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Senat or (s) Chanberlin, Al britton To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2831

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-3-53, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE ELEMENTS, | NCLUDI NG | NTENT, NECESSARY TO SECURE A
CONVI CTI ON FOR KI DNAPPI NG AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-3-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-3-53. Any person who, * * * without |lawful authority and

with or without intent to secretly confine, shall forcibly seize

and confine any other person, or shall inveigle or kidnap any
ot her person with intent to cause such person to be * * * confi ned
or inprisoned against his or her will, or * * * w thout |awf ul
authority shall forcibly seize, inveigle or kidnap any child under

the age of sixteen (16) years * * * against the will of the

parents or guardian or person having the |awful custody of the
child, * * * upon conviction shall be inprisoned for life in the

custody of the Departnent of Corrections if the punishnent is so

fixed by the jury inits verdict. |If the jury fails to agree on
fixing the penalty at inprisonnment for life, the court shall fix
the penalty at not |ess than one (1) year nor nore than thirty

(30) years in the custody of the Departnent of Corrections.

This section shall not be held to repeal, nodify or anmend any
other crimnal statute of this state.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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