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SENATE BI LL NO. 2869

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-3-37, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE OFFENSES OF ASSAULT AND HOM CI DE SO AS TO | NCLUDE AN
UNBORN CHI LD AT EVERY STATE OF GESTATI ON FROM CONCEPTI ON UNTI L
LI VE BIRTH WTH N THE DEFI NI TI ON OF "HUMAN BEI NG'; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 97-3-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

97-3-37. (1) For purposes of the offenses enunerated in

this subsection (1), the term "human bei ng" includes an unborn

child at every stage of gestation fromconception until live

birth:

(a) Section 97-3-7, sinple and aggravated assault and

donesti c viol ence;

(b) Section 97-3-15, justifiable hom cide;

(c) Section 97-3-17, excusabl e hom ci de;

(d) Section 97-3-19, capital nurder;

(e) Section 97-3-27, homcide while conmmtting a

f el ony;

(f) Section 97-3-29, homcide while conmmtting a

m sdenmeanor

(g) Section 97-3-33, killing a trespasser

unnecessarily;

(h) Section 97-3-35, killing without malice in the heat

of passi on;

(i) Section 97-3-45, hom cide by neans of a dangerous

ani nal ;

(j) Section 97-3-47, all other hom cides;
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(k) Section 97-3-61, poisoning with intent to kill or

i njure.
(2) A person who intentionally injures a pregnant wonman is
guilty of a crinme as foll ows:

(a) If the conduct results in a mscarriage or
stillbirth by that individual, a felony punishable by inprisonnent
for not nore than twenty (20) years or a fine of not nore than
Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($7,500.00), or both.

(b) If the conduct results in great bodily harmto the
enbryo or fetus, a felony punishable by inprisonnment for not nore
than twenty (20) years or a fine of not nore than Five Thousand
Dol I ars ($5,000.00), or both.

(c) If the conduct results in serious or aggravated
physical injury to the enbryo or fetus, a m sdeneanor punishable
by inprisonment for not nore than one (1) year or a fine of not
nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00), or both.

(d) If the conduct results in physical injury to the
enbryo or fetus, a m sdeneanor punishable by inprisonnent for not
nore than ninety (90) days or a fine of not nore than Five Hundred
Dol I ars ($500.00), or both.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any
| egal medical procedure performed by a |icensed physician or other

Ii censed nedi cal professional, including |egal abortions, when

done at the request of a nother of an unborn child or the nother's

| egal guardian, or to the |awful dispensing or adm nistration of

lawfully prescribed nedication.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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