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Senat or (s) Brown To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2962

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT A HEALTH CARE PROVI DER, HOSPI TAL OR
AMBULANCE SERVI CE THAT FURNI SHES SERVI CES OR SUPPLI ES TO ANY
| NJURED PERSON SHALL HAVE A PRI VI LEGE FOR THE REASONABLE CHARGES
OF SUCH SERVI CES ON THE NET PROCEEDS RECOVERED BY THE | NJURED
PERSON, TO REQUI RE WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO THE | NJURED PERSON, THE THI RD
PARTY AND CERTAI N OTHER PERSONS BEFORE THE PRI VI LEGE BECOVES
EFFECTI VE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) As used in this act:

(a) "Anbul ance service" neans any person who, through
the use of one or nore anbul ances and certified enmergency nedi cal
techni ci ans, provides transportation of sick or injured persons as
a part of a regular course of conduct or business.

(b) "Health care provider"” neans a person, partnership,
corporation, facility or institution licensed by this state to
provi de health care or professional services as a physician,
dentist, chiropractor, podiatrist, optonetrist, pharmacist,

di etician, physical therapist, occupational therapist or
psychol ogi st.

(c) "Hospital" neans an institution licensed as such by
the State of M ssi ssippi.

(d) "Person" neans any individual, partnership,
associ ation, corporation, governnent, political subdivision or
gover nnent al agency.

(2) A health care provider, hospital or anbul ance service
that furnishes services or supplies to any injured person shal
have a privilege for the reasonabl e charges or fees of such health
care provider, hospital or anbul ance service on the net anount

payable to the injured person, his heirs or legal representatives,
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out of the total anount of any recovery or sum had, collected, or
to be collected, whether by judgnent or by settlenent or
conprom se, from anot her person on account of such injuries, and
on the net anount payabl e by any insurance conpany under any
contract providing for indemity or conpensation to the injured
person. The privilege of an attorney shall have precedence over
the privilege created under this section.

(3) The privilege created herein shall becone effective if,
prior to the paynent of insurance proceeds or to the paynent of
any judgnent, settlenment or conprom se on account of injuries, a
witten notice containing the name and address of the injured
person and the nanme and | ocation of the interested health care
provi der, hospital or anbul ance service is nailed by the
interested health care provider, hospital or anbul ance services,
or the attorney or agent for the interested health care provider,
hospi tal or anbul ance service, certified nmail, return receipt
requested, to the injured person, to his attorney, to the person
alleged to be liable to the injured person on account of the
injuries sustained, to any insurance carrier which has insured
such person against liability and to any insurance conpany
obligated by contract to pay indemity or conpensation to the
injured person. This privilege shall be effective against al
persons given notice according to the provisions hereof and shal
not be defeated nor rendered ineffective as agai nst any person
t hat has been gi ven such notice because of failure to give such
notice to all those persons naned herein.

(4) Any person who, having received notice in accordance
with the provisions hereof, pays over any nonies subject to the
privilege created herein, to any injured person, or to the
attorney, heirs or |legal representatives of any injured person,
shall be liable to the |icensed health care provider, hospital or
anbul ance service having such privilege for the anmount thereof,

not to exceed the net anount paid.
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(5 (a) Upon receipt of a witten request, nmailed by
certified mail, return recei pt requested, fromany person who has
been given notice, the licensed health care provider, hospital or
anbul ance service having the privilege shall, wthin thirty (30)
days after receipt of such request, furnish an item zed statenent
of all charges having reference to the injured person.

(b) If such licensed health care provider, hospital or
anbul ance service fails to conply with the provisions of this
section, the privilege created shall be dissolved and ineffective.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.

S. B. No. 2962 *SS02/R1135*
04/ SS02/ R1135 ST: Health care providers; provide privilege on
PAGE 3 proceeds recovered by injured person.



