M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Posey 'Fl;o: y Wldlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

SENATE BI LL NO. 2897

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-41, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVIDE THAT THE FOUR- PO NT RESTRI CTlI ON ON LEGAL BUCKS SHALL NOT

3 APPLY DURI NG SPECI AL YOUTH HUNTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. Section 49-7-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

6 anended as follows:

7 49-7-41. (1) The conmi ssion nay set the bag limts for gane
8 animals, birds and fish, unless the bag Iimts are established by
9 the Legislature by statute.

10 (2) (a) The bag limt on antlered deer is one (1) per day,
11 not to exceed three (3) per license year. An antlered deer nust
12 have antlers of four (4) points or greater to be taken except as
13 provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection.

14 (b) An antlered deer with | ess than four (4) points may
15 be taken by permt if it is necessary to manage deer on | ands

16 under the deer managenent assistance programor wildlife

17 managenent areas. A witten managenent justification issued by

18 the Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks nmust acconpany any
19 request for such a permt. Any antlered deer with | ess than four
20 (4) points harvested under this permt nust be identified with a
21 tag imedi ately upon possession. Antlered deer taken by permt

22 shall be subject to the daily bag Iimt but shall not be subject
23 to the annual bag limt on antlered deer. The departnent shal

24 include a report on permts issued, to whomissued and deer

25 harvested in the departnment's annual deer programreport.

26 (c) An antlered deer with | ess than four (4) points nmay
27 be taken during special youth hunts established by the conmm ssion.
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(3) (a) The bag limt on antlerless deer is one (1) per

day, not to exceed three (3) per license year; except that two (2)

additional antlerless deer per license year may be taken with a
bow and arrow. Antlerless deer may be taken only in the areas
prescribed by order of the commssion. It is illegal to take a
spotted fawn in any season.

(b) It is unlawful for a nonresident to kill an
antlerless deer except: (i) a nonresident may take antlerless
deer on lands that the title is vested in the nonresident or on
| ands that the nonresident has | eased the hunting and fishing
rights; or (ii) a nonresident who has a native son or daughter
nonresident |ifetine sportsnman |license or a resident lifetine
sportsman |icense may take antlerless deer on private |ands,
wi |l dlife managenent areas or national wldlife refuges.

(4) The bag limt on antlerless deer set by this section

shall not apply to private | ands under the deer managenent

assi stance programor the fee-based antlerl ess program as approved

by the departnent.

(5) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2005.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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