish
t he Executive Budget O fice with conplete and detailed information
as to the anmount of revenue collected or otherw se received by it
during the then current fiscal year, together with an estinate of
the revenue that is anticipated for such succeeding periods as the
Executive Budget O fice may require.

(2) At such regular or special tines and on such forns as
the State Fiscal Oficer may require, every tax or fee-collecting

or ot her revenue-produci ng agency shall furnish the State Fiscal
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Oficer with conplete and detailed information as to the anount of
revenue collected or otherw se received by it during the then
current fiscal year, together with an estimate of the revenue that
is anticipated for such succeedi ng periods as the board may
require. The information required to be furnished under this
section shall include all revenues fromevery fee, penalty, tax,
assessnent or other charge |evied, whether authorized by |aw or
not, and shall further include an item zed statenent by the agency
of the costs of services for which fees are charged, conparing the
costs with revenues generated by the fees, and copies of said
information shall be furnished to the Legislative Budget Ofice.

(3) The State Fiscal Oficer shall review the infornmation so
furnished and report to the Legislature any fees which do not
appear to be reasonably cal culated to recover the costs of
services for which such fees are charged, and any fees which are
coll ected without legal authority.

SECTI ON 15. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 27-103-187, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-103-187. The Executive Budget O fice shall hold such

hearings as may be necessary to determ ne the actual budget
requi renments of the agencies jointly and in conjunction with the
Joint Legislative Budget Commttee. Such budget hearings shall be
coordi nated and held at the same tinme, to the extent that this is
practicable. The Executive Budget Ofice shall have made a
sufficient nunber of copies of its proposed budget in order that
the data contained therein will be available to the nenbers of the
Legi sl ature for consideration, and to provide a copy for each
state agency included in the budget proposal, and shall forward a
copy to each nenber or nenber-elect of the Legislature and to each
state agency on or about Decenber 15 of each year.

SECTI ON 16. Section 27-103-101, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-103-101. (1) There is created the Joint Legislative
Budget Comm ttee and the Legislative Budget O fice which shall be
governed by such commttee. The joint commttee shall be conposed
of the follow ng nenbers: The Chairman of the Senate Fi nance
Comm ttee, the President Pro Tenpore of the M ssissippi State
Senate, the Lieutenant Governor of the State of M ssissippi, the
Chai rman of the Senate Appropriations Conmttee and three (3)
nmenbers of the Senate to be naned by the Lieutenant Governor; the
Chai rman of the Ways and Means Committee of the House of
Representatives, the Chairman of the Appropriations Conmittee of
t he House of Representatives, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and four (4) nenbers of the House of
Representatives to be naned by the Speaker of the House. 1In the
event any ex officio nenber of the joint commttee holds tw (2)
positions entitling himto nenbership on the conmttee, the
Li eut enant Governor or the Speaker of the House, as the case may
be, shall appoint another nenber of the respective house to
menbership on the conmmttee. The chairmanship shall alternate for
twel ve-nont h peri ods between the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Lieutenant Governor, with the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives serving as the first chairman. In
t he absence of the Chairman of the Senate Finance Conmttee,
Senate Appropriations Commttee, House Appropriations Commttee
and Ways and Means Conmittee, the vice chairman of any such
commttee shall be entitled to attend; if the vice chairman is
unable to attend or if an appointed nenber is unable to attend,
anot her | egislator nay be designated to attend by the Lieutenant
Governor or the Speaker of the House, as the case may be. |If the
Li eut enant Governor or Speaker of the House is unable to attend a
neeting, he nay designate a legislator to substitute for him at
that neeting. |If the President Pro Tenpore of the State Senate is
unable to attend a neeting, the Lieutenant Governor shal

designate a nenber of the Senate to substitute for himat that
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nmeeting. Any proxy shall have a vote at the neeting he was
selected to attend and al so shall, when attending, receive
conpensati on and expenses in the sane manner and anount as regul ar
nmenbers of the joint commttee.

There shall be no business transacted, including adoption of
rul es of procedure, without the presence of a quorum of the joint
commttee. A quorumshall be eight (8) nenbers, to consist of
four (4) nmenbers fromthe Senate and four (4) nmenbers fromthe
House of Representatives. No action shall be valid unless
approved by the majority of those nmenbers present and voting,
entered upon the mnutes of the joint commttee and signed by the
chai rman and vice chairman. All actions of the joint commttee
shal |l be approved by at |east four (4) Senate nenbers and four (4)
House nenbers.

As used in Sections 27-103-101 through 27-103-187, the term

"comm ttee" shall mean the Joint Legislative Budget Commttee.

(2) The nmenbers of the commttee shall receive, in addition
to other conpensation due them per diemas is authorized by |aw
for their services in carrying out the duties of the commttee
and, in addition thereto, shall receive a daily expense all owance
equal to the maxi num daily expense rate all owable to enpl oyees of
the federal governnment for travel in the high rate geographica
area of Jackson, M ssissippi, as may be established by federal
regul ations, including ml|eage as authorized by Section 25-3-41,
the sane to be paid fromthe operating budget of the Legislative
Budget Ofice. However, in no case shall the nenbers of the
commttee draw per diemwhile the Legislature is in regular or
speci al session.

(3) The commttee nay neet at | east once each nonth; and the
chairman or director may call additional neetings at such tines as
t hey deem necessary or advi sabl e.

(4) The Legislative Budget Ofice shall, upon the request of

a nenber or menber-el ect of the Senate or House of
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Represent ati ves, nmake avail able one (1) copy of data, reports,
fiscal information or related information submtted to the budget
office by any general or special fund agency, whether submtted in
support of its budget request or pursuant to any requirenent of

| aw or rule of the budget commttee or office.

(5) Al expenses incurred by and on behalf of the commttee
shall be paid fromfunds appropriated therefor, or froma sumto
be provided in equal portion fromthe contingency funds of the
Senat e and House of Representatives or fromtransfers of funds as
provided in Section 7-13-7.

SECTION 17. Section 27-103-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-103-103. (1) For the purposes of Sections 27-103-101
t hrough 27-103-187 and 27-104-1 t hrough 27-104-27, the term"state

general -fund agency" or "general -fund agency" shall nean any
agency, departnent, institution, board or comm ssion of the State
of M ssissippi which is supported in whole or in part by
appropriations fromthe General Fund; but such termshall not
i nclude the Legislature.

(2) For the purposes of Sections 27-103-101 through
27-103- 187 and 27-104-1 through 27-104-27, the term"state
speci al -fund agency" or "special -fund agency"” shall nean any
agency, departnent, institution, board or comm ssion of the State
of M ssissippi which receives no appropriation fromthe General
Fund, but which is supported entirely from special -fund sources,
by appropriation, or otherw se, but such termshall not include
the State H ghway Departnent; nor shall such terminclude the
M ssi ssippi Industries for the Blind.

(3) For the purposes of Sections 27-103-101 through
27-103-187 and 27-104-1 through 27-104-27, the term "state agency"
shal | nean any general -fund agency or special -fund agency as

defined in this section, or the State H ghway Departnent, or the
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Division of State Aid Road Construction of the State H ghway
Departnent as is evident fromthe context wherein it is used.

(4) For the purposes of Sections 27-103-101 through
27-103-187 and 27-104-1 through 27-104-27, the term "speci al
funds" shall nmean all revenues and/or incone other than
appropriations fromthe State General Fund which are received,
col l ected by, or available for the support of or expenditure by
any state general -fund agency or special -fund agency or the State
Hi ghway Departnment or the Division of State Aid Road Construction
of the State H ghway Departnent, whether such funds be derived
fromtaxes or fees collected by or for such general -fund agency or
speci al -fund agency or the State H ghway Departnent or the
Division of State Aid Road Construction of the State H ghway
Departnent, as the case nay be, or fromany other types of revenue
from any ot her source.

(5) For the purposes of Sections 27-103-101 through
27-103-187 and 27-104-1 through 27-104-27, the term "speci al
funds" shall include revolving funds and all funds received from
the United States Governnent by any state general -fund agency or
speci al -fund agency, but shall not include any revolving fund
established prior to July 1, 1984, for the purpose of paying or
retiring any indebtedness as is authorized by statute.

SECTION 18. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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