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SENATE BI LL NO. 2867

AN ACT TO CREATE NEW SECTI ON 41-29-30, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PP COWM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE,
FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO | MPLEMENT A RETI REMENT | NCENTI VE PROGRAM
FOR CONSERVATI ON OFFI CERS ASSI GNED TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT
Dl VI SI ON;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 41-29-30, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

41-29-30. (1) The Legislature finds and declares that a
conpelling state interest exists in providing a retirenent
i ncentive program or encouraging the retirenment of conservation
of ficers assigned to the Law Enforcenent Division who are current
and active contributing nmenbers of the Public Enpl oyees
Retirement System

(2) As used in this section "progranmt means the retirenent
i ncentive program established under this section.

(3) (a) The departnent is authorized to pay, in fisca
years sel ected by the comm ssion, a nonetary incentive to
conservation officers assigned to the Law Enforcenent Division who
are eligible for retirenent in exchange for a voluntary agreenent
of such conservation officer

(i) To retire on a specific date as set forth in
subsection (6) of this section, and

(ii) To waive any and all clains, known or
unknown, arising out of or related to enploynment or cessation of

enpl oyment with the Departnment of Wldlife, Fisheries and ParKks.
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(b) The granting of additional conpensation shall be
made in exchange for additional consideration given by the
enpl oyee.

(c) The retirenment incentive authorized by this section
is a voluntary plan for conservation officers assigned to the Law
Enf orcenent Division offering an incentive for retirenent. The
pl an shall be available to all conservation officers assigned to
the Law Enforcenent Division who neet the eligibility criteria set
forth in subsection (4) of this section.

(4) (a) To be eligible to participate in the program
conservation officers assigned to the Law Enforcenent Division
must, as of the effective date of their retirenent, be eligible to
retire under the |aws governing the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent
System by virtue of:

(1) Having twenty-five (25) years of creditable
service, or

(1i1) Being age sixty (60) and having at |east four
(4) years of creditable service.

(b) The departnent shall, in all cases, utilize the
records of the Public Enployees' Retirenent System as the source
for determning eligibility.

(c) The programis offered as an alternative to any
other retirenent incentive plan that nay be offered by the state
or the Public Enployees' Retirenment Systemin the future.

(5) In accordance with applicable |aw, the departnment shal
provide a cash benefit to each participant in the program based
upon a percentage of the participant's current salary that is
subject to federal incone tax, state incone tax and Federal
| nsurance Contributions Act wi thholding. The participant shall be
conpensated for unused annual |eave as otherw se provided by |aw.
The cash benefit paid under this section shall not be subject to
enpl oyer or enpl oyee contributions under the | aws governing the

Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System
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(6) Eligible conservation officers shall make their el ection
to participate in the programin the manner and at the tine
prescribed by the comm ssion. The date of retirenent for al
conservation officers participating in this programshall be June
30 of any fiscal year in which the programis offered.
Conservation officers electing to participate in the program shal
agree to wai ve any cl ains, known or unknown, arising out of or
related to enpl oynent or cessation of enploynent at the
departnment. A conservation officer may revoke the election to
participate in the programwthin seven (7) days after the
execution of the election.

(7) The additional conpensation authorized under the program
is made in exchange for additional consideration given by the
conservation officer.

(8) The comm ssion shall prescribe such rules and
regul ations as it shall consider necessary to carry out the
pur poses of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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