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Senat or (s) Ross To: Judiciary, Division A
Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2948

AN ACT TO CREATE A SPECI AL FUND TO BE DESI GNATED AS THE
LENGTHY TRI AL FUND; TO PROVI DE THAT MONEY REMAI NI NG | N THE FUND AT
THE END OF A FI SCAL YEAR SHALL NOT LAPSE | NTO THE STATE GENERAL
FUND; TO PROVI DE THAT RULES SHALL BE PROMULGATED TO ADM NI STER THE
FUND; TO REQUI RE ADDI TI ONAL COURT COST ON Cl VIL CASES | N ORDER TO
FUND THE PROGRAM TO PROVI DE THAT MONIES I N THE FUND SHALL BE USED
TO PROVI DE SALARY SUPPLEMENTATI ON TO JURCRS SERVI NG ON Cl VI L CASES
IN VH CH THE TRI AL EXTENDS BEYOND 10 DAYS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created in the State

Treasury a special fund designated as the Lengthy Trial Fund. The
funds shall be adm nistered by the Suprenme Court through the

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. The Admi nistrative Ofice of
Courts nmay al so accept nonies fromany public or private source
for deposit into the fund. Mney remaining in the fund at the end
of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the State General Fund, and
any interest earned fromthe investnment of nonies in the fund
shal |l be deposited to the credit of the funds.

(2) The Suprene Court shall promulgate rules to adm nister
the Lengthy Trial Fund; nonies in the fund shall be used to
provide full or partial wage replacenent or wage suppl enmentation
to jurors who serve as petit jurors in civil cases for nore than
ten (10) days. The court rules shall provide for the follow ng:

(i) The selection and appoi ntnment of an
adm ni strator for the fund.

(ii) Procedures for the adm nistration of the
fund, including paynents of salaries of the adm nistrator and

ot her necessary personnel.
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(tii1) Procedures for the accounting, auditing and
i nvestment of noney in the Lengthy Trial Fund.

(tv) Areport by the Admnistrative Ofice of
Courts on the adm nistration of the Lengthy Trial Fund in its
annual report on the judicial branch, setting forth the noney
collected for and di sbursed fromthe fund.

(3) In addition to any other fees required under state |aw,
each circuit clerk shall collect as additional cost on each civi
case filed at the tine of filing, unless otherw se exenpted under
applicable state law, an additional fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00)
per case to be paid into the Lengthy Trial Fund. Al such fees
shall be forwarded to the Adm nistrator of the Lengthy Trial Fund
for deposit.

(4) The adm nistrator shall use the fees deposited in the
Lengthy Trial Fund to pay full or partial wage replacenent or
suppl enentation to jurors whose enpl oyers pay |ess than ful
regul ar wages when the period of jury service lasts nore than ten
(10) days as provided by state | aw.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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